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:2 The Briggensian.

THE HEADMASTER'S REPORT TO GOVERNORS

OF BRIGG GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

17 - 10 - 23.

To the Governing Body

at Brigg Grammar School.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my

14th Annual Report, and I am pleased to be able to
announce continued general progress and a healthy tone

in the School.

During the past year we have had a "full" inspection

from the Board of Education. ThE' Inspectors were

Messrs. R. H. CHAMPION, H. L. FIRKINS, D. R. SMITH,

and J. A. TURNER, who spent three days at the School

towards the end of June. The School has been visited

during the present term by Mr. , who came

specially to inspect the work done in Art. You have

the Board's report in your hands. Whilst making certain

criticisms on points of detail and suggesting certain

modifications in the curriculum, the Inspectors report

generally that the School is doing its work efficiently

and meeting satisfactorily the many varying needs of the

neighbourhood. One clause in the report was very grati-
fying to the staff and to myself, as it was, I feel sure,

to you, gentlemen, viz ;-"the work as a whole is marked

by earnestness and enthusiasm." If that attitude can be
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maintained by the boys and staff, the education given
will be a real and living influence which must bear good
frui t. You, gentlemen, as the Governors of the School,
have had and still have your share in achieving this
happy state of things. You have always shewn the
keenest interest in the welfare and development of the
School; and I was glad to note that this fact had not
escaped the notice of the Inspectorate.

Since the Inspection a new school year has been opened.
There are 204 boys on the register, of whom 52 are
boarders in the School House. Owing to the rule of the
Board of Education. that (after the end of the last school
year) boys over thirteen years of age should not be
admitted unless they have already made some progress in
secondary subjects, several applicants had to be refused
admission. This has somewhat decreased our numbers as
compared with last year at this time.

Two new masters have been appointed in the place of
those who left us last term. Mr. H. E. HEBB, B.A., 2nd
Class Honours in English and French, and holding the
Teaching Diploma of Leeds University, and Mr. W. E.
THUMWOOD,B.A., Natural Science Tripos, Cambridge.
The appointment of Mr. THUMWOODhas made it possible to
re-organise the Science Work of the School in accordance
with the suggestion of the Board's report. In the two
Third Forms the work will have its basis in Nature Study
with the gradual introduction of elementary Chemistry
and Physics. In Forms IVb. and IVc., regular work in
the last named subjects will begin, three periods a week
being assigned to each. This will continue in Forms IVa.
and Vb., so that boys in Form Va. who take the Cam-
bridge School Certificate Examina.tion will, it is hoped,
be able to present both Chemistry and Physics. We have
felt for some time that room ought to be found in the
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curriculum for Mechanics and Magnetism and Electricity

for the ordinary boy who leaves at sixteen or soon after,

and in this way we hope to do it. Hitherto these subjects

have had to be postponed until the year following the

School Certificate Examination. The only fear I have is

the overloading of the curriculum. This is a very serious

danger, and with the present regulations of the Board and

the examining bodies, it is very difficult to avoid it. The

Latin teaching is being re-organised. A weekly lesson

both in Religious Knowledge and History will be arranged

for all boys in Form VI. This in accordance with the

suggestion of the Report. Difficulties in the time-table

had hitherto prevented this being done. The History

course has also been remodelled. Henceforth the whole

period of English History from the earliest times until the

present day will be covered in an elementary manner in

three years. In the School certificate year a non advanced

treatment of the Georgian period will be given as previously.

The Inspector in Art suggested that possibly the Car-

penter's Shop might be made available for Art teaching as

well as \Voodwork. This would save much valuable time

and enable Miss Couldrey to do her \vork under more

favourable conditions.

There were three suggestions in the Report that will

entail considerable outlay. The change in the Science

Course will mean the purchase of a considerable amount

of new Physics apparatus; the equipment of the Carpenter's

Shop to serve as an Art Room and the provision of some

further equipment for the subject will also involve some

outlay; and the improvement of the Ph:.ying Field, which

you, gentlemen, have already taken steps to effect, will

also need money.

There is another

Reference Library,

suggestion, the improvement of the
which might be m,et by a regular

.
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assignment of £5 per annum in the estimates.
..

The Honours gained by boys during the School year
will (I trust) be gratifying to you. J. P. Hockney was
awarded a Scholarship by the Ministry of Agriculture to
enable him to study agriculture at the University of Cam-
bridge, where he has just concluded with success his first
year's course. In the December Cambridge School Certifi-
cate Examination, A. B. Adamson gained 1st Class
Honours, with distinction in chemistry, H. Caudwell, 2nd
Class Honours, and J. C. Saxby, 3rd Class Honours, whilst
G. H. Fowler obtained exemption from the Chartered
Accountant's Preliminary and Tawse passed. W. Alex-
ander obtained exemption from the Legal Preliminary.

In the Summer Term R. O. Lee, A. D. \Viles, and A. B.
Adamson were awarded Lindsey Senior Scholarships ten-
able at the University. This was a signal honour to the
School. In the report of the examiners the work of these
three candidates was highly commended, and was regarded
as full of promise for the future. A. D. Wiles has already
entered the University of Oxford, and the other two have
returned to the School to prepare for further honours,
though they might have proceeded at once to the University.

The results of the Cambridge School CertifIcate in July

last occasioned much wailing and protest all over the
country. Tbe standard required for passing was suddenly

raised without notice, with the result that 4 candidates out

of every IO were rejected. We did not fall below the

general average, but we were naturally very much dis-

appointed with the result. By the Board's rule the whole

of Form Va must enter for the examination, whether they

are ready for it or not. There is now only one class in

Honours. In this class were placed W. J. Long, with a

mark of distinction in Written and Spoken French, and E.
Urry. In the Pass Division were placed H. M. Etherington,
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T. A. Parker, L. Barker, T. W. Clark, C. H. Eato, G. W.
Clarke, E. Dodd, C. J. Shawcroft, T. E. Burkill, A. 1. L.
Bateman.

Two boys, Kirke and Harrison were a warded prizes for
solo singing in the North Lindsey Competitions. It gives
me very great pleasure to record this, and it is very for-
tunate for us that we are able to have the services of such
a skilled musician as Dr. Rowbottom to teach music and
singing.

J. C. Saxby has entered the University of Bristol this

term. S. Fryer who is studying at University College,

Nottingham, passed the Intermediate Arts Examination of

the University of London in July. \\'. C~oss and R. E.

Richardson, who are studying Chemistry at Sheffield, both

succeeded in completing the pass course lor the degree of

B.sc., and are now working for Honours. R. S. Baker,

who is also at Sheffield, has completed his Second Medical,

and has now only the Fir.al before him. G. Armour is
doing brilliantly in his ;'vledical course at Glasgow. D.

Kettle has completed his first year's ;'vledical course at St.

Bartholomew's. I hear too that R. Leaning, \V. Hewitt,

and S. Bones have been successful in their examinations in

connection with their qualifIcation as Mechanical Engineers.

I think the School has reason to be proud of its old boys,

not only of those who are doing academical work, but of

the many others who are engaged in business or in some

craft or profession. Many are distinguishing themselves

on the football and cricket field, and some are doing im-

portant social and religious work

This report has already outrun its due limits owing to

the special events of last term; but I cannot conclude it

without giving their meed of praise to my colleagues. Miss

Lardelli recently stated in her report that she had the best

staff of colleagues in the country. Of course she did not
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refer to boys' schools, or I should have had to contest the
matter. I will allow that Miss Lardelli has the best set of
colleagues in a girls' school, if I may be allowed to claim
the same thing as far as boys' schools are concerned.

Of one thing, gentlemen, I am quite sure that no school
whether it be for girls or boys could have a better governing
body than Brigg Grammar School.

Believe me,

Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

H. E. BRY ANT.

B.G.S. OLD BOYS' ASSOCIATION.

President :-R. N. Sutton-Nelthorpe, Esq.

Vice-P1'esidents :-Messrs. A. S. Gibson and A. A. Rhodes.
Chairman :-Mr. B. E. Spink.

Vice-Chairman:-Mr. A. J. Stevenson.
Treasurer:-Mr. J. G. Marris.

Secretary:-Mr. E. F. Brown.

Committee: -Messrs. Bell, F. E. Stevenson, Allinson, Good.
man, Blackwell, Bains, Sewell, Marshall, Knight, Raby,

Kettle, Skinner.
At a meeting held on 25th July, an Old Boys' Association

was formed with the aims of keeping Old Boys in touch
with each other and with the School, fostering social inter-
course by means of Cricket;Matches,'Football Matches and
an annual Dinner, and helping Old Boys down on their
luck. The annual subscription is 2/-, which includes a
copy of the School Magazine. The first annual Dinner
will be held at the Wool pack Hotel, Brigg, on 5th January.
1924, at 5-30 p.m. The tickets are 5/- and may be obtained
from the secretary until 22nd December.
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OLD BOYS' NOTES.
B. E. Spink, chairman of the Old Boys' Association, is

farming near Scunthorpe. He is a keen motorist,
especially at the week. end.

G. Goodman (Big) is in the National Provincial Bank at
Saltburn. We hope he will have a good time in the
summer season.

Sewell, Allinson, and Keating are in the drawing office at
Lysaghts, Ltd. We hear they draw very well, especially
on Fridays.

E. F. Brown, secretarv of the Old Boys' Association, is a
chemist at Lysaghts, Ltd. He is a "Knight of the
Whistle" on the Lincolnshire Football Association list
of referees.

T. Sumpter is teaching at Frodingham. IIe is also a
"Knight of the Whistle."

A. J. Stevenson, vice-chairman of the Old Boys' Association
is a prospective auctioneer, valuer, live stock exporter,
and commission agent.

A. E. Knight is a keen member of the O.B.A. The officials
request him not to bring the detention book to any
meetings.

B. Kettle is a student at a London Medical College.

]. A. Simons is mathematics master at the Scunthorpe
Higher Elementary School.

G. A. Bell is in business in 13rigg. Yes! we have no ban-
anas!

J. G. Marris, Treasurer of the O.B.A. and prospective Bank
of England Manager, is gaining experience in a Scun-
thorpe bank.

T. Hewitt also has his eye on the Bank of England, but
Brigg is more attractive at present.

A. MacIntyre is farming near Appleby, but he is often seen
in England.

H. Sumpter and K. H. Jarman are well known in the foot-
ball world.

G. Eccles and H. Parry have developed great business
abilities. They are dealing in artificial manure, road
making material and insurance policy.

Congratulations to J. Sewell on being selected to play
for Lincolnshire at hockey.
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BOARDERS' NOTES.

This term we have lost two invaluable members of the
house, namely, Wiles and Nowell. This has rather weak-
ened the House XI. and also the "Rockets," but we are
hoping to do great things in the future.

We have had several sing-songs this term, the gramo-
phone playing a large part, and thanks to the parents of
several boys we have a large selection of decent records.

The Games Club has been revived again, and has pro-
vided much amusement and instruction during the dark
nights. 1\1r. Shute has kindly bought a billiard table
which he placed at the disposal of the Prefects and New
Top. We are very grateful to him for this.

The revels of Nov. 5 -"'ere grea tl1' enjoyed, especially by
the smaller boys. Vve are greatly indebted to 1\1r. Fox who
came to our help with a large box of fireworks. This time
the bonfire was a tremendous success, thanks to the efforts
of Messrs. Thomas, Shute, and Hales. We are eagerly
looking forward to next BonfIre Day, and hope it will be
as great a success as this one was.

CRICKET.

The school had a moderately successful season this year.
\Ve played nine matches, of which we won five and lost
the others. The batting on the whole was quite good, and
the bowling fairl\' good. If the fielding had been as good
as the bowling and batting we might have been more
successful.

The second eleven played three matches, winning two
and losing one.

FWST ELEVEN ~IATCHES.

School
v. Gainsborough
v. Old Briggensians
v. Clee G.S.
v. De Aston (away)
v. 1'.1r.Rodgers XI.
v. De Aston
v. Brocklesby ..
v. 1'.1r.\Vilmore's XI.
v. Brigg ...

20
106

64
61

149 for 9 ...
58
46
87

II3 & 41 for 3 ...

Opponents
50
71
25

127
70
66

158 for 6
57
45
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FOOTBALL NOTES.

The school XI. this term has not been quite up to the
usual standard. Nevertheless, although we have some-
times been outclassed, we have had some good matches.

We have been unfortunate in having most of the matches
postponed owing to the state of the pitch, but we are
looking forward to a busy time next term.

The 1st XI. has played 6 matches, won 2 and lost 4.

SCHOOL 1st XI. v. OLD BOYS XI.

Played at home on Sept. 23rd.

This being our opening match our play was rather weak.
At half-time the score stood at 2-1 in favour of the Old
Boys. In the second half, the Old Boys made several
changes and added three more goals. Dring scored again
for the school.

Result-Old Boys 5, School 2.

Team.-Goodman, Nowell, Frazer, \Vells, Lee, Smith,
Donaldson, Feirn, Dring, Brown J F. and Sumpter.

SCHOOL 1st XI. v. LINCOLN G.S.
Played at Lincoln on October 10th.

\Ve were looking forward to retrieving last year's defeat,
but Ollr hopes were short -1ived.

The game up to half-time was very even. Lincoln scored
twice, but their goals were not deserved. Feirn scored for
the school. Half-til11e-Lincoln 2, School I.

In the second half we were outclassed, and the game
became very one-sided, Lincoln added 6 goals.

Hesult -Lincoln 8, School I.

Team.-Goodman, Long, Le\'inson, \Vells, Lee, Smith,
Clark, Feirn, Dring, Brown J. F. and Sumpter.

SCHOOL 1st XI. v. GRIMSBY O.B.

Played at home on October 27th.

In this match Thomas and Markham (pupil teachers)
played for the school.

The game was uneventful, and there was very little ex-
citement. Thomas scored twice for the school, and the
visi tors once.
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Result-School 2, Grimsby O.B. I.
Team.-Stainton, Burkill, Markham, Wells, Lee,

Donaldson, Feirn, Dring, Thomas and Foster.
Smith,

SCHOOL 1st. XI. v. LINCOLN G.S.

Played at home on Oct. 31st.
In this match we had the assistance of Burkill who re-

turned to school for a month.
The match was very exciting, and the school had quite

as much of the game as Lincoln. At half-time the score
stood at 2-1 in favour of Lincoln. Dring scored for us.

In the second half we did most of the pressing, but when-
ever the Lincoln forwards got the ball they were dangerous.
On the other hand our forwards were ineffective.

Result-Lincoln 6, School r.
Team.-Stainton, Burkill, Wells, Smith, Lee, Holmes,

Donaldson, Feirn, Dring, Sumpter, and Foster.

SCHOOL 1st XI. v. GRIMSBY O.P.S.

Played at home on November loth.

This was a very interesting and exciting match.

In the first half, Thomas scored three times for the
school, and at half-time the score was 3-0.

The visitors then made several changes, and improved
greatly in the second half. They scored fIVe times, while
Thomas scored again for the school.

Stainton had the misfortune to break his collar bone, but
the visitors insisted that we should playa substitute in his
place.

Result-Grimsby O.P.S. 5, School 4.

SCHOOL 1St XI. v. BRIGG BANKS XI.

Played at home on November 24th.

In this match the school were superior to the visitors.

Dring scored 2, Donaldson, Markham and 'iVills each I,
and the visitors' left back also scored.'

Result-School 6. Brigg Banks XI. 2.
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THE LIGHTHOUSE.

Old and grey is the lighthouse;
It has weathered many a gale:

And its one white eye, with its beam of light,
Has shone through rain and hail.

It steadfast stands, 'gainst the great sea's rage,
With a strength that ne'er can fail.

Sad at heart is the lighthouse;
She has seen ships go to their doom,

When the Angel Death outspreads his wings,
And when from the night there 100m

The monstrous waves; \vhich passing o'er
Leave nothing but spray and spume.

Glad once more is the lighthouse,
She sees the harbour at rest,

When the twinkling lights are reflected
On the water's billow v breast.

And ships pass by, just shadowy shapes
That fade awav in the West.

F. FOSTER.

CONFUSED COUPLETS.

By the shining Big-Sea-Water

The village smithy stands,

The muscles of his brawnv arms

Lie buried in the sands.

Round turns he, a,s not deigning

Those craven ranks to see.

And the skipper had taken his little daughter-

The boy, oh, where was he!

Bleeding from the Roman rods,

She mewed to every watery god.

Fear not, fear not, thou wedding guest,

No useless coffin enclosed his breast.

The wind had blown a gale all day,

"\1\/aken, Lords and Ladies gay!"
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INTELLIGENCE TESTS.

Form 5 B.
Whose nickname resembles a gramophone record?
Whose red, white and green was buried with honours?

Form 4 B.
vVho has a hard heart?
Who is "Grosse tete" ?
Why did the donkey bray?
Who looked east, then south?
Why did the bell clang?
Why do boarders drink all the the pots of tea?
Who stepped out of a nursery rhyme?
Who is like a heap of bricks?
Who is the mechanic of the bus?

Form 4 O.
Who has a name like a monkey's?
Who catches naughty boys?
Who is useful to joiners?
Who cuts down off ducks?
Who is the soldier?
Who is an explorer?
Who ought to live in the l-Iebrides?
Who is the town-crier?
\\Tho has a good case for his brains?

Form 3 A.

Why will this form never starve?
Who ought to be kept in a matchbox?
Who is the racehorse?
Who is a better poet than Whittier?
Who always wants something?
Who broke the tart-eating record?
Who is always going to throw his weight about?

Form 3 B.
Who comes from the East?
Who has plenty of written symbols?
Who is allowed to ask five questions a lesson?
Who comes from the seaside?
Who went shrimping without a net?
Who is like a weeping willow?
Who calls himself a man?
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THE ART OF ANCIENT EGYPT.

The valley of the Nile gave birth to the earliest civili-
zation the world knows. Research has proved beyond
that the art of the early historic period of Egypt, as it
appears in the Pyramids and other monuments, dating
perhaps 3,500 years before the Christian Era, was preceded
by a still older and higher developed civilization, which
takes us back to at least 4,000 B.C. and arrived at artistic
carving of stone and ivory, and even evolved a system of
writing.

Probably, the early Egyptians exercised their first artistic
instinct in personal decoration: and from the pictorial re-
presentations of human figures on walls and pottery, it
would appear that the men were in the habit of covering
themselves with red clay and the women with yellow.
Lines, animals and symbolic marks made their appearance,
first painted and then tattooed on the body. The pallettes
for powdering and mixing the paint, food-vessels, pottery
and all manner of weapons give us a fairly accurate idea
of the life and customs of this remote period. TIle pallettes,
in particular, were made to resemble animals, or have
animals carved in relief on the surface.

Similar representations have been found carved in wood
and shaped in pottery, in the painted decoration can be
found boats, mountains, trees and human figures, but there
is a notablf absence of ornamental design. The nearest
approach to purf decora tion is found in the symmetrical
chip-marks of nint knives.

The prehistoric Egyptian was a student of nature, a
seeker of truth; the dynastic artist a producer, as it were,
of grand, majestic hieroglyphics which conveyed a firmly
fixed meaning, but had to comply with certain forms, and
gave no re~d scope to inclividal expression.

The genius of the dynastic Egyptian was architectural,
not pictorial. Everything aims at effect, impressiveness,
weight of masses. The mighty Pyramids erected over the
tombs of Kings; the giant Sphinx, which has been the
wonder of countless ages that have stood before it in awe
and admiration, unable to solve its mystery, the enormous
temples of Luxor and Karnak, the colossal statues of the
Kings, all these artistic creations were calculated to inspire
the people with the consciousness of the superhuman power
of their gods and kings.
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At the beginning of the dynastic age, wattle and mud
were replaced by brick and stone. Both were used in the
Pyramids which were built in terraces, diminishing in size
to the top, the steps being filled in from the top downwards,
until a perfect pyramidal shape was obtained. Within each
Pyramid is a passage, leading to a small room, which con-
tained the mummy of the king, and a little chamber for
the cult of the dead.

Of the grandeur of these Pyramids, and the energy en-
tailed ip their erection, some idea may be gathered from
the fact that the Pyramid of Khufu, or Cheops, contains
about 2,300,000 blocks of stone, each weighing on the
the average two-and-a-half tons. The colossal Sphinx, the
guardian of the three famous Pyramids of Gizeh, is hewn
out of a rock embedded in the sand of the desert, which
has gradually buried its lion-shaped body, so that only its
neck and shoulders and shoulders are visible.

The concepti on of the Sphinx, with its weird power of
mysterious suggestion, is the greatest achievement of
Egyptian art-it may be truly said to stand alone in the
art of all times and all countries.

A. W. YOUNG.

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the editor of The Briggensian.

Sir,-May I make an appeal, on behalf of those boys that
live near the school, and cannot blame buses and trains
when they are late, for a synchronisation of clocks.

Yours etc.,
EARL y BIRD.


