
Editorial

THE BRIGGENSIAN July, 1960

EX:AMINA'I10NS over, the end of term imminent, our
thoughts are now jumping to the idea of holidays, and

what pictures the word conjures in our minds! Where shall
we go? How shall we go? What shall we do?

This year the choice is more varied than ever. More people
in 1960 are likely to prefer the Continental summer to our
own notorious summer, and it is not solely the weather which
will influence them. First of all the Passiofl Play at
Oberammergau is attracting many visitors, since one must
wait a further decade for the chance to see this wonderful
and moving spectacle again. Secondly, the seventeenth
Olympiad held at Rome promises to be a prodigious attraction
This is certain to draw many nationalities as it is true to
say that it is the greatest festival of youth and sport held
anywhere-more than 7,000 competitors from 83 nations will
be striving for almost 200 gold medals and the cream of
the sporting talent of the world will be assembled there.

However, a holiday need not be taken abroad, it can be
enjoyed in one's own' country, motoring, hiking, cycling,
fishing or, for the more hardy characters, rock climbing. A
holiday can be just as enchanting whatever the weather,
whatever the conditions, because it is what man, himself,
makes it. Let us, therefore, spend our holidays in abounding
pleasure. The shape of trees, colours of flowers, songs of birds
are there for all with eyes to see, ears to hear and hearts
to appreciate.

Now to the point. We appeal to everyone to send in
an account of their holiday, whether spent in the midst of
t.he Alps, on the bridges of Paris or on the banks of the
Ancholme, to the editor of the magazine next year, to whom
we wIsh every success and hOPe he will be inundated with
articles.
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS-SUMMER TERM, 1960

CAPTAIN OF SCHOOL:
K. WOOD.

PREFECTS:
K. WOOD, P. HORNER,
R. DOBSON. R. CARTER.
A. BOWERS. J. COLIN,
M. WILLFORD, R. HOLMES,
E. BARKER, V. JEFFREY,
R. CROWSTON.

ATHLETICS:
J. COLIN (Captain),
P. HAINES (Vice-Captain).

CRICKET:
R. DOBSON (Captain),
R. CARTER (Vice-Gaptain),

HOUSE CAPTAINS
and MASTERS!:

ANCHOLME
V. JEFFREY (House Captain
and Cricket).
V. MAGRATH (Athletics),
R. DUNHAM (Swimming),
Mr. HENTHORN.

NELTHORPE:
K. WOOD (House Captain
and Athletics).
R. HOLMES (Cricket),
D. BERRESFORD
(Swimming) ,
Mr. MORRIS.

SCHOOL
R. DOBSON (House Oa.ptain
and Cricket),
J. COLIN (Athletics).
H. E. WHEATLEY
(Swimming),
The Headmaster.

SHEFFIELD
P. HORNER (House Captain
and Athletics),
T. COWLING (Cricket),
M. HALL (Swimming),
Mr. PIMLOTT.
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YARBOROUGH
A. BOWERoS (House Captain
and Athletics),
H. BARTON (Cricket),
1. BETT (Swimming).
Mr. JARVIS.

SPORTS COMMITTEE:
HOUSE CAPTAINS and
MASTERS,
Mr. WATTS (Secretary),

THE LIBRARY:
R. DOBSON

(Senior Librarian).
M. THOMAS,
Mr. HENTHORN.

THE" BRIGGENSIAN":
R. DOBSON (Editor),
A. BOWERS, O. HARTLEY,
D. RAWLINSON,
Mr. RICHARDS.

THE MUSIC SOCIETY:
The HEADMASTER
(Chairman).
Mr. KNIGHT (Treasurer),
Mr. RICHARDS (Secretary),
Mr. PRATT, Mr. MORRIS.
Mr. ALLISON, Mr. CRAM,
Mr. WATTS, Mr. URRY.

2nd BRIGG SCOUT TROOP:
Mr. JARVIS, Mr. MOORE,
Mr. JONES.

SCIENTIFIC and
GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY:

E. BURGESS, Mr. PIMLOTT.

CAMERA CLUB:
P. BRADSHAW. Mr. Jones.

CHESS CLUB:
J. CLEARY. Mr. JARVIS.

FISHING CLUB:
D. ROSiE, Mr. MORRIS.

TENNIS CLUB:
I. BETT, Mr. ATI\:IN.



School Notes
WE CONGRATULATE:-

B. T'aylor on gaining Class I in Chemistry at Leeds.
D. Bains, Class 2 L.L.B. at Cambridge.
H. Colllngham, Class? in Physics at Hull.
J. D. Holah, Class 2 in Chemistry a,t Hull.
J. McLauchlan, B.A. at Cambridge in Natural Sciences.
N. McPhun, Diploma in Architecture at Sheffield.

Also to be congratulated are M. R. Hall, the second boy
from the school this year to be awarded an R.A.F. Flying
Scholarship; J. F. CoUn and R. N. Day, chosen to represent
Lincolnshire in the National iAJthletics Championships at
Shrewsbury; J. N. Burgess, D. Brewer and J. E. Cox, three
of the Brigg team of four which has won its way to the final
of the Lincolnshire Road Safety Competition.

We held our Sports Day on May 21st, with Mrs. Colin
presenting the prizes. All were delighted to' see Mr. and Mrs.
Matthews back again, looking as though farming agreed with
them.

This yea,r we ran the Inter-School Sports 'at Cranwell on
June 16th. Mr. Longden is to be congratulat.ed on the success
of his organisation. The Senior and Intermediate teams won
their classes, and the Juniors came narrowly second to Lincoln.
We won all three relay races.

A melancholy feature of the term is that Mr. Thumwood,
Mr. Paisley and Mr. Peck are leaving us. There will be
reference to them later in these pages, but these Notes cannot
omit reference to Mr. Thumwood's 37 years with the school.
We are proud to have had the services of such a schoolmaster
for so long, his work here will be widely remembered with
gratitude, and his influence in the schoal long felt. We wish
him all happiness in his retirement.

NEXT TERM'S DATES

Term begins September 13th.
Cyril Preedy, piano, October 13th.
Speech Day, October 25th.
Half Term, November 3rd, 4th, 5th.
Gordon Clinton, bass-baritone, November 17th.
Term ends December 21st.
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SALVETE
LPPER IV.B:

DARBYSHIRE, G. (Ancholme).

VALETE
LOWER IV.A:

RICHARDS, G. (Nelthorpe: 1958-60).
F'Uture: Westmoor Secondary School.

LOWER IV.B:
MUNRO, D.A. (Ancholme: 1959-60).

Future: School in Aberdeen.

lII.B:
MARKHAM, C. (Nelthorpe: 1959-60).

Future: School in Cleethorpes.
MORRISON, P. A. K (Nelthorpe: 1959-60).

Future: School in Aden.

W. E. THUMWOOD
AT the end of this term, Mr. W. E.. Thumwood is to retire after
:>frving tp_e school during four decades.

He came to the school to meet the frustration Of having tv
teach physics with lUdicrously inadequate equipment 3.Illd
accommodation. Rarely can any schoolmaster have given more
time to hi:> task. Evening after evening and during the greater
part of the Easter and Christmas, holidays (the Summer holiday
was set aside for travel abroad), he worked, and with patience
and skill himself made whole sets of apparatus so that
the meagre allowance could be spent to better advantage. He
saw the building of a new physics laboratory equipped far more
generously than even he could have hoped, before turning to
the creation of a biology department. Here again he leaves
a monument to his determination and skill.

Old Boys will know that Mr. Thumwood's activities and
interests ranged far beyond his science teaching. Although
imbued with enthusiasm for his subject, seeking to communicate

. the excitement and spirit of adventure which it aroused in
himself, he has never taught it in the narrow specialist sense
which leads to the disintegration of culture. His guiding
principle has rather been "Homo sum, humani nil a me alienum
puto," a grandiloquent phrase perhaps, and one which he would
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modestly deprecate, but surely not inappropriate for one wh::!
has cultivated an interest in music, drama, architecture,
painting, literature, philosophy. travel and languages. Boys
who know him as most assiduous in his attendance at football,
cricket and athletics matches would probably add" games"
to the list. but one suspects that this is an example, none the
less admirable, of his feeling of social responsibility rather
than a real interest, although he now confesses to knowing
which game is being played, aided by an awareness of the
time of year.

In the Common Room no-one could be with him without
realising that here was a generous mind, a severe critic only
of himself, always seeking to see the best in others, to encourage
and to praise. His personal qualities allied to sheer hard
work have enabled him to fill the uneviable role of successor
to Mr. Knight as second master and in sO doing to gain the
admiration and loyalty of his colleagues. He has fully main-
tained the principles and high standards set by his predecessor.

An account of all Mr. Thumwood's contributions to the life
of the school would be too long to be recorded here, but his
work for the orchestra demands particular mention, not only
because of his own competence as a 'cello player, but also for
his patient encouragement of successive generations of young
string players who will prize his help the more as they grow
older.

It is typical of the man that when time has robbed him
of his first strength and vitality he has decided to retire rather
than abandon the high t;tandards he has always set himself.

His colleagues will miss the man who always happened to
be free to take an inconvenient duty for them, the boys the
man who always happened to be free to discuss a problem or
take them in the swimming bath. All the many who know him
will join in wishing him health and happiness in his new life.

A.I.M.

A. PAISLEY
IT came as a big shock to everyone in the school when it wUo
announced that Mr. Paisley would be leaving us this term.
He joined the staff as a science master thirteen years ago and
taught mainly in the Lower and Middle parts of the school.
During Mr. Kettrick's illness, he helped more and more with
the chemistry teaching, and after his death he took over the



senior chemistry post. Owing to his great ability as a teacher
and his enthusiasm faT the subject, the successes in chemistry
have continued and even increased. He has also done much
for the general life of "he school and we could refer to his
work for the Scientific Society, as secretary of Swimming and
recorder on Sports Day, all of which he carried out with that
same cheerful enthusiasm.

He will be missed both as a master in school and a
colleague in the Staff Room, but our loss will be another school's
gain. He goes to the .John Leggott School, Scunthorpe, next
term, as the senior chemistry master, and we extend both to
him and his family our best wishes for a successful and happy
life in Scunthorpe. H.P.

J. D. PECK

MR. J. D. PECK, who is leaving at the end of this term to
take up the post of Head Of the Art Department at Ruffwood
Comprehensive School, Kirkby, joined the staff in 1951.

During his time here he has given Art a new look. Cramped
by the restrictiolls imposed by Room 9, he and a band of
volunteer boys set to work to convert the building, aptly referred
to as the stables, into a new art room. In this they were
conspicuously successful, and the resulting room is a place
full of interest and charm.

A rock garden followed the art room, and Brigg may be
grateful for a bright corner thus created.

Inspired by Mr. Peck's teaching and fired, as all who come
into contact with him must be, by his enthusiasm, an
increasing number of boys have taken Art to Advanced Level
and have passed on to careers as architects and art teachers.
Their work formed the substance of a memorable exhibition in
Scunthorpe Museum last year.

Those boys who lacked the artistic spark will be grateful
to Mr. Peck for his successful coaching of swimming.

We shall miss him keenly and his p~ace in the Staff Room
will need much filling. It is encouraging to know that his
tradWon will b2 in some measure continued in that his
successor, Mr. A. Turner, is a former pupil. M.P.
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House Notes

ANCHOLME

THIS term the House has had mixed fortunes in school event;;.
The Cross-Country Race last term brought little success for
the House; although we finished fifth in the Senior race, only
seven points separated the last three positions. In this race
Laycock was our most successful runner, coming in sixth.
The Juniors managed to gain fourth position.

The Summer term has been one of great activity. The
Advanced Level of the G.C.E. has just finished, and now
Ordinary Level examinations are in full swing. In the field
of sport success has once more eluded us. In Athletics, under
the captaincy of Magrath, we failed to raise the House from
last place, although the number of entries was more encouraging.
However, we did manage to capture one cup, won by Fuller
in Division E.

The Cricket season opened with great expectation in both
the Under XIV and Senior teams. The Juniors, however, did
not rise to the occasion, losing the first two matches, but did
gain a good victory over Yarborough House. The Senior team
has p,layed twice; the first game against Sheffield was a moral
victory for the House. We were unable to dismiss the opposing
team in the time allowed, our score being 128 for 8 declared,
to which the Sheffield reply was 69 for 8. Unfortunately we
could not maintain this form against School House, losing by
nine wickets. However, we hope to gain victories in the
remaining matches as the opposition is not quite as strong as
that which we have faced already. Holland and Jeffrey
represent the House in the 1st XI, with Henthorn gaining a
place in the Second XI. Fuller represents us in the Under XIV
team.

S.,vimming prospects are quite good, with practices being
arranged under the gUidance of our swimming captain,
Dunham.

In last term's notes, I failed to mention that Roy Neall
had gained his football colours. His departure at Easter meant
a serious loss to the House, for he has been a mainstay in the
sporting activities of the House.

As these are my last notes, I should like to thank Mr.
Henthorn for his help and guidance throughout the year, and
wish him, my successor, and the House the very best of luck
in the future. V. G. E. JEFFREY.
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NEL THORPE

I THINK We set out at the beginning of term with no little
determination, especially on t,he part of the juniors, to put
up a sound show in the Athletic Sports. The dinner-hour gave
us plenty of time for some hard training and relay practices,
and though we seemed to be doing our utmost, we could manage
to gain only fourth place in the House table. We must con-
gratulate the members of the House, ROdgers, Gwyther,
Richardson and Plews, who have competed in the School team
during the season.

Cricket, as usual, has been somewhat disorganised by the
exams., but the Junior team, led by Clapham, is in great form
and the first team has won its only match. The optimists of
the House cannot held feeling at the moment that We may
pull off the Cup this year. Again we congratulate the members
of the House, too numerous to mention, who support the School
teams.

The changes 1n the rules for the Swimming Sports have
given us a little more to go for, and plenty of training is being
done, plenty of keenness being displayed and plenty of support
being given to Berresford, the Captain.

On behalf of the House I should llke to thank Mr. Morris
for his untirIng help, instruction and support which he gives
at all times, and to wish my successor a prosperous term of
office as Captain of the House. K. WOOD.

SCHOOL
AFTER the strain and stress of examinations the House is
enjoying a peaceful relaxation, and can afford to look bacl{
on the events of the term with considerable satisfaction.

After winning the Cross-Country Cup for the first time for
many years hard training for Athletics began, and we were
fortunate to win the Athletics Cup by a very large margin.
Colin, our Athletics captain, is to be congratulat.ed On winning
the coveted" Victor Ludorum" trophy, and even more so on
being selected to repre~ent Lincolnshire in the National
Championships at Shrewsbury. Wheatley, H., and White, too,
performed splendidly, winning their Division Cups. The
strength of the School House unit in the School team revealed
itself patently in the Inter-Grammar School meeting at
Cranwe!1. Out of the 56 points gained by the Seniors, 40 points
were won by House boys, five points more than the next school.
Winteringham! !
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Cflcket in the House this year has a healthy aspect. The
Under XIV have won three of their four matches, and are
represented in the School team by Parr (captain), Beardmore,
Kirkman and Hancock. The First Eleven have won their two
matches, and lost only one wicket in the process. Oar tel'
Haines, Willford, M., and Dobson have all won places in the
School First Eleven, and Rose (captain), Hewitt, Pickering,
Price, Rawlinson, Smith, d,nd Willford, A., in the Second Eleven.
With our undisputed hold on the Swimming CUp, the Oock
House Oup is now secure within our grasp, and as far as sport
is concerned there is no doubt that School House rides on
the crest of a wave.

The Scouts went on their customary camping week-end
earlier tWs term, but were unfortunate in choosing the wrong
weather.

We are sorry at the end of this term to lose the services
of our Matron, Miss Rickatson. In both her spells here as
Matron she has been of inestimable value, and the House will
miss her very much.

This is the last time I write these notes, and I should like
to end by thanking the headmaster for all the advice and
encourag.ement he has given the House and myself. Finally
I wish my successor the happiest prospects .for the future
and" long may School House be Cock House."

R. DOBSON.

SHEFFIELD

ALTHOUGH the Summer Term is largely dominated by
examinations, the School sporting activities carry on, and the
House has enjoyed some success on the sports field.

After a lapse of two years we have returned to our
customary position of runners-up in Athletics - a fine effort
by everyone, and especially R. Clarke, Leak, Charlesworth,
Sutton, Freeborn, Chambler and Bradbury, who all gained
places in the School Athletics team.

The House is also W¤ll represented on the Cricket field, and
J. Oleary Is to be congratulated on gaining a place in the 1st XI,
together with T. Cowling and G. Oates; also R. Horner, Glllesple,
in the 2n<1XI, and J. Sanderson, East, Allcock, Francis, Hewson,
in the U.XIV's.
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At the present time, the Senior cricket team, under the
captaincy of T. Cowling, has played only two matches, losing to
School and drawing with Ancholme. The Juniors have won
three matches and lost one.

In the near future, the Swimming Sports will be beginning,
and with the revised system of scoring a united effort would
possibly remove the Swimming Trophy from the tender care of
School House.

As these are my final House notes, I should like to thank
all for the excellent spirit which they have shown throughout
the year, and for the continued good behaviour on the School
buses, and wish all Sheffs and the House every success in the
future.

P. H. HORNER.

YARBOROUGH
This term Yarborough House has fallen from the high

places it occupied in football and cross-country. In the athletics
sports we were again reduced to third place, being beaten by a
considerable margin of points. However many members of the
House have upheld our high name. Day, Bowers, G. G., Havercroft,
and Bett in the senior division, and Clark and Spencer in the
junior division have all represented the school in the numerous
matches. Day particularly has excelled, and improved in the
mile event.

In cricket, Barton in the 1st XI and Marshall,!., in the U .XIV
have been regular members of the school team. Unfortunately
the house does not possess many first-class cricketers, but in the
weeks to follow, we hope to put up a hard fight for points by
determination and House solidarity.

Bett has helped to supervise the numerous tennis matches
which have been held this term. Under his leadership the
team has had many successes. Bett will also Captain the House
for the swimming sports.

Because this is the last tenn of the year, I should like on
behalf of the House, to wish farewell and good fortune to a.ll
those who are leaving. Those remaining should remember that
Yarborough House needs their full support so that we may
show the true content of OUr members.

A. G. BOWERS.
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Sport

ATHLETICS

THE standard of athletics this year was exceptionally high,
and we have enjoyed a full and successful season. At the
Inter-Grammar Schools Athletics Meeting at Cranwell this
year the Seniors and the Intennediates won their respective
Cups, whilst the Juniors were runners-up.

E. Burgess, R. Garter, R. Day, I. Edwards, E. Haines,
D. Havercroft,S. Phillips, K. WOOd and Willford are to be
congratulated on being awarded their full colours, and
D. Howson his half colours.

J. F. Golin and R. Day have been chosen to represent
Lincolnshire at the Nationals in Shrewsbury.

Finally I should like to thank Mr. Longden, Mr. Barker
and Mr. Moore for all their help and untiring efforts in the
past few months, and a word of thanks to Mr. Watts, for
surely he must be the tidiest and most thorough secretary
possible.

Sports Day, Saturday, 21st May.
This year there was a record number of entrants for

the Sports.

Although the weather was rather dull the day kept fine,
and performances were goOd on the whole, eleven new records
being established in events before and during Sports Day.

Young Alan Fuller, who won Division E, Cup without
dropping a point, won his 220 yards raCe in a record time,
and in the race immediately following Peter White set up a
new record for Division D 220 yards. G. Leak won the Division
B shot with a put that shou:d remain unsurpassed for quite
a while, and R. Day bea,t the record in winning the Senior
mile. The last race of the day was the Senior relay, which
School House won in record time.

J. F. GoUn won the Victor Ludorum and all of the trophic:,
were presented to the individual winners at the end of a vcry
pleasant afternoon by Mrs. G. F. Colin.
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Cup Winners:
Victor Ludorurn-J. F. Colin, 291 points.

Runner-up: E. P. HaiDu, 2S points.
Bletcher Cup-R. Day and G. C. Bowers, 16 points.

Runner-up: R. Dobson 13 points.
Division B-H. E. Wheatley, 55 poims.

Runner-up: D. K. Rodgers, 42 points.
Division C-C. Sutton, 43 points.

Runner-up: C. Beardmore, 39 points.
Division D-P. White,28i points.

Runner-up: Richardson, 16 points.
Division E-A. Fuller, 30 points.

Runner-up: Allcock, 13 points.

RESULTS
Division A :
100 yards-l st, J. F. Colin and Haines; 3rd, Burgess;

Time: 10.9 secs.
220 yards-Ist, Haines; 2nd, Collingridge; 3rd, Burgess.

Time: 23.9 secs. (record).
440 yards-1st, G. C. Bowers; 2nd, R. Dobson; 3rd, Day.

Time: 53.3 sees.
880 yards-1st, Day; 2nd, G. C. Bowers; 3rd, R. Dobson.

Time: 2 mins. 8.5 secs.
Mile-1st, Day; 2nd, G. C. Bowers; 3rd, R. Dobson.

Time: 4 mins. 44.4 sees. (record).
Hurdles-1st, J. F. Colin; 2nd, Edwards; 3rd, Vaquier.

Time: 15.5 secs.
Long Jump-1st, J. F. Colin; 2nd, Haines and Phillips.

Distance: 19 ft. 5 inches.
High Jump-1st, J. F. Colin; 2nd, Vaquier; 3rd, Hewitt.

Height: 5 ft. 3 inches.
Hop, Step and Jump-1st, J. FJColin; 2nd, Haines; 3rd, Carter.

Distance: 41 ft. 5 inches.
Shot-1st, K. Wood; 2nd, Willford; 3rd, Turner.

Distance: 39 ft. 1 inch.
Discus-1st, Willford; 2nd, Burgess; 3rd, Haines.

Distance: 133 ft. 9 inches (record).
Javelin-1st, R. Carter; 2nd, Pedley; 3rd, Burgess.

Distance: 140 ft. 10 inches.
Relay-1st, School; 2nd, Yarborough; 3rd, Ancho1me.

Time: 47.8 secs. (record).

Division B :
100 yards-1st, Wheatley; 2nd, Rodgers; 3rd, Leak.

Time: 11.4 secs.
220 yards -1st, Wheatley; 2nd, Rodgers; 3rd, Leak.

Time: 25.1 secs.
440 yards-1st, Rodgers; 2nd, Jardine; 3rd, Wheatley.

Time: 55.6 secs. (new record).
880 yards-1st, Towler; 2nd, Wheatley; 3rd, Jardine.

Time: 2 mins. 20.5 secs.
Mile-1st, Towler; 2nd, Ward; 3rd, Jardine.

Time: 5 mins. 19.1 secs.
Hurdles-1st, Wheatley; 2nd, Leak; 3rd, Charlesworth.

Time: 16.9 secs.
Long Jump-1st, Rodgers; 2nd, Havercroft; 3rd, Wheatley.

Distance: 17 ft. 41 inches.
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High Jump-1st, Rodgers; 2nd, Weston; 3rd, Wheatley.
Height: 4 ft. 10 inches.

Hop, Step and Jump-1st, Rodgers; 2nd, Havercroft; 3rd, Wheatley.
Distance: 37 ft. 10 inches.

Shot-1st, Leak; 2nd, Rodgers; 3rd,. Weston.
Distance: 40 ft. 5 inches (record).

Javelin-1st, Wheatley; 2nd, HaverlOroft; 3rd, Dew.
Distance: 131 ft. 6 inches.

Discus-1st, Leak; 2nd, Holl; 3rd, Wheatley.
Distance: 131 ft. 6 inches.

Relay-1st, Nelthorpe; 2nd, School; 3rd, Sheffield.
Time: 51.9 sees.

Division C:
100 yards-1st, Heacock; 2nd, Sutton; 3rd, Hutchinson.

Time: 11.7 sees.
220 yards-1st, Heacock; 2nd, Sutton; 3rd, Hutchinson.

Time: 26.0 sees.
440 yards-1st, Gwyther; 2nd, Hutchinson; 3rd, Kellow.

Time: 58.5 sees. (record).
880 yards-1st, Sutton; 2nd, Hutchinson; 3rd, Gwyther.

Time: 2 mins. 24.0 sees.
Hurdles-1st, Beardmore; 2nd, Sutton; 3rd, Beacock.

Time: 12.9 sees.
Long Jump-1st, Sutton; 2nd, RiggaU; 3rd, Pearson.

Distance: 14 ft. 61 inches.
High Jump-1st, Beardmore; 2nd, Riggall; 3rd, Sutton.

Height: 4 ft. 8 inches.
Hop, Step and Jump-1st, Beardmore; 2nd, Sutton; 3rd, Winfield.

Distance: 32 ft. 7~ inches.
Shot-1st, Beacock; 2nd, Sutton; 3rd, Beardmore.

Distance: 33 ft. 71 inches.
Javelin-1st, Worrall; 2nd, Whelpton; 3rd, Winfield.

Distance: 105 ft. 7 inches.
Discus-1st, Beardmore; 2nd, Pearson; 3rd, Beacock.

Distance: 97 ft. 0 inches.
Relay-1st, School; 2nd, Nelthorpe ; 3rd, Sheffield.

Time: 54.7 sees.

Division D:
100 yards-1st, White; 2nd, Chambler; 3rd, Morrison.

Time: 11.9 sees.
220 yards-1st, White; 2nd, Chambler; 3rd, Morrison.

Time: 26.6 sees. (record).
Long Jump-1st, Marshall; 2nd, Morrison and White.

Distance: 14 ft. 71 inches.
Hop, Step and Jump-1st, White; 2nd, Richardson; 3rd, Marshall.

Distance: 31 ft. 8 inches.
High Jump-1st, Richardson; 2nd, White; 3rd, Han~ock.

Height: 4 ft. 7 inches.
Relay-1st, School; 2nd, Sheffield; 3rd, Nelthorpe.

Time: 56.3 sees. (record).

Division E :
100 yards-1st, Fuller; 2nd, Bradbury; 3rd, Allcock.

Time: 12.8 sees.
220 yards-l st, Fuller; 2nd, Coley; 3rd, Allcock.

Time: 27.6 sees. (record).
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Long Jump-1st, Fuller; 2nd, Clark; 3rd, Colin.
Distance: 14 ft. 7 inches.

Hop, Step and Jump-1st, Fuller; 2nd, Allcock j 3rd, Plews.
Distance: 29 ft. 61 inches.

High Jump-1st, Fuller; 2nd, Clark; 3rd, Plews.
Height: 4 ft. 1 inch.

Relay-1st, Sheffield; 2nd, Ancholme; 3rd, Yarborough.
Time: 57.6 sees.

Versus Humberston F.S., Wednesday, 18th May.
The first athletics match of the term proved very

satisfactory; We won in all three divisions by a considerable
margin, and out of the 30 events, came first in 25 of them.
P. White Won the Intermediate 220 yards in a fast time, whilst
the Seniors gained the first three places in both the mile
and half-mile.

Versus Scunthorpe Grammar School, Monday, 23rd May.
We were well entertained at Scunthorpe in an evening

match, and given some tough opposition, especially in the
sprints. The Senior 100 yards was won in a fast time of
10.2 sees. K. WOOd won t.he Senior shot with a good put, whilst
S. Phillips and J. F. Golin performed well to win the high jump
and long jump respect.ively, and R. Day WOn (naturally!) the
mile in a fast time of 4 nuns. 44.4 sees. Fuller won both the
high and long jumps for the Juniors and We came away having
again won in all divisions.

Versus Gainsborougih Grammar School, Friday, 27th May.
In our evening meeting with Gainsborough we again proved

triumphant in every division. Beacock ran well to win the
100 yards for the Intermediates, but could not quite time his
finishing burst correctly 1n the 220 yards! G. G. Bowers ran
well to win the 440 yards ir. a good time, and we got maximum
points in all three distance races. M. Beardmore won the
Intermediate hop, step and jump and discus, and R. Dad
completed his" double" !n the Junior section. We won all
three relay races, the Seniors winning in a particularly fast;
time.

Versus John Leggott G.S., Monday, 30th May.
T'he effect of a changed team had no effect upon the

usual outcome of our meeting with the John Leggott School,
although the Juniors won by only one point! E. P. Haines
won both the sprints in gOod times, whilst R. W. R. Carter
did well to win both the javelin and the triple jump, and
E. D. Burgess won the discus with an admirable throw. In the
Intermediate division Charlesworth won both the hurdles
and the long jump and Hutchinson won the half mile with
pleasing performance.
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Vel"SUs Hemswell R.A.F., 1st June.
In a Senior match against the R.A.F. Station, Hemswel1,

the Senior team was challenged closely for the only time
during the season. Haines began the meeting with a very fast
100 yards, and Havercroft won the 880 in a brilliant
2 mins. 4.7 sees. In the throwing events the school team used
the small implements and Hemswell the large, with the notable
exception of Willford in the shot who beat the R.A.F. boys with
the "16lb. shot." The school relay team (in the absence of
J. CbUn !) won in an Inter-Schools record of 45.6 sees.

Vel"SUs Glanfol"d and WesLmoor Secondal"Y Schools, 13th June.
In a triangle match at Glanford School, the Brigg team,

which concerned the Intermediates and Juniors alone, finally
emerged on top, though not without some tough opposition
from Glanford. Beacock ran very well to win both sprints,
and Fuller and Riggall jl.mped well to win their respective
high jump events. Although the Juniors won their relay race,
the Intermediates had, unfortunately, to be content with
second place.

Inter-Grammar Schools Athletics Meeting, Thursday, 16th June.
Our considerable successes at the Inter-Schools meeting at

Cranwell finally crowned our fine season. The Seniors and
Intermediates won both cups by large margins, whilst the
Juniors were runners-up by one and a half points. i

The Senior relay broke the existing record in the heats
and then finally brought the record down to 45.4 sees. in tht3
final. I. Edwards did very well to come third in the Senior
hurdles, whilst Beardmore, Charlesworth and Beacock did very
well for the Intermediates and A: Fuller in the Junior section.
To crown the afternoon the now-prominent "blue shirts" led
home each relay in succession.

J. F. COLIN.

TENNIS

A LIVELY and growing interest in tennis has been much
in evidence in the school d'~:'lng the past few years, an interest
which has this year found expression in several most enjoyable
matches with other schools. For this we are much indebted
to the Headmaster who has given his support, in the extremely
practical manner of making his own tennis courts available
for home matches.

This new venture has met with remarkable success, the
only matches lost being those when the school team has been
depleted in favour of other activities.
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Results:

v.John Leggott Grammar School. June 13th.
v..Lincoln School, June 15th. Won 6-3.
v. Gainsborough Grammar School, June 18th.
v. Scunthorpe Grammar School. Lost 3-6.

Won 9-0.

Lost 3-6.

I. BETT.

CRICKET

THE FIRST ELEVEN was expected to do well this season, for the
nucleus of last year's side still remained, and it has not
disappointed the high hopes pinned on them. Out of the
seven matches played, four have been won and three drawn,
while in the other the result could have gone either way. Two
of the latter were decidedly swingipg in the School's favour.

Strong in all departments, I think, however, it is in the
batting where the greatest power is shown. JefIrey, Carter,
and Cowling when needed, have seldom failed to give the side
a goOd start. Holmes and Holland have taken full use of this,
both revelling in the runs, and Barton and Haines have also
played useful innings. The all-round ability of the batting has
shown itself when the batting order has been changed (almost
reversed sometimes), for on these occasions runs have been
freely forthcoming.

The bowling too has been strong. Holmes has proved a
hostile opening bowler, and Haines has shown he could easily
develop into a first.-class leg-break bowler, although at present,
as is only natural, his length is apt to be inconsistent.

As this is my second and last year as captain, I should like
to take this opportunity of thanking Mr. Henthorn, Mr.
Jarvis and Mr. Longden for all their sound advice and
coaching. Their work has been instrumental in obtaining a
successful team. Finally I wish my successor the best prospects
for the next season, which I am sure will be a favourable one.

R. DOBSON.

RESULTS:

v. Normanby Park. Won. School 171-8 (Dobson 44, Carter 32,
Holmes 26, Holland ~l), Normanby Park 42 (Holmes 4-21,
HoIland 3-9),

v. Winteringham. Drawn. School 114-7 (Holland 37 n.o.,
Cowling 16 n.o.), Winteringham 38-7 (Holmes 4-20, Dobson
2-15).
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V. Lincoln School. Drawn. School 156-3 (Holmes 46 n.o.,
Dobson 46, Carter 33, Barton 24), Lincoln 120-6 (Dobson
2-13, Holland 2-57).

v. Gainsborough. Won. Gainsborough 116 (Dobson 4-20,
Haines 4-26), School 117-7 (Jeffrey 33, Holmes 33 n.o,).

v. Lincoln City. Won. Lincoln 102, ~Ha.ines 4-24, Dobson
4-25), Schaal 105-4 (Holmes 38 n.o., Jeffrey 33, Holland
22 n.o.).

v Scunthorpe. Won. Scunthorpe 64 (Holmes 6-15, Dobson
4-33), School 67-4 (Holland 25 n.o.>.

v. Elsham. Drawn. Elsham 181-6 (Dobson 3-53), School
143-7 (Holland 58 n.o., Cowling 29, Jeffrey 22, Haines 20).

SECOND ELEVEN:
v. John Leggott. Won. John 67 (Rawlinson 5-17, Haines

4-30), School 68-7.

v. Barton G,S. Lost. Barton 142 (CousIns 5--54), School 58
(Horner 21, Cleary 19).

v. Gaistor G.S. Won. Caistor 96 <Cousins 5-41, Willford 3-26).
School 98-2 (Spear 46 n.o., Smith 38 n.o.).

v. Winteringham. Lost. Winteringham 94 (Willford 4--33,
School 85 (Horner 22, Gillespie 19).

v. Ha,velock. Won. School 141-7 (Horner 44, Spear 26, Gil-
lespIe 22, Smith 17, Price 15), Havelock 91 (Willford 8-30).

v. UnwIn C.S. Won. Lincoln 66 (Cousins 4-23), School 68-8
(G1llesple 15).

v. Scunthorpe G.S. Lost. Scunthorpe 91 <CousIns 6-26),
School 66 (Hewitt 22).

v. Gainsborough. Lost.
44--7 (Sykes 4-1).

UNDER XV:

School 43 (Horner 20), Gainsborough

v. Linco}n City G.S.
3-20), SchoOl 96

v. Barton G.S. Won.

v Winteringham G.S.
teringham 49-1.

v. Lincoln G.S. Won.

UNDER XIV:
Lost. Lincoln 104 (Francis 3-8, Parr

(Marshall 47, Parr 30),

Barton 34 (Fuller 4-14). School 35-3.

Lost. School 45 (Walker 33 n.o.) , Win-

School 39, Lincoln 37 (Hodson 3-14).
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Library Report

THE Library does not seem to have been overworked this term

as only 160 books have been lent out. However, this cannot be

attributed to failing popularity but rather to the good weather

and pre-occupation with exams.

Earlier in the term, when it could be fitted in between the

athletics heats, the Library Auction was held. Owing to the
,co-operation of Mr. D. La.ycock and his friends, the bidding

was more lively than usual and the record sum of £4 2s. 5d.

was raised.

Already this term twelve new books have been added to

the Library which now has nearly 4,000 books. Since last term

we have received books from Colonel Nelthorpe, Mr. Hentlhorn,

Mr. Richards and Mr. G. J. Goodman, for which we are most
grateful. I should also like to acknowledge the gifts 0f

periodicals from Mrs. Richards, and Mrs. Holt.

Finally, I should like to make an appeal for books On any

subjects, but especially up-to-date science books of which we

have too few. As for the rules, they are generally observed by

all, but some boys are apt to forget that books must be returned

OJ:"renewed within fourteen days of the date of issue. To thi.\l
minority I appeal for better co-operation, and remind them

that whether or not the Library is run efficiently and success-
fully depends to a large extent upon them.

M. B. THOMAS.
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Societies

THE MUSIC SOCIETY
THE SOCIETY has now a proper constitution, and by the
election of Mr. A. F. Allison, of Barnetby, Mr. W. cram, of
North Kelsey, and Mr. E. Drry, of Brigg, to the Committee, has
acquired a town and country fiavour. It has also been affiliated
to the National Federation of Music Societies.

As before, four professional concerts will be given between
October and March, the fifteenth season. Season tickets will
cost 17/6d., Junior season tickets 3/6d., and individual concert::;
will cost 51-d., and 1/-d. Interest among boys has grown, and
we hope many more will take this opportunity of hea,ring good
music.

The following concerts have been arranged:
Thursday, 13th October, 1960: Cyril Preedy, piano.
Thursday, 17th November, 1960: Gordon CUnton, bass-baritone.
Saturday, 11th February, 1961: Opera, The Marriage of Figaro,

to be held in the Hall-
Gymnasium.

Thursday, 23rd March, 1961: The Martin String Quartet
together with Florence Hooton,
'cello.

Those interested should apply for tickets in September from
the Society's secretary at the school.

SCOUT NOTES
THE last three months have been very active. The first week
of the Easter holiday saw nineteen of us in the Lake District.
Our ambitious programme of walking and climbing was not
fully realised owing to several days of high winds and torrential
rain, but we all learnt plenty about bad weather camping.

This term has seen two long weekends at Hathersage with
rock-climbing the main interest. The weather for both week-
ends was ideal and although our activities were designed for
seniors we had two Juniors with us each time.

There have been four camps at Twigmoor so far this term,
one being an exclusive P.Lo's and Second's affair and the others
being attended by members of all patrols. All these camps
were favoured with fair weather and were well attended. Those
returning always seem tired but happy.

Our usual st. George's Day parade was in Brigg this year.
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Wednesday evening meetings have been held throughout
the term.

We have one more weekend at Twigmoor planned for this
term and then, of course, comes the climax of our year's
activiti.es, the summer camp. This year we are returning to
old friends and a favourite site at Hathersage.

THE SENIOR SCOUT CAMPS
SINCE our last issue, the Senior Scouts, accompanied by one
or two non-Senior Scouts, have attended three" mountaineer-
ing" camps.

The first was held in the grea,t Langdale valley (in the
Lake District) during the only week of rain that fe,l in the
Easter holiday, under the leadership of Mr. Jones, Mr. Moore
and Mr. Longden. For the benefit of those who know this
district, we spent the first day fell-walking (?) to the top of
Pike o'Blisco, the last stretch being in dense fog in which we
lost ourselves (Hooray for the map and compass!).

While we thus occupied ourselves, Mr. Jones took five boys
to camp by the side of Stickle Tarn, 1,500 feet up, using special
lightweight equipment. They spent the day rock-climbing.

During the night rain soaked our kit. T'he next day was
fine, so we all set off for Stickle Tarn; five of us joined Mr.
Jones in place of the first five and the rest returned by a
different route. Rock-climbing was made impossible by rain.
The next day it also rained, so we remained in our tents
playing cards and eating Kendal Mint Cake, whilst those at
base camp moved from the six inches of mud which had
accumulated there into the farmer's barn. The next day was
fine, so we all scrambled on boulders and climbed with ropes.
That night five more went up to the high camp while the rest
of us re-established base camp. Of course, it rained again,
so next morning we again moved into the barn, which we had
to share with a lame sheep. Those from Stickle Tarn came
down, having achieved nothing. The following day it was still
raining, so we packed up.

Our other two camps this term were at Whit and during
the Royal Wedding holiday. Both were at Stanage Edge,
Derbyshire. Mr. Jones and Mr. Moore were in charge, but we
were joined for part of the time by Mr. Longden. Both camps
had perfect weather and we, therefore, spent the whole time
rock-climbing on the edge. A.J.P.A.
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Old Briggensians' Association
Mr. M. Gaze's address is now 11, Hallgate, Blackheath Park,

London, S.E.3.

C. A. E. Briggs, Ph.D., M.R.C.V.S., has left the National
Institute for Research in Dairying, University of Reading, and
taken up an appointment as Head of the Agricultural, Nutri-
tional and Veterinary Research Unit of Pfizer, Ltd., Sandwich,
Kent. His address is now Russell House, WOodnesborough,
Nr. Sandwich, Kent.

John Bale is enjoying his initial experiences as a cadet
with the Metropolitan Police. His address is Dalston Section
House, la Ramsgate Street, Hackney, E.8.

Peter Spittlehouse has gained his B.A. degree in Art at
Durham University.

John Cabourne has been appointed Deputy Chief Public
Health Inspector to Hatfield Rural District Gouncil.

K. Stothard has been appointed to the staff of Huntley
College, Auckland, New Zealand, and expects to sail on August
28th, via Panama.

J. C. White was invited to a reception at the British
Embassy, Madrid, on the occasion of H.M. the Queen's birthday.

The dance, organised jointly by the O.B.A. and the High
School Old Girl's Association, had unfortunately to be post-
poned to a date late in October or early November. Details
will be circulated at a later date.

John McLauchlan has been awarded a B.A. degree at
Cambridge University. He is to join the United Steel Company
in October as a graduate trainee, but before then is to spend
a three-months' working holiday in America and Canada.

Noel MCPhun has been awarded a Diploma of IArchitecture
at Sheffield, where he is w take up a post.

Charles Windass has been appointed to the statI of Glen-
almond, a Scottish public school.

Weddings
Geoffrey Driffill to Miss Shirley Rose Moss at St. John's

Parish Church, Brigg, on 19th March.
E. F. L. Nobbs to Miss Susan Mary Kennedy at the Church

of St. Mary Magdalene, Oxford.
Robert Conboy to Miss PatrIcia Walker at st. Mary":;

Church, Wrawby, on 2nd April.
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Visitors to the School in March and during the summer
term have included: B. W. Clark, who is working for his Higher
National in Metallurgy; S. Williams, who is in the Accountant's
Office of Brigg R.D.C.; D. J. Gillespie, reading Chemistry at
Leeds; M. Tebbutt; P. Ems, who is at Worcester Training
College; A. Franks, who is at Hull University; J. E. Cox
from York Training College; M. Astbury, with the Royal Navy
at Plymouth; Alan Tinsley; G. M. Robinson, from Nottingham
University; Alan Corney, T. Frank, G. W. Brocklesby, H.
Collingham.

ODD ADVERTISING
by J. A. Richardson.

Advertising is as old as the hills; indeed a piece of Egyptian
pottery, placed by experts at 1300 B.C., bore a phrase which
today we would call a slogan. There is no end to the ingenuit)/
of those who have to sell. And they did not wait for the
introduction of printing.

It has been said with some truth that there is a buyer for
everything-if he can be found. It was an optimist in Bolivia.
who offered a volcano for sale, but the advertiser was probabl}1
correct in claiming that it would produce enough steam to
develop prodigious electrical energy.

The backs of playing cards are often used for advertisin~
and the under sides of loaves baked in tins sometimes carry
an embossed advertising slogan. Italian postage stamps were
onCe sold with every other stamp in the sheet bearing an
advertisement. New Zealand stamps once had an advertisement
printed on the back.

In 1924 the fortifications of Paris were offered for sale, and
the famous Eiffel Tower has been used for advertising purposes.
During the Second World War there were suggestions that the
world-famous Nelson Column in Trafalgar Square should be used
for patriotic advertising.

A periodical was once published, soaked in eucalyptus, which
was said to ensure that its readers did not catch cold.

In one city where a famous Charlie Chaplin film was
showing, leafiets were distributed which ensured the payment
of a thousand dollars if anyone died of laughing while witness-
ing the film.

Sometimes the efl'orts of enterprising tradesmen, when
venturing into foreign languages, have effects whIch they don't
anticipate. For instance, a Japanese outfitter displayed a notice
which read: .. Ladies please have fits upstairs."
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GETTING TO THE POINT
by M. R. Berresford.

I am thinking and thinking and getting nowhere,
And tearing my hair till my head is quite bare
For a story or joke, or even a gag
For the next blessed issue of the Grammar School Mag.

Of the state of the nation I haven't a thought,
And of nuclear physics I simply know nought,
And as for the classics, I haven't a clue
And I can't master Latin whatever I do.

So my mind is a blank and I must be a clot,
Don't know 1066 and all that blooming rot,
So I scribble away in this pitiful vein
And refiect that I cannot be far from insane.

But at least I write reams about what I don't know
Could write several volumes, ad libitum, though
I'll carryon rambling in fashion absurd
And come to the point at the end of this word.

ARGYRONET A
by A. Keeling

A curious example of a spider is the Argyroneta or water
spider, or diving spider. It is an ordinary-looking brown spider
which lives in calm water, but as its breathing organs are not
those of a water-dwelling creature, it has constructed a means
of staying indefinitely underwater.

After making a chamber beneath the surface, somewhat like
a thimble with the open end downwards, out of silk, it fills it
with breathable gas. This is done by protruding its abdomen
out of the water, which, being covered with a velvetl1ke coat
of hair, enables the spider' to swim to its" bell" carrying witb
it a thin layer of air; and when it brushes itself with its legs,
a small bubble of air ascends to the top of the" bell." This
is repeated until the chamber is full of air.

Around this underwater domicile the diving spider spins webs
to capture other aquatic insects; and, when her prey is caught
she hastens out to fetch the victim and suck its blood at leisure
in her retreat.

When the chamber is full of unbreathable air, the spider
reverses it, letting it empty itself, then restores it to its former
position and refills it.

100



MONEY) MONEYI
by Paul Greasley

Many men yearn it,
Millionaires burn it.
Poor men save it,
Misers crave it.
All things have cost it,
Bankrupts have lost it.
Forgers make it,
Robbers take it.
Shoppers spend it,
Lenders lend it.
Gamblers lose it,
I could use it !

FINDING
WITHOUT

THE NORTH
A COMPASS

by M. Hewson

During the day, provided the sun is shining, you can tell
exactly where the North lies, by using your watch. The sun
goes round, or seems, we should say. to go round the earth every
24 hours; but the hour hand of one's watch--goes round twice
in the same time. Therefore the hour hand goes round on the
face of the watch twice as fast as the sun moves. This is
important to remember.

You must place your watch horizontally, and then taking
a small twig or match place it upright against the rim of the
watch. Turn the watch round till the shadow which the stick
casts falls on the hour hand.

Supposing it is twelve o'clock, noon; if the hour hand is
turned so that the shadow rests Upon it, the figure XII on the
watch's face will be poInting South. In that case the North
would be quite easy to find.

Supposing it is 2 o'clock. The shadow rests upon the figure
II. But, remembering the sun moves only half as fast as the
hour hand, we must find the position on the watch half-way
between the II and XII if we want our direction. We must
look where the figure I points; that will be the South. At four
o'clock, again, we must look for the figure half-way between IV
and XII. It is not difficult when once you have learned the
simple rule and the reason for it.
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HOMEWORI<.
by A. J. Dear

It's a fine and lavely eve
But I'm here to do. my tails-

To. learn of H1!O and things
And why hat water bails.

It wauld test a patient Jab
To. find the chard and angle.

Sametimes I do. it straight away
But aften it's a wangle.

There's French and Latin, Physics taa,
Geagraphy and Histary,

Pythagaras is just a square
Enshrauded deep in mystery.

But still these tasks are always set,
These sums are somehow dane;

Suppase it's like most things in life-
Sametimes it's almost fun.

HE WHO LAUGHS LAST
by A. Miller

It was a rawdy party, and everyane was talking and laughing
at the same time. They all had to. say a party piece. At last
it was Gerald's turn. His piece was very funny and everyone
laughed heartily, except Jahn. The party developed, and everf-
ane went hame full and happy. On the way hame Hectar asked
John, "Why didn't yau laugh at Gerald's jake? Didn't you like
it? "

"Oh yes, it was a gaad jake. But I can't stand Gerald, so.
I'll laugh when I get home."

THE COLONEL) S PONDS
by M. Graveling

The bell rang and the bus slawly came to. a halt. We were
in Scawby. With my fishing gear upon my back I hastily left
the bus and made my way to. the entrance of Scawby Park.
After passing thraugh the woaden gate (which I taak great care
in shutting) I began to. crass the lush, green grass in front af
the Calanel's hause.

The fiacks af sheep were saon dispersed as I walked amangst
them. In a very shart time I had reached a secand gate througb
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which I passed and entered the swaying trees encircling the
lower lake. The glistening water was soon visible between the
branches and very shortly I found myself on the grassy bank.
After taking possession of one of the landing stages, constructed
by members of the school fishing club, I soon had my tackle
ready and I cast out my float. The water swayed hypnoticall1/
as my float took its upright position.

A splash in another corner of the lake aroused my attention.
A pike! Keen anglers were soon attempting to make a' catch
of this fearful fish, but they were trying in vain. Suddenly
from close by there came another splash. This time it was some
unfortunate boy. Over excitement? Maybe. Who could say?

In a very short tjme, owing to the kindness of Colonel
Nelthorpe and his motherly housekeeper, the boy was once again
fishing happily from his landing stage. At 5 oclock I made my
way across the park and was very shortly seated in the bus for
home after a pleas.ant day's fishing in lovely surroundings.

THE IN VADER
by D. J. Holme

There's mischief afoot in garden and border tonight,
The black cat slinks along the edge,
Leaps the wall, and avoids the light,
To the ginger cat's tryst.

The catmint and pinks sink beneath
The rose prickles daunt it not,
Silently it meets its mate,
Beside the chrysanthemum plot.

Their call rises in shriek and wail,
Re-echoed in the gardener's soul,
For the flowers crushed and pale
Are the Invaders' toll.

its weight,

BOOK REVIEW
H.M.S. ULYSSES BY ALISTAIR MACLEAN

by A. J. Trees
H.M.S. Ulysses is a gripping flctitious maritime story based

on the actual experiences of Russian-bound convoys during the
last war.

H.M.S. Ulysses is an escort destroyer and the story tells us
of the emotions and reactions of the crew of that ship during
a certain voyage.

The" certain voyage" is from Britain to Murmansk 111
N. Russia. The job of H.M.S. Ulysses is to lead the escort fleet.
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The voyage takes the convoy through one of the coldest
regions of the earth and the author mentions the temperature
and its effect on the crew, throughout the book.

As in most sea stories with a wartime setting, U-boats are
continually menacing the 35 ship-str:ong convoy, but Alistair
Maclean also stresses with great brilliance the natural hazards
of such a voyage; gales, snow, cold, ice, spray, lashing spray
which freezes on impact with one's face. These are the factorS'
which drive men to the end of their physical and mental
endurance, and these are the conditions under which the author
critically examines the thoughts of the crew. For instance.
Carrington, the officer, is cool, calm and collected even in the
midst of battle; he differs from Stoker Riley, a mutinous
character from the ship's bowels who turns his back on battle
when given the least opportunity.

Alistair Maclean's vivid and brutal descriptions-for war is'
vivid and brutal-make one feel as if one is really there, perhap~
on the bridge under gunfire from the Condors or giant bombers.
or deep' in the ship's heart, the transmitting room, waiting fOJ:
an explosion or for the hull to be rent apart, for gallons of
water to rush in and engulf you, waiting for death!

In all this brutality and blood the author finds emotion,
and one's heart is often touched in some parts of the book.

So I recommend, read it. You will learn something of war.
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