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" Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat,

Please put a penny in the old man's hat."

HOW often has this cliche greeted our ears, accompanied by a

strange cacophony of children's vOices? Three weeks

before the sacred festival, the civilised world is plunged into a

vast commercial enterprise. The month of December heralds

one of the greatest confidence tricks of all time. Yet even before

half-term the business houses are preparing for the moving

onslaught. The fancy lights and decorations leave their dusty

cupboards and the hundreds of white-bearded gentlemen fit on

their scarlet gowns.

"Once more into the breach, dear friends!"

Our christianised pagan feast of celebrations, charity and

family reunI:;n reverts to its dark past. The birth of our Jesus

Christ fades into obscurity behind a mantleshelf bedecked with
glossy cards. The gay sound of bells peals from hungry tills.

Whg,t was once a pauper's hat becomes a bottomless pit.

Someone does receive benefit from this gilt-edged Yule-tide.

But only misery and heart-ache are left to those whose family

cannot celebrate Christmas. Amidst a mass of to,rn and mangled

metal will lie many a "Merry" reveller. Despite a multitude

of pleas, we still insist upon drinking, drivIng and dying.

However, let us not end the term on such an unsavoury note.

It cannot happen to us. ISO may I wish all our readers:

" Good health, and a very Merry Christmas."

1'>'7u,
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School Notes

WE began term with a more than the usual number of new
Masters. Mr. Cole, who has been for three years in the West
Indies, is teaching mainly Latin; Mr. Slack has come to his first
appointment to teach Geography and Biology; Mr. Walker is
t2aching English and Latin. We also have Mrs. Heward, who
teaches at Westmoor School, for one day a week mainly for
tutorial work with the Remove (a revived breed of the genus
Brlggensis) and Mr. Evans, the new Vicar of Hibaldstow, who
comes two days a week for Religious Instruction. We hope they
will all enjoy their teaching here.

Mr. Plmlott will be away most of the term for his fellowship
at Wadham College, Oxford. He has found himself very welcome
there, has b2en given many opportunities to meet people and
discuss sur common problems, and finds his secondment profit-
able and enjoyable. We gather that the hospitality of the
Wadham High Table is no small .. fringe benefit" Of his envIable
experience!

Speech Day on October 20th followed our usual pattern-
although there are some amongst us who would question whether
changes might not profitably be made. The Vice-Chancellor of
Leicester University enlivened prsceedings by reasonably discreet
references to the Head Master's past. Before the occasion some
concern was felt about the school's singing, and we have now
re-Instituted a bass and tenor choIr to lead our singing in
Assembly. It is hoped that this may lead to renewed interest
and more competence in this field. We shall, at the end of term,
join the High Sch:ol in a concert of choral and orchestral music.
We are grateful for the opportunity to do this, and hope it will
be an auspicious beginning.

Also at the end of term on Wednesday, December 16th, School
House - under the management of Geoffrey Parkinson - will
produce the John Arden Christmas play" The Business of GGod
Government" in the Parish Church.

The earlier part of the term was enlivened by the election,
and both Mr. Mallalieu and Mr. Croft Baker spoke to voluntary
audiences of boys mainly from the VIth Form. They did not
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agree entirely about our political wisdom, but did agree that the
questi~ns were informed, lively and courteous.

The Chairman revealed at Speech Day that the buildings
for which this school has been hoping for many years were no
longer the chimera they have been for so long. May this not
prove to be yet another false hope!

FUTURE DATES

Spring Term begins Tuesday, 12th January.
Half Term: 20th-23rd February.
Spring Term ends Thursday, 8th April.
Summer Term begins Tuesday, 27th April.
Whitsun Holiday; 5th-8th June.
Summer Term ends Friday, 23rd July.

MR. T. G. RICHARDS

THE Staff of the School suffered an irreparable loss last term
in the death of T. Glyn Richards. It was in 1928 that he came
to Brigg to his first teaching post and, as was the case with
several other Masters at that time, he became so involved in the
activities of the Scho~l that any-thought of moving on to another
post just didn't occur to him.

One remembers his gentlemanly manner, his charm and
kindliness, especially to any newcomer on the Staff, and this
resulted in some cases in long and cherished friendships. He
had an intense dislike of anything mean or underhand, and he
set a standard of behaviour which we couldn't fail to admire,
and which contributed so much to the happy atmosphere of
the Staff Room.

We remember his enthusiastic participation in Staff Plays
and in Staff singing, and his unselfish efforts for the Musical
Society. In fact he gave himself freely to anything which fostered
the Hfe and well-being of the School community.

He enjoyed life to the full and his sense of fun was
infectious. In his teaching, his music, and other pursuits he
was a perfectionist and always strove to this end.

At present one feels that both the School and the Staff
have lost an irreplaceable member and servant. As a colleague
we shall miss him greatly, but we can feel fortunate that we
have had the privilege of knowing him and working with him.

H. PIMLOTT.

140



OTHERS are more qualified to write about Glyn Richards' ability
and skills as a teacher and musician but an Old Boy, reflecting
on his assoc1atLns with this well known and much respected
master may well ask, "What was- it that made him stand out
as one of the personalities one remembers so long after leaving
Brigg Grammar School?

"
Through a quiet, and sometimes reserved, manner there

shone two clear characteristics-and for these we have cause
for gratitude and thanksgiving. He had a real concern for boys
as individuals and a passi~nate desire for the welfare of the
School. This latter cause he was able to instil into many of his
pupils. His talents and gifts, his charming personality and
kindness were freely placed at the disposal of the School so that
its members could feel that they mattered and that there was
purpose and direction in the life of the School Community.

Boys were not just numbers or names to "Tiger." They were
important individuals. As a third former taking part in the
Christmas Concert for the first time one remembers his patience
with inexperience and his encouragement to combat nervousness.
As a boader of his own form-the Lower Fourth-one often had
the pleasure of an invitaticn to croquet and tea on a summer
Sunday afternoon when Mrs. Richards shared his interest in our
welfare and activiLes. This personal concern no doubt developed
when he was an Assistant Housemaster and it was never over-
shadowed by any school activities nor was it ever over done.
As a member of the Magazine Committee and an editor of this
publication one remembers-now it must be admitted with
gratitude-his wisdom and discretion. We often thought him
too conservative and" set in his ways" but his cautious and
Eensitive approach to all matters, especially outrageous editorials,
always won our respect and saved us from many difficulties.
As an Old Boy visiting the School for a few hours one was always
amazed at how much he had remembered about one's activities
and he never failed to enquire about one's progress. His interest
never diminished.

The vast amount of time given to producing" The
Briggensian" was an indication of his c~ncern for the School's
welfare and its relationship with the public at large. The
magazine had to reflect all aspects of School life and show it
to be a living and lively community as well as recording for
posterity its achievements and struggles. Tpn or more years
ago, with his shrewd habit of looking ahead, he was planning
to pr~duce a Bumper Issue to celebrate the School's Tercentenary
in 1969. Such an edition, mindful of his plans and policy, would
be a fitting tribute to one who gave hours of hard labour each
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term to its production. But his interest in the School's welfare
was not limited to its magazine and its music. His interests
were wide and varied. ranging from the Hou~e plays at Christmas
tD the School football and cricket matches which he regularly
supported. He was no "9 to 4 "schoolmaster. His life and work
revolved around Brigg Grammar School. its boys and their
activities, and in many ways he helped to maintain its traditions,
improve its standards and enrich the lives of its members.

The success of this dedicated life of service to one School
and its source of inspiration are not hard to find. He had a
strong Faith in God and was a Christian by conviction not just
for the sake of conformity. Although brought up in the Welsh
Methodist tradition he was a regular worshipper at Brigg Parish
Church and one feels that here, in the worship of the Christian
Community, he found the strength and determination to use all
his abilities and skills in the service of the School ana- the local
c~mmunity. There is no doubt that because of this Christian
conviction his life never lacked sense of purpose or direction.
He served the School and its boys because he believed this was
his Vocation and he always gave the impression that his work
was just that-a Vocation, not just a job.

His death, at a comparatively early age, is a great loss to
the School and its present-and past-members' sorrow must be
deep, but our personal emotions must be coloured by the Faith
he displayed. We are not to sorrow as those who have no hope.
For the Christian the death of the physical body is nothing to
fear. It is not the end-but the gateway to Life. We can surely
thank God for the life and service of Glyn Richards and commend
his soul to: the care of our Faithful Creator who raises the dead
and gives new Ufe to those who in this world live by faith. May
the assurance of the sympathy and prayers of many Old
Briggensians and the knowledge of this" sure and certain hope"
be a source of strength to Mrs. Richards and her relatives at
this time. . D. L. LEANING.

FOR over thirty years Briggensians have received instruction
from Mr. Richards. As a teacher of Latin, he had what is perhaps
one of the most difficult subjects in the school curriculum to
explain to reluctant schoolboYs, and his anecdotes taken from
RJman history have delighted generations of Briggensians. To
the sixth former and the junior, to the clever and the less able.
his attention was devoted, his teaching meticulous and his know-
ledge of the subject complete. To all who knew him he was kind
and sympathetic. By losing him we all have lost a friend.

J. E. COX.
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SALVETE

IlIA and III alpha:

Ancholme: COLE, R. A.; ETTY, S.; FOX, R.; GRIFFIN D.;
GUNNEE, P.; HILLS, M. J.; NORTH, P. R.; PARKER,
S. N.; STINSON, R.; USHER, N. P.; WEST, G.

Nelthorpe: ADAMS, P. C.; CALLAGHAN, M.; COOPER, E. S.;
EVERETT, C. M.; HARTY, W. J.; HILL, G. A.; HJLGATE,
P.O.; HORSFIELD, B.; LEANING, G. N.; MUDIE, N.;
PEARSON, B. R.; ROBERTS, G.; ROUSE, M. S.;
ROWBOTTOM, R.; TAYLOR, P. R.; TINKER, J. A.;
WOOD, C. S.; McIVER, R. A.

School: BUTTRICK, M. R.; CASSWELL, M. R.; CHAPPELL,
J. R.; DAVENPO~T, C. J.; JOHNSON, S. R.; LA'\TC'STER,
N. H.; RAMSAY, A. F.; WOOD, J. L.; WRIGHT, P.

Sheffield: CHARLESWORTH, T. W.; GILLESPIE, D. L.;
LAURENCE, P. J.; MOUNTJOY, P.; READ, M. P. G.;
ROUNCE, T.; SMITH, L. F.

Yarborough: BRAITHWAITE, S. T.; CURTIS, C. G.;
DACOSTA, E, M.; FELL, S. C. R.; HUTCHINS:)N, S.;
JOHNSON, G. R.; LUSBY, J. H.; NEAL, P. J.;
SETTERFIELD, G. 0.; SPENCER, D. A.

L.IV.A:
KATE, P. R. (Sheffield).

L.IV.L:
KNOX, A. (Nelthorpe),

U.IV.L:
KNOX, F. (Nelthorpe).

U.IV.G:
GRAEME, A. P. (Ancholme),
TWINN, H. E, (Yarb~rough),

U.V. (Remove):
COWAN, P. J. (Nelthorpe).

L.VI Maths.:
KAYE, A. J. (Sheffield),
DE JARDIN, J. (Nelthorpe).
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VALETE

Up,per VI:

ANDERSON, R. M. John Leggot Grammar School.

BARKER. P. Teachers' Training College.
BEARDMORE, C. L. M. Sh=ffield University, MedIcal Faculty.

BERRESFORD, M. R. Salford College of Advanced
Technology.

BULL, A. D. Northumberland Training College.

BUTTRICK, D. H. St. Mary's Tutorial College.

CLAPHAM,!. Britannia Royal Navy College, Dartmouth.

CLARK, B. Bradf:;rd Institute of Technology, Electrical
Engineering.

DUFFELEN, J. A. Nottingham University, Pharmacy.

GIBBONS, C. Liverpool University, History and Politics.

GWYTHER, J. Borough Road Training College.

HARRISON. J. S. University College, London, Electrical
Engineering.

HAVER CROFT, J. D. City of Leeds Training College.

HEMPSTEAD, P. H. Teachers' Training College.

HUNTER, G. Grimsby College of Further Education.

KIRKMAN, C. J. Leicester College of Art.

MACKAY,!. Brist:;l University, Faculty of Architecture.

PARR, R. D. Teachers' Training College.

PEDLEY, P. Battersea College of Advanced Technology.

PROCTER, K. S. Leeds University, Medical Faculty.

RICHARDS, J. T, London School of Economics.

SANDERSON, J. T. Newcastle University, Civil Engineering.

SERGEANT, M. C. Northumberland Training College.

SHEPHERD, R. J. Liverpool University, Faculty of Medicine.

SPRAKE, H. S. Manchester University, Mechanical
Engineering.

TEASDALE, J. P. Leicester College of Art.

TREES, J. A. Edinburgh University, Veterinary Medidne.

TRUBRIDGE, -. Huddersfield College of Technology.

WHITE, P. St. John's Training College.

WILLFORD, A. S. Newcastle University.
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WINFIELD, H. Leeds College of Art.
WOOD, K. W. Law Articles.
WORRAL, T. M. Law Articles.
MAGUIRE, J. R. Manchester University.
ANDREW, F. J. Police.

Upper IV:
CLARK, R. W. Another School.
MORRISSEY, F. Another School.
PARRY, MICHAEL. Another School.
SOMMERVILLE, R. Another School.
COVINGTON, R. G. Another School.

Upper V:
BRACKENBURY, P. Royal Air Force, Technician Apprentice.
EASTON, K. Appleby-Frodingham, Apprentice Fitter and

Turner.
EVERETT, K. D. Apprentice Quantity Surveyor.
HEAD, N. B. Garage Mechanic.
HUDSON, A. C. A.I.E. Technician Apprentice.
HUNT. G. R. A. Appleby-Frodingham, Apprentice Fitter

and Turner.
KEAVEY, T. Appleby-Frodingham, Junior Stock Taker.
MACE, P. R. Accountancy, Taylor & Patchett, Brigg.
MAY, F. A. Junior Salesman, Burtons Scunthorpe.
O'SHEA, D. A. Appleby-Frodingham, Chemistry Laboratory.
ROOK. D. J. Apprentice Draughtsmn, Rose Brothers,

Gainsb::.rough.
SHEPHERD, R. J. Hotel Management Grand Hotel, Lincoln.
CRAIGIE, P. J. Lorry Driver's Mate.
GROVES, R. J.
HIGGINS, G. R.

S'I'UCHBERY, J. F.
WHITAKER, J.
LEWIS, M. O. Another School.

THE HISTORY OF BRIGG GRAMMAR SCHOOL

COPIES of Dr. Henthorn's History of Brigg Grammar School are

still available from him. The price is 32/6.
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House Notes

ANCHOLME

I WOULD first like to take this opportunity of thanking last
year's head of House, Robert Maguire, for his unfailing support
for the House and officially congratulating him on winning the
Service Cup, which was a just reward for his untiring work
both in School and the Methodist Youth Council - congratula-
tions.

This term brings many new boys to the House, :md upon
them wlll eventually rest the future success of the House.
Consequently, they will have to take a full part in all activities
to make certain that Ancholmes continue their uDward climb
in both the sporting and academic spheres of school life.

In the Swimming Sports last year, we did not do as well as
we could have expected, only coming-fourth. With harder train-
ing and a greater number of entries, we could have done much
better. After all, boys in the Town House have a greater
opportunity of using the swimming pool than any other house,
except School. I am looking for better results next year!

On the football field we have been unlucky. We have two 0f
last year's ,School 1st XI in the House, Alan Fuller and Fsreman,
but unfortunately Fuller fractured a cheek bone early in the
season and has not played in any of the matches so far. We have
lost both Senior matches 0-2 to Nelthorpe, and 1-5 to Sheffield,
but in both matches everyone tried extremely hard, 9nd this is
as important as winnng. Foreman has played regularly for the
first XI, and FUller would undoubtedly have done so if he had
not been injured. John Hastings and Graham Taylor have played
for the 2nd XI, Hastings h9ving several 1st XI games. In the
Under 14 XI Competition, we lost 1-2 to Nelthorpe and beat
Sheffield 3-1. Paul Macoll, Martin Havercroft, Ian Bruce and
Billy Fisher have played for the School Under 14 XI.

In other sports we are well represented: Alan Dodds has been
running consistently well for the School Cross Country team,
Peter Thompson captains the School Hockey team, and we h we
the Captain of the Rugby team.
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Academically, we noted with pride that the Headmaster
remarked on Speech Day that many of the prizewinners were
from Ancholme House - congratulations, and keep up the good
work.

So, to conclude, this has been a successful term in everything
except results, but if everyone will work harder, then these results
will Inevitably Improve, especially as the House Spirit is so high.

M. R. FOREMAN.

NEL THORPE

I WOULD like to welcome the first year boys and any others who
have swelled our ranks this term. It should be impressed upon
the first year boys that the success of the House depends on
co-operation and enthusiasm from all its members. Although only
a minority can at present show these qualities in the junior foot-
ball team, we shall give them all their opportunity in cross-
country, athletics and swimming.

Last term, in winning the cricket cup, we also became Cock
House for the first time in many years, and here it is appropriate
to recognise the efforts of John Gwyther, who contributed much
to the sporting successes of the House during hIs two years as
House C'aptain. All the signs show that the high spirit which
existed last year will be maintained, because the junior and
senior football teams have Won both their matches so far against
Ancholme and School House. The juniors are to be congratu-
lated on their efforts, since they had no success last year.

The House is well represented In all the school football teams,
and has members in the cross-country teams. Although we have
lost several of our senior cross-country" stars," there still remains
a hard core of runners, and we have promising runners in the
junior sections; wIth hard work we can maintain our successes
over the last two seasons in cross-country. We remain one of the
largest Houses, and we should make use of our numbers in com-
petitions such as the cross-country. With determination we shaH
retain Cock House. J. A. RICHARDSON.

SCHOOL

WE started this term by welcoming Mr. Walker as a new House
Master; we hope that he will enjoy his stay with us. We have
also added a fine body of first-years to our ranks; they all seem
to be of the "beefy" type, and should help us on the games field
In years to come.
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Unfortunately we have not been able to show our uSlal
strength on the football pitch up to date. We lost 2-5 (Seniors)
and 0-3 (Juniors) against Nelthorpe, and 1-6 and 0-5 against
Yarborough. As a word of encouragement to the Juniors, may
I remind you that it is not necessarily the result of a game that
counts, but the amount of enjoyment you get out of it. The
seniors certainly did not deserve the defeats suggested by the
results; in both matches they played football of at least the same
quality of their opponents.

Sport has not by any means been the only outlet of the Home
this term. A number of projects of one form or another having
been launched and completed. We began by introducing a small
House Library, stocked with paper-backs provided out of the
House fund, the response to which has been surprisingly large.
The House has also purchased a certain amount of Rock-climbing
equipment, which wlll enable small parties of boys to learn the
arts of the sport when the Winter months are behind us.

All our parents will remember that for the first time for
many years we arranged a Bonfire Party on November 5th. With
your generous donations, we were able to buy over £ 20 worth of
fireworks; these, and the enormous fire, built under the super-
vision of the L VI, ensured complete success. Even the most senior
boys enjoyed the" pretty ones."

In the midst of this activity, certain members of the House
have been working extremely hard to produce the Christmas pla"y.
"The Business of Good Government," by John Arden, which is
to be performed in st. John's Church, Brigg. This play represents
hours of hard work under the guidance of Geoff Parkinson, and
we wish the cast every success.

This brings us right up to the present, with Boarders' Weekend
coming just round the corner. After this weekend we intend to
get down to the organisation of the House's usual Christmas
festivities for the end of term. We hope that these will be up to
their usual riotous standard! M. PEARSON.

SHEFFIELD

IT has been a noticeable fact this term that the House is decidedly
"top-heavy." This fact is well illustrated by looking at the
figures for the seniors and juniors - at the senior end we have
seven school prefects, whereas we have had only seven first years.
This was bound to take place, however, when young boys wanting
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to come to the school have to pay their own 'bus fares, unless
they have connexions with the school. I hope that something
is done to remedy this shortly, such as having the juniors from
Broughton, as it makes matters extremely difficult in respect of,
games. Our junior football captain, GibJ:;ons, must have great
difficulty in picking a team when he has only eighteen boys to
call upon.

It was a noticeable fact that eleven out of the eighteen
prizes for Advanced level achievements at Speech Day went to
Sheffs. In this field we would congratulate Paynter, who won both
the Latin and French prizes. The "0" level results were not as
good as this, but Lord should be congratulated for his good
results. The only form prize which was won outright by a Sheff.
was L VI Maths and Science, awarded to Miller.

At the time of writing we have had only one House match,
against Ancholme. The seniors won comfortably - 5-1 - thanks
to goals from Newstead (2), East (2) and Allcock. The junior,;,
however, lost 3-1, Lazenby scoring the goal. If the seniors can
maintain the standard they displayed on this occasion, they should
do well - everything depends on whether the juniors can take
at least four points to supplement the seniors.

Sheffs. have been well represented in all school teams. We
would congratulate East on being made captain of football, and
also on being made vice-captain of the County Grammar Schools'

. XI. We have at the moment four Sheffs. in the 1st XI, which,
though not as large a proport:on as we have had in past years,
is still a reasonable presentation from the House. In the hockey
team, which has been playing so well recently, Cowling (when not
playing football), Holme and Miller have all been making their
presence felt.

We have noticed this term that one of our Lower VIth
members is the leading light of one of the lesser-known publica-
tions circulating around the school. I will not comment here on
the merits of such a publication, but at least it does shoW' that
there are still signs of life in the Lower VIth.

Lastly, we must thank Mr. Jackson for his help this term,
while Mr. Pimlott has been on a Teacher Fellowship at Oxford.
His help has been mainly \vith the under 14's, with whom he is
in close contact, thus making selection for our junior team much

I

easier.

J. D. ALLCOCK.
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YARBOROUGH

THE Autumn Term is one of settling down in a new environment
for most people, and particularly for the first-year boys. We
welcome our new members in Yarborough House and hope that
they live up to the spirit and example of the older boys.

The end of last term was a disappointing one for us. We
again failed in swimming - an habitual occurence, which
demands far more effort ~ and had only mediocre success in
cricket. Consequently, we did not hold the Cock House CuP, which
we had won the previous year, but I have greater hopes for this
year.

The major activity in this term is football. We have a long
tradition of consistently good performances here, and this year
we can do even better. The Junior team is our strong point, and
we could and should gain all eight points in the Under 14 com-
petition. The Seniors were not so hopeful, but ably captained by
Markham, they look like exceeding all expectations in this
campaign. We have already trounced School 6~1 in the Seni0r
match and 5-0 in the Junior, and We play our next game on
November 25th against Sheffield. The Juniors should win this
comfortably, and on recent performances, the Seniors stand a
very good chance of getting at least a point.'

In the school teams, we are well represented with Markham,
Clarke and Day in the 1st XI; Spencer and Hewson in the .2nd
XI; with' Vickers and Stothard forming the backbone of the
Under 14's. Towler, Brewer and C1ayton represent us in the cross-
country team, and we have Barton in the hockey team.

As the year goes on, we have high hopes of more successes
in the field of sport, particularly in athletics and cross-country,
and we ask everybody to do their best to return the Cock House
Cup to Yarborough House.

D. BREWER.
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Sport

FOOTBALL NOTES
THE School has had a moderate start to the season, dUe mainly
to several injur:es, which have meant we have not had a settled
team until just recently. At the start we were without the
services of the captain, E:9st, and full-back, Clarke; then, just
when they got back, we lost Fuller for 2 months. However, we
are now settling down to a 4-2--4 system which has brought
three convincing wins in the last four matehes.

v. Old Boys. September 16th.

The team had to be. chosen on past performances, as this
match was played on our second day back at school. School's mid-
field play was quite good, but the shooting was almost non-
existent, partly due to the heavy, rain-soaked ball. Thus the
stronger Old Boys' team scored twice in the second half through
centre-forward Scott.

Result: Lost 0-2.

v. Wintl"ingham G.S. October 3rd.
The b9d conditions were bound to bring mistakes, and School

took the lead through a Wintringham defensive error. Wintring-
ham equalised with a breakaway goal just before half time, but
School proved too strong for the opposition in the second half,
and Cowling made it 2-1 ',vith a great shot, and Maycock added
another after hitting the post.

Result: Won 3-1. Scorers: O.g., Cowling, Maycock.

v. Louth G.S. October 14th.

School pressed for the whole of this match, but in the first
half, missed chances by East, Cowling and Plumtree, and a
breakawa.y goal by Louth's centre-forward, saw school 1-0 down.
Although school attacked and attacked in the second half, we
only scored once, when Maycock equalised with about 15 minutes
to go.

Result: Drawn 1-1. Scorer: Maycock.

v. Scunthorpe G.S. October 24th.

School played well at the start, and Maycock headed the
first goal, but as the game progressed, Scunthorpe got on top and
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scored twice in five minutes to give them a 2-1 half time lead.
Plumtree eQualised shortly after the re-start, and we held the
opposition until midway through the second half, then the defence
crumbled and Scunthorue scored four more before the end.

A hard game, in which School never really had the answer
to Scunthorpe's 4-2-4 system.

Result: Lost 2-6. Scorers: Maycock, Plumtree.

v. John Leggott G.S. Oc'tober 31st.

School just seemed to have the edge in the first half, and
Maycock gave us the lead with a fine header. In the second half,
J. Leggott switched the centre-half and centre-forward and found
new punch, scoring twice in five minutes. School regained
control and pressed, but only equalised due to an unlucky own
goal by Kelsey.

Result: Draw 2-2. Scorers: Maycock, O.g.

v. Wintringham G.S. November 7th.
As school had not been playing too well, we decided to adopt

the 4--2-4 system, which was a great success, the defensive four
deserving particular praise. Palmer gave school a half-time lead,
redeeming an earlier miss. Wintringham equalised early in the
second half, but school pressed near the end and Plumtree
scored the winner with a very well taken goal.

Result. Won 2-1. Scorers: Palmer, Plumtree.

v. Lincoln School. November 11th.

Both schools were evenly matched, and it was a ha.rd game
from the start. Lincoln scored first when Allcock threw the ball
straight to the feet of Lincoln inside-forward Denton, who chipped
it into the empty goal. Before school recovered, Lincoln netted
again. School .fought back and drew level with an own goal and
Markham's goal from a great through-pass by Plumtree. Lincoln
took the lead early in the second half, and then school pressed
hard and were unlucky not to equalise.

Result: Lost 2-3. Scorers: O.g., Markham.

v. Cleethorpes. November 14th.

School, although playing uphill and against the wind in the
first half, controlled the game from the start, and were rewarded
with goals by Markham and East. School continued to press, with
both Markham and East hitting the bar from outside the penalty
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IxIx. Maycock made it 3-0 early in the second half. Cleethorpes
pulled one back, and then Maycock added a fourth after Cowling
had hit the ball with a tremendous drive.

Result: Won 4-1. Scorers: Markham, East, Maycock (2),

v. Frederick Gough G.S. November 21st.

School started without Clarke, and through a bad back pass
by Plumtree, Frederick Gough took the lead. The game evened
out a little when Clarke came, but school's defence was still very
weak. East equalised with a fine goal after half an hour. After
the re-start, school took command, and Markham made it 2-1,
Maycock 3-1, East 4-1 and Markham again from a fine centre
by Plumtree.

Result: Won 5-1. Scorers: East (2), Markham (2), Maycock.

East and Allcock have been chosen to represent Lincolnshire
Grammar Schools XI for the second year running, East is vice-
captain.

The following have played in the 1st XI: Allcock, Markham,
Parkinson, Palmer, Foreman, Chapman, Plumtree, Maycock,
Fuller, Cowling, Day. Gilby, Hastings, Berresford, Clarke, East.

R S. EAST.

HOCKEY

THIS term has been one of the most successful for the school
team for a number of years, and more than half of our games
have been won. Our first match gave us hope for the future,
for despite going down 5-1 to Keadby Power Station, we were far
from outclassed. We followed this by being beaten 2-1 by RT.B.
in an excellent game. Since this undeserved defeat, we have not
looked back, and have beaten App.-Frod. 3-1, Brigg II 3-0,
Normanby Park 4-1 and Keadby Power Station 2-1, and in
addition we gained an extremely good 1-1 draw with Grimsby
Railways. Not only have the results been to our advantage, but
we have proved ourselves capable of playing skilful hockey, and
this was particularly evident in the Normanby game. The appre-
ciation the team has for Mr. Barker's enthusiasm was very
evident when, under the initiative of one of its youngest members
we collected enough money to buy him a new school shirt to
wear in matches. My thanks are due to Mr. Barker and the team
for their support this term.

P. J. THOMPSON.
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CROSS-COUNTRY

THE season has been marked by a reduction in fixtures, not from
any undue slothfulness, but as part of a new policy to use cross-
country as part of the winter programme for the next athletics
season. In spite of this, there has been a considerable measure
of success in the inter-schools' matches: the seniors having
scored victories over Louth, Scunthorpe, Sleaford, Wintringhan:
and Frederick Gough (with one defeat, at the hands of Clef'-
thorpes), while the intermediates and juniors have carried all
before them. At the time of writing we are anticipating a. busy
(and interesting) programme for certain individuals in the last
weeks of term. There are to be visits to the North Midland League
fixture at Nottingham and the winter track meeting at Feltham,
Middlesex, as well as defence of the trophy won at the Grimsby
Championships last year.

SWIMMING

LAST year's sports came after the Briggensian had gone to print.
For the record, therefore, here are the results:-

The Senior waiterman was Peter White, who outstripped all
opposition to win his races. Runner-up was Foreman, 10 points
behind.

Intermediate waterman was Simon Warcup with 32 points,
followed by D. Hall, 27 points, and Junior waterman was Scott,
followed by Fickling.

Final positions: 1, School: 2. Sheffield: 3, Nelthorpe: 4,
AnCholme; 5, Yarborough.

On September 30th we took part in a 4-cornered match at
Lincoln. We were placed fourth and were disappointed, but
not surprised, for all the other schools competing have heated
pools and can use them so much longer than we can. Brigg
undoubtedly has the potential, but lack of adequate training
facilities means that it cannot be exploited to the full.

However, in 1969 (the Tercentenary year) we hope to have
a covered heated pool. then we shall really prove our worth.

M. R. FOREMAN.
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RUGBY NOTES

LAST year we had a good XV but. with many players leaving,

this year was bound to be a mediocre season.

To the time of writing these notes we have only been able

to play one game. ~\gainst Wintringham G.S. In the absence of

the captain (who was sacr,~giously kicking the round leather
ball!) the team was led by th.e vi:~e-captain, Mike Ashton. As

was expected. the inexperience of the side led to their downfall.

The forwards failed to act as a co-ordinated combined force, con-
sequently the backs did not see very much of the ball. The final

score was 6~1l. Mick Cowang' kicking two goals for Brigg.

By far the most important event of the term has taken place

oft' thE field of play. We have been given the use of a field;
posts have been acquired, and are awaiting to be painted. With

this field of our own, we shall be able to practice more frequently,

and perhaps be able to reach o. higher standard of play.

M. R. FOREMAN.

BASKETBALL

TO introduce a new mter-school activity into the present full

games programme of the school is net easy. Basketball, the latest

inclusion, takes only 40 minutes, and conveniently fits into the

hour between 4 and 5 o'clock. Inter-School League Competition.;

have usually been frowned on bv the school, but it is the only
way fer us to get games in this area. as all the other schools are

already committed to a full leagu.e programme. Being on the

Scunthorpe and District Schools' Sports Association Under 16

Basketball Leg gue has gnaranteed us one game a week from

November to April.
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The Under 16 team is run as a club, and all members, about
seventeen of them, will get their fair share of games. As all the
players are inexperienced, we don't expect tremendous successes,
but of the games so far played, we have never been completely
outplayed, even by teams with considerable match experience.

Our lack of experience does show up when the opposition
really gets going, but it has been pleasing to see how qUickly some
players are improving. The players must alter their mental
approach to the game, however, if they are to be successful. The
game is still a "man's game," in spite of the" no contact" rule.
They must, therefore, play with more determination and strength,
for while everyone has thoroughly enjoyed the games so far, there
is nothing so enjoyable as success.

J. E. MOORE.

BADMINTON CLUB

THE membership has been opened to the U.Vth forms this year.
Members have been playing .constantly at lunch after the spell
of broken strings had ended.

Two matches have been played so far this term, both against
St. Mark's Church Youth Club of Scunthorpe.The match at
Scunthorpe vIas a heavy defeat for school, the only victory coming
from R. East over J. Allcock. The members of the team had to
be Shefl's. because of the time of the start. The team was: R.
East, P. Francis, M. Cowling and C. Plumtree. Result: Lost 1-11.

The return match at school was more successful, but the st.
Mark's team (four members of the School) still proved that they
were better at singles than the School team.

Team: M. Hewson, K. Palmer, J. Barton and M. Cowling
(substituting for J. Maycock). Result: Lost 3-5.

Fixtures are being .arranged against Frederick Gough, Clee-
thorpes, Wintringham, Lincoln City and Gainsborough .Q.E.G.S.

M. COWLING.
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Speech Day

School Song: "Fortitudine," H. Bryant.

The Orchestra: Music from" The Fairy Queen," Purcell.

The School: Drake's Drum, C. V. Stanford.

Address by Lt.-Coi. R. S. Nelthorpe, M.B.E., T.D., D.L., J.P.,
Chairman of the Governors.

Headmaster's Report.

Prize Distribution and Address: T. A. F. Noble, Esq., M.B.E.,
M.A., Vice-Chancellor, Leicester University.

Vote of Thanks: Rev. J. H. Arbuckle, Member of the Board
of Governors.

Seconded by the School Captain, J. D. Allcock.

National Anthem.

The. Chairman of, tbe Governors- reported ai' sad. loss to the
schooL in the deatb of Mr-..Edgar T8.¥lor, an Old: Briggensian, and,
Clerk to the Governors for many' yearl>. The Qhairman also
thank.ed, Mr. Cottingham,. whG' had. retiEed; for hil> services.; to the.
BDard of, GOVeI1I10r.s. He welcomed, Rev. J.. I:I. Arbuckle' who had.
been appointed in his place. The Chairman also commented
on a wide range. of subjects concerning the achievements and
ruture of' the sclloai.

Having' welcomed: Mi': Nbb'le; who had' been a friend and
colleague> CJ1':his ih Indiai, the' Headmaster' reterred' to pressure
<In' mre sello61' duririg" tfie' year caused by" ilie f'i'e-quent calls on
his,t'lme; rend the' time' of masters, ma;d~' by etl'ilC'at'ion:a1 confer-
ences and meetings, particularly those concerned withthe setting'
up of the new Certificate of Secondary Education. This extra
work had, hCJwever; brOugpt its" reward in widtming., the experlsnce
of aU' concerned and breaking down the barriers between various
typ-es' eft' seftool' ih th-e'"area". In a triJ:>Ute to ilie staff' the Head"-
ma-ster referred to tfie fa'Ct" tllat althoUgh the membership of
the' Sta/if RO'Offi had cha:ngetl considerably during the past few
years, rrearly all newcomers' rapidly settled in and confbr:med to,
and' in' t'lreir own way' extem:l'ed, the prevaillhg high standards.
TFtescti':lol ha'd~ however, suffered' It sa-a loss d\1ring the ~ear in
the death Of Mr. T. G. Richards who had epitomised so many
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of the virtues of a good schoolmaster: scholarly, gentlemanly.
loyal to his school, concerned for his pupils and enriching his
neighbcurhood by his talents. With this in mind the Headmaster
cjmmented that it is the calibre of the teachers that determines
the success of a school, not its buildings nor the way in which
it is organised. He added that mUch credit was due to Mr.
Birkbeck, the Director of Education who was soon to retire, for
an administration which allowed the teachers a sense of pro-
fessional dignity, purpcse and responsibility.

A wider range of games than ever before was being played
in the school witi'! creditable results. The school had, for
example, won for the fourth successive year the Senior Division
in the Lincolnshire Grammar Schools' Athletic Sports at Cranwell.
Among other activities, "A Midsummer Night's Dream" had been
prcduced successfully in cJ-operation with the High School; there
had been a successful garden party; the school had won the
Poirier Cup for debating; there had been a joint visit to Paris
with the High Schaal and the school had entertained a form of
German schoolboys.

After referring to David Newstead's success in being jointly
awarded the Cambridge Board's prize fCJr the best science papers
of the year and his subsequent winning of a college scholarship
on the results of his first year's work at Wadham College, Oxford,
the Headmaster considered the Advanced Level results which had
been weaker than usual, particularly those of the abler boys.

A detailed analysis of the 56 boys who had left at the end
of the year showed that nearly all boys whJ left at 18-on average
two-thirds of each entry-went on to further full time education,
and further that there is a very close correlation between a boy's
Verbal Reasoning Quotient, popularly known as the LQ., taken
at 11+, and his subsequent academic performance five or seven
years later.

While explaining that the new Certificate of Secondary
Educatie,n was intended for a cross-section of 16 year aIds, some
of whom would be in the Grammar School, the Headmaster
commented that the school's average of five" 0" Levels per boy
at the first attempt was such that there was no necessity for a
hurried decision on entering candidates for the new examination
A period in which the degree of acceptance of the examination
by emplJyers and professions could be assessed would be
beneficial.
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On the subject of the reorganisation of secondary education
the Headmaster, recognising that change was always necessary
and that the present climate of opinion offered the opportunity
to make desirable changes, cautioned against introducing a
complicated system which might remedy one defect while under-
mining a virtue previously taken for granted. He also urged that
the problem should be examined in its local context and that the
issue should not be obscured by accounts of ills elsewhere. Those
directly responsible in Brigg had been thinking over the problem
for two years and were prepared to discuss their ideas with a
responsible committee set up by the Authority. :He concluded
that while opportunities for eliminating weaknesses should be
taken, Brigg had a lot to lose educationally and that it was
necessary to weigh very carefully the possible gains against losses
in any change.

After the distribution of the prizes Mr. Noble referred to the
first occasion on which he had met the Headmaster, on board
a ship in a convoy bound for India in 1940. He commented on
the sense he had had of living through history in the years since
1940, momentous years in which technology had appeared to make
the world smaller, while divisions had remained and many new
nations had emerged. After reviewing the contribution made by
this country to the evolution of many new nations, a contribution
in which education still played a major role, Mr. Noble considered
what the end of this education, knowledge, really was. An ability
to think, to understand relationships, was far more important
than the mastery of facts. We learn in order to live happily
and usefully. School subjects teach us to communicate with
each other, to reason and to understand humanity. All these
contribute to fostering human relationships which can only
prosper in a stable society guided by a code of morality. With
the over-riding importance of human relationships in mind, Mr.
Noble closed with these injunctions. Think for yourself, not of
yourself; treat others as individuals and treat them with respect;
do not live for today only, for there are many tomorrows.

PRIZES

Prizes for Advanced Level Results:

The Spilman English: J. T. Richards.

The Sergeant History: C. Gibbons.
The Urry Geography: D. Brewer.

The Robert Wilson French: H. Paynter.

The Bains Latin: H. Paynter.
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The Old Briggensian Maths.: M. Pearson.

The Old Briggensian Physics: M. Pearson.

The Old Briggensian Chemistry: J. R. Maguire.

The Wilson Chemistry: J. A. Trees.

The Clark Biology: C. L. M. Beardmore.

The Thumwood Field Biology: R. J. Shepherd.

The Cabourne Memorial Art: C. Kirkman, .J. P. Teasdale, H.
Winfield.

Additional Prizes for Distinguished Results:

J. N. Burgess, J. S. Harrison, p. Robinson, H. S.

The King Reading Prizes-Senior: J. A. Trees.
Junior: C. Naylor.

Sprake.

Prizes for Ordinary Level Results:

The Disney Prize: G. N. Jarvis.

Latin, G. N. Jarvis; Chemistry, G. N. Jarvis; English, E. A.

Jackson; French, J. Butterworth; German, J. R. Wilson;

History, J. L. Pimlott; Geography, J. N. Peters; Physics, J. L.

Stephenson; Bi:Jlogy, S. Aelberry; Mathematics,!. H.

Berresford; Art, P. M. Beacock.

Additional Prizes for Ordinary Level Results:

D. T. Drewry, D. M. Fieldson, N. S. Lord.

Form Prizes:
L.VI Maths. and Science: A. Miller.

L.VI Modern Studies: J. E. Cox.

L.Va: M. J. Sedgwick.

U.IVa: N, Miller, R. Tuley.

L.IVI: M. K. Havercroft.

IlIa: M. Setterfield.

L.Vb: M. Johnson.

U.IVb: J. Parker.

L.IVg: D. Atton.

III alpha: 1. R. Wild, A. K. Lazenby.
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Societies

THE DEBATING SOCIETY
TWO debates have been held this term, with promise of a third
later on. It was generally agreed that the standard of debating
was not outstanding, indeed, the best speeches came from the
floor. While the reason for this has been given as .. undebateable
motions," debators should try to present as strong a case as
possible when they volunteered to speak. Fbrtunately, a move-
ment is afoot to better the standard of debating, and considerably
better debates are therefore to be expected.

A. MILLER.

THE DRAMA SOCIETY

THE Drama Society has been formed this term under the
Presidency of R. Foreman and, with Mr. E. B. Watts helping with
an insistent or restraining hand, we hope to prove ourselves
worthy of a place in the school equal to that of the Debating
Society. We hope to provide visits to theatres in the are3, to
read many plays, and to take a very large part in the school
production at Easter.

On October 30th, in co-operation with the High School, we
saw" The Bed-sitting Room" by Spike Milligan and John
Antrobus, at the Civic Theatre in Scunthorpe; this was a play
which people either thoroughly enjoyed, or despised. No other
trips were made, due mainlY to the lack of imagination in .. The
Civic Theatre season.

On 23rd November, again in co-operation with the High
School, some members of the Society read" The Importance of
Being Ernest," by Oscar Wilde, to a small but appreciative
audience. We hope to do this more often.

Next term the Society will be more active, especially as the
school play will be in the stage of rehearsal; also next term, we
hope to have drafted our constituition. I wish to thank everyone
who helped to arrange the play visit and the play-reading, and
especially Mr. Watts for putting up with us.

A. L. KEELING.
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MOUNTAINEERING CLUB
AT' the end of last term, all the old committee members left
school, and we wish them every success both in their careers and
in any future climbing.

At the beginning of term, several meetings were held, and
we are pleased to see renewed interest in the club throughout
the school. The artificial rock-climb was put to good use, giving
new members their first taste of rope management before
venturing on to the rock at Stanage.

Several members of the club had been climbing during the
summer holidays, but we were decidedly unfit when the first,
Sunday meeting was held at stanage .Edge. During the second
meeting, Robin Dod became ill and had to be taken to Sheffield
Hospital. He soon recovered and is, I am glad to say, no worse
for the experience. The large infiux of new members occasionally
left the school short of equipment, but the situation has been
eased thanks to the acquisition of a new 120 foot nylon rope.

We have just received applications for Outward Bound
courses, and several members are hoping to go on a course next
year. Arrangements have already been completed for next year's
Easter Camp, which will be held at a Rock and Fell Climbing Hut
at Wasdale in the Lake District. At the moment, only one more
outing is planned this term, but the club is hoping to hire some
full length feature films of general mountaineering interest to
show to members during the inactive winter period.

Finally, on behalf of all members of the club, I would like
to express my thanks to Mr. Atkin and Mr. Moore for their
continued support of the club and for all the secretarial work the~
do in arranging meets. M. DRAPER.

CHESS CLUB
FIRST of all we should congratulateo P. A. Hntchinson, wlllPnob
only won the Scunthorpe Tow.n Uncier 16.Chaml)ionship, .but. aU;6
came seventh ih the British UndCl; 14- ChamplOn.ship: at, Whitby,.

In inter-schools matches this year we have beaten two
seltools IRrdi lbstt: to' Ol:\e>-se'hcmimire'e,times; <!>ne-ot' tffe matches
we lost' W'QB'-flar tfie- .SU~'Y Times' ehesg' Ttnrrnal1Tent; and' WI,)'
w.el'e .bea'te-n' J3Y'0RI~1'tmH' a'point; owing.1;'cr our row handi~aIY.

As I write the SeniGr and. Lu:termedb.te' '!'cmrnamen.t8; aI1e:
about to begin, and the Junior Tournament (for first and second
year~"tiIHsIlIDGBAh1ag the semi-final stage.



RESULTS
B.G.S. v. Wintringham G.S. October 3rd. Lost 5-1 (N. A. Hutchin-

son and P. Boynton drew).
B.G.S. v. Louth G.S. October 14th. Won 4-2 (P. A. Hutchinson,

P. Boynton, B. Neave and A. Crouch won).
B.G.S. v. Wintringham G.S. (Sunday Times). October 24th. Lost

4i-1-! (K. Beer. P. A. Hutchinson. P. Boynton drew).
B.G.S. v. Wintringham G.S. November 7th. Lost 4-2 (A. Crouch

won, N. A. Hutchinson. P. Boynton drew).
B.G.S. v. Lincoln School. November 11th. Won 4-2 ,P. A.

Hutchinson, P. Boynton, A. Crouch won. N. A. Hutchinson and
C, O'Connor drew.

" BLACK NIGHT."

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
AFTER a long period of dormancy, the Natural History Society
has started again, with an enthusiastic response from its members.
With two films shown at the beginning of term, the finance
quickly accumulated to buy the equipment that the members need
for carrying out a field survey on the land between the Sugar
factory and the River Ancholme. They have divided themselves
into several sections to deal with all the biological aspects of the
area. intending' to make reports about it for the benefit of those
interested in field biology.

But memhers' interests wm also be directed towards wider
fields in the Biological world, furthe.r promoted by their automatic
membership of the Lincolnshire Naturalists' Trust, where there
are ample opportunities to see qualified peqple during field
excursions. For the -interest of the rest of the sc'hool, more films
will be shown in the Biology'I>aboratory. A.H. NEALE>.

'FISHING 'CLUB
THEFishingOlubhas but once 'aw.oken !1!rom itsrdovmant{ttate
this term-to enBage in piscatol'htl.G<Unba.tag~t iB. team -from
Scunthorpe Qrammarftchool. The .,match ,tOtHt LI'liitne~Qn~icl~Rav.
wind-sweptmorning-. upon ,a rather roU,gh ,~~tc-h 'of Jihe
AnchQlme. ,Our 'young ,team, ,und,e.rtne;abl~ c~tain.cy,~f,R1ohard
Weightman. managed, with three small fish. to fOl:~ ,;j. ,~aw
with the required weight of "one and a half ounces," in spite
of the referee's speedy exit ,before lunch.

The fat Scawby bream have given very little sport this
summer. and fn1ght~fishLng ,has prj).v~tL:all!!lt)st l'%alwtl~. .~,wftVer.
spicimen hunters have been aompensatedbY ,tbe UAusual
abundance of tenoh.from two to three hand aha-If pounds.

'PIBCATOR.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
THIS term we have had very few meetings, but we have, however,
succeeded in producing two or three feet of cine film, taken in
our ex-R.A.F. gun camera, and hope to have a suitable length of
film to show to the school by the end of the term, or at least
early-on next terms. At the moment we have to find something
relatively interesting to film.

Just after half term we developed a black and white film for
the benefit of Our new members, and before the end of term they
will be developing their own films.

Next term they will be taught more advanced photography,
and we hope by then to be able to put our cine camera to the
benefit of the school. R. CHAPPELL.

THE BIRD-WATCHING GROUP
THIS term has proved to be the testing of the Society, for Mr.
Holmes, the master who inaugurated the group, left to fill a
teaching post in Nigeria. We were, however, very fortunate in
acquiring the services of Mr. W. Earnshaw, an Old Boy, who took
over the leadership of the Society. for which we thank him.

Six members of the Society did exceptionally well in attain-
ing second place in the Bird and Tree Competition, organised by
the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.

We commenced the term by paying two visits to Grantham
Sewage Farm. This interesting area was very rewarding, and we
saw spotted redshank, wood sandpiper and little stint. We also
paid two visits to the Humber Bank and British Titan Pits at
South Killingholme. Here we saw a gadwall and several water
rails. These elusive birds are very rarely seen, although their
unusual calls are occasionally heard in thickly reeded areas.

Finally, a visit was made to the Humber Bank at Barton,
where thirty-five mute swans and the Humber flock of pink-
footed geese were seen. An extensive rookery was also noted. We
now look forward to the approaching winter and the birds that
it produces. M. PEARSON.

THE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
THIS term construction has been put in hand of two new boards.
The old town was considered to end rather abruptly, so it has
been rebuild, together with the old, rather sickly-coloured cutting.
A new metropolis has sprouted where formerly p:Jstures were.
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At the beginning of term, membership was gratifyingly high,
but numbers have declined since then. We should like to point out
that new members are always welcome, and that as soon as the
two new boards are finished, we can commence some running.

" LINESIDE."

SCOUT NOTES

WE had a very successful Summer Camp when sixteen boys and
three masters went to Trefiw in North Wales, climbing Mount
Snowdon and making full use of the River Conway.

We began the new term with four patrols of 24 boYs, and the
Patrol Leaders (Cosser, Whall, Cooper and Evans) and Seconds
were chosen. 'The new members have quickly learnt their Tender-
foot tests, and two more members, Whall and Bowers, have passed
their Second Class.

We have had nights in the gym each month this term, and
have also had very interesting visits to both Brigg Fire Station and
Brigg Police Station. We have learnt much about the jobs of these
services.

On December 9th we are to have our annual Scout Christmas
Party, and as well as the fun and games, the new Tenderfeet will
be enrolled.

Finally, on behalf of the Troop, I would like to welcome to
the troop Mr. Cole, who has been invaluable to us this term, and
to thank" Skip" (Mr. Jarvis) for an excellent term's work.

D. EVANS.

JUNIOR SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
UP to the time of writing, the Junior Scientific Society has not
been functioning as a result of a suggestion by Mr. Moore that
it would be better to wait until the fine weather finished before
holding any of our customary lunch-time meetings.

In the month now left before the end of term, however, we
have quite a full programme arranged. Within the next few days
Murray will be showing a few simple, but amusing and interest-
ing, experiments, suitable for boys to perform at a party, without
any special apparatus.

A fortnight later, Jarvis wlll be giving a talk, and before
the end of tterm, a newsletter w111 be published, giving experi-
ments which boys can perform over the Christmas holidays.
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We still have a large selection of chemicals and apparatus for
sale, at very cheap prices, and boys are encouraged to make use
of this sen-ice. If there is a big enough demand for any
chemical or a particular piece of apparatus, the Society can
probably procure it at cheaper than usual rates.

At the end of last term, we were sorry to lose Maguire and
Sergeant, both of whom gave up a lot of their spare time in run-
ning the Society, and we must wish them every success.

Happy C h r i s t mas, and Good Experimenting,
Scientists.

Junior

A. D. MURRAY.

S.C.M. ACTION GROUP

THIS term we were pleased to see GOdfrey Leak back at school,
though not as a pupil! R.esplendent with beard, he gave a
fascinating and informative slide-show to the sixth form on hIs
work in Uganda with the V.B.O. His enthusiasm was most
certainly infectious!

Later on in the term we held a debate in conjunction with
the Debating Society. The motion was" This house believes that
the Christian Church has been responsible for more human
misery and suffering than any other instituition." Cox and
Bradbury managed to hold off the atheistic trade of Keeling and
M1l1er with the result that the motion was defeated by an
obvious religious assembly. The debate was chaired by Foreman.

At the time of writing, we have plans for holding a coffee
evening on December 11th in order to raise some money for the
"Wings of Carpentaria" appeal. The Church in the diocese of
Carpentaria in Australia -- a diocese more than eight times the
size of England and Wales - have appealed for money to pay for
aeroplanes to provide the area with its" flying bishop." We hope
the effort will be well. supported.

In addition to this. Christmas Cards for the Save the Children
Fund will be on sale in the school. For this purpose, two
members of the Lower Sixth, Jarvis and Stephenson, have been
co-opted onto the committee.

J. G. COX.
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Library Notes

THIS term the library has been well used. New books have been
added, particularly to the English literature section, which has

been scantily provided for in the past. The periodicals continue

to be popular, but it is regrettable that a certain rowdy element

invades the library at break and lunch-hour, regarding the

library more as a sort of community centre than as a silent read-
ing room. They talk, and ruin the session for those who wish

to use the library properly. Such people can be expelled by the

librarians, but this tendency can never be eradicated completely.

I would urge all users of the library to use it as it is intended

- as a sanctuary for silent reading.

It is a pleasure to note that the junior library has been
popular among the younger boys this term. Now, the junior forms

are situated around the Medway Block, where this library is

situated, and this may be the reason. There is another library

in the school, the County Library in Room 1, which is available
at break on Tuesdays and Thursdays; there are many useful books
there, and they are waiting only to be borrowed.

I should like to thank Mr. Moore and J. Holme for the

donation of periodicals to the library.

Finally, I shall end on a lighter note. As, no doubt, many

members of the school have noticed, the familiar and much-

beloved old curtains have taken their last bow, much to every-

body's regret. The Age of Progress has given us maroon hangings
which, alas, can do nothing to replace our old ragged faithfuls.

But it must be added, in all fairness, that they do perform their

function in a satisfactory manner!

J. E. COX.
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Old Briggensians' Association

Hon. Secretary: A. Turner, The Grammar School, Brigg.

Hon. Treasurer; S. C. Dickinson, 40 Bigby Street, Brigg.

DENIS GlLGALLON

Born in Middlesbrough, Denis Gllgallon moved with his
family to Scunthorpe when he was tW:J years old. From Crosby
School he came to Brigg Grammar School with a Lindsey Junior
Scholarship two years after his brother, Hugh.

As a boy he showed signs of that intellectual power that
has so distinguished his work as a schoolmaster. The writer
well remembers his prize-winning verse translation of a portion
of Vergil. No great performer on the games field, he was, none
the less, passionately interested in all forms of sport, especially
soccer and the fortunes of Middlesbrough F.C.

Prevented by ill-health from completing a degree course he
qualified as a teacher and sUbsequently sp¤nt the who~e of his
professisnal life in Scunthorpe. It was an achievement to be
appointed Head of the new Foxhills School in the face of keen
competition, but his subsequent success there showed the wisdom
of those who appointed him.

He was a fine schoolmaster, blessed with wisdom, humanity,
intellectual power and sound c3mmon-sense, and, inevitably, he
came to occupy a unique position in Scunthorpe and district, a
position which led him into responsible office, and to be, on
numerous occasions spokesman and negotiatar for the profession
and, at the same time, wise counsellor to individuals.

He was a keen Committee member of the O.B.A. for many
years and at one time Chairman; there h::we been few Old Boys'
Dinners tht he did not attend.

We remember his good humour, his comradeship, his keen-
ness in debate, his wise and kindly counsel, and we mourn his
less.

E. URRY.
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The Annual Dinner and Dance was held in the Sergeant
Suite of the Wortley Hotel on Fridy, 2nd October.

The event was greatly enjoyed by about a hundred Old Boys
and guests. The organisers again had to gamble on a last minute
response to the invitation as only forty acceptances had been
received when the decision to hold the event or cancel it had
to be made.

The date of next year's Dinner and Dance will be announced
in the magazine and the organisers hope for a larger and earlier
responEe.

P. B. West informs us that he has moved to 11 Chace Avenue,
Potters Bar, Middlesex.

A. F. J. Farmer (1950-58) married Miss Patricia Spooner on
July 27th at st. Lawrence's Church, Frodingham. Farmer, who
is the Assistant Secretary of the Association, has also recently
joined the staff of N~rth Lindsey Technical College, Scunthorpe.
His previous post at Huntcliff School, Kirton Lindsey, was filled
by another Old Briggensian, M. Barton 0954-61), on the com-
pletion of his training at Culham College.

AfLer working as a reporter for three and a half years on
the LincolnshIre Times, D. J. Berresford is nsw on the staff of
the Hull Daily Mail. His news edit8r is J. A. Whitfield, brother
of the Rev. B. O. Whitfield who is now at Cleethorpes. Also at
the Hull office of the Hull and Grimsby Newspapers group is
David Singleton, who is sub-ed:ting. Berresford is engaged to
Miss Janice Howard, former Victrix Ludorum at Brigg Girls'
High Scho~l. They plan to marry next year and settle at Hull.

G. M. Gunson (1944-52) visited the school duriing the term.
He is an Accountant with the Bank of London and Montreal.
He has been working in Bagota, Columbia, but is now in
Guatemala City. He is married with three children.

Stuart Gunson 0955-60) has been working with the Alpha
Cement Company, and in September went up to Southampton
"University to read Chemistry.

G=dfrey Leak 0955-62) visited the school during the term
to tall~ to the VIth Form about his experiences in Uganda with
Vo:untary Service Overseas.

J. D. Peck also visited the schOOl during the term.
now Art Organiser in Derbyshire.

He is
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OLD BRIGGENSIAN GOLFING SOCIETY

The Autumn meeting took place at Elsham Golf Club on
th~ 25th October and seventeen members. competed for the Cup
which was won by C. T. White (runner-up A. Lyon) and presented
by the Captain, J. C. Hill.

At the Annual Meeting, held after a light-hearted four-ball
match in the afterno:;n, Benn Thompson was elected Captain
for the coming year and George Robinson Secretary and
Treasurer. It was decided to hold a Spring meeting and an
attempt is to be made to hold an evenbg match during the
summer months against some other body, possibly the Police.

Old Beys who would like tJ join the Socioty may do so by
applying to the Secretary at 23 Oswald Road, Scunthorpe.

The Editor appreciates that natural modesty probably
inhibits Old Boys from informing the school of their activities
and achievements. Laudable though this may be it does prevent
this column providing the informati:;n for which it is intended.
Please send your news to the Editor at the School.

PENNELL & SONS, Ltd.
SEEDSMEN and NURSERYMEN

(by appointment to the late King George V)

Vegetable Seeds
Garden Fertilisers
Insecticides
Garden Syringes and Tools

HORTICULTURAL ADVICE AT YOUR REQUEST

Servi.ce at all times zt

68 WRAWBY STREET, BRIGG



WHITHER BRIT AIN ?
by J. E. Cox

BROWSING through old editions of "The Brlggensian" recently,
I came across an article by O. A. Hartley entitled" Whither
Britain? " which interested me. He states there are three roles
that Britain can play in the world of tomorrow; in the Common-
wealth, in NatJ, or in a United Europe.

The Commonwealth today is fast becoming nothing more
than a nostalgic memory of the Empire. The African nations
Rre g3,ining independence, and although they claim a "special
relationship" with Britain, it is obvious that they will follow
their own paths and avoid as far as possible the Russia-America
dichot:my that Britain is involved in. Indeed, why should they
embroil themselves in the quarrels of their former masters?
Britain has also clung to the idea of the" special relationship"
with the United States, but this is largely on the terms of
Lyndon JGhnson. And why should Britain be involved in the
quarrel with the Communists rn South Viet-nam, a quarrel which
was never caused by us?

However, if we look thr:ugh the history books, we find that
there has hardly been a crisis in Europe in which Britain has
not been to some extent involved. Britain is too close to Europe
to cut herself off from European affairs. This situation, indeed,
has been recognised in that European eCJnomic and technological
research on a large scale is now achieved largely through
co-operation, Britain's attempt to enter the Common Market was
thwarted only by a portly Frenchman, who, with his attention
rivetted on the past, has been trying to lead France back to some
form sf " la gloire." When this latter day Jupiter is conveniently
cut of the way, we can resume our attempts to enter the European
community.

Western Europe alone contains 275 million peoPle, compared
with Russia's 220 mUlien, and the U.S,A's 165 million. Western
Europe is the most heavily industrialised area in the world. I
would agree with the contenti:n that Europe has lost her pre-
eminence in world ffairs because she has failed to solve her
iProblems. but there is the potential, and it is not too idealistic
to say that some form of association can be formed. Even if
there is only some sort sf common assertion of foreign affairs,
this would be a start to greater political unity. Britain. and
indeed. Europe, cannot afford to be bound by the quarrels of
the past. In a loose federation, in which member countries
retain considerable autonomy, Britain wsuld undoubtedly play
a leading part. If a spirit of co-operation is really prevalent,
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one could conceive that the Commonwealth could be connected
in some way to such a union. This is perhaps a lesser role than
that John Bull has been used tJ playing in the past, but gone
are the days of Britain's dominance in the world in her own
right. The path to such an end will not be easy, but with a
conciliatory spirit on all sides, it can be achieved, and it is the
only future that presents itself to us.

Whither Britain? The signpsts all point to Europe.

THE PARIS
by G. W. Jarvis

AT the end of the Summer Term, a mixed party from the High
SChool and the Grammar School made a very enjoyable vIsit
to Paris.

We set out on the evening prior to the end of term and
travelled overnight by bus to Folkestone, stopping at Canterbury
for breakfast and a look round the magnificent Cathedral. We
went by ferry to Boulogne. and then by express train to Paris.
where we arrived in time for the evening meal at the school whe~e
we were to stay.

The school, the Lycee Janson, was equivalent to an Englis~1
public school, and provided excellent, and very comfortabl~,
accommodation. The food, as you could imagine, was very good
also, although some of the more French dishes, though good to
the trained palate, did not quite agree with everyone's taste.

During the evenings, we were allowed out in small groups,
on our own, and on this occasion made our first acquaintance with
the Metro, and the streets of Paris, with much fun.

During the daytime, however, we kept to a strict timetable,
to ensure that as many landmarks as possible would be visited,
without rushing us off our feet. The plan went off very smoothly,

with very few misu'1derstandings, and, naturally enough, we started
with the nearest, the Arc de Triomphe, and sUbsc,quently the
Place de la Conc::irde, with the ride down the strangely quiet
Champs Elysees that went with it, passing the numerOilS
embassies and palaces.

We managed to make most of the visits planned because of
the good weather, and so we all obtained a very pleasant and.
satisfying image of these places, such as Notre Dame, L,es
Les Invalides, The Louvre, the Eifel Tower and its views, Versailles,
and Sacre Coeur and Montmartre. All of these visits were amply
illustrated by our guide, Mr. DObigner, from whose knowledge and
tales we benefited so greatly.

The weather, as I have said, was marvellous, making every-
thing twice as memorable, and allowed the places vlsited to live
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up to their postcard image, with clear blue skies and heatwave
temperatures - and sore feet!

Altogether, the spectacle, views, grandeur, elegance, beauty,
and serenity of Paris, together with the jovial mood of the party,
made it, for me, a most memorable and happy trip.

I would like to thank, on behalf of the party, the members of
the staff who accompanied us. whose firm yet informal guidanc8
gave a most pleasing relationship, especially Mr. Morris, to whom
we are deeply indebted for his limitless patience and the endless
work he must have done to make this complete visit such a great
success.

DELINQUENT
by St. John Oliver Skelton

There they st(Jnd,
propping up lamp-posts
in their black, leather jackets
standing,
like black objects,
left behind
by the tide,
stranded
and helpless.
They speak a coded language.
Are they human?
or some invader
gradually expanding in number
every generation.
Every year.
They wait for kicks
and they'll get them.
Still they stand,
expressionless,
except for the occasional blink
which assures one they are alive,
I wonder,
what are the~" thinking,
pale faced,
standing in black
like some unheard of clan of monks,
except for their hair,
this might explain
why they have little underneath it.
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They're shrouded
and plea sed.
WAIT! they're talking,
what wiII they do tonight?
wreck the dance hall,
or fight?
They go
their long hair swaying in the breez8.
perhaps,
they are going to wash it,
I hope so.
Like shadows they fade.
round a corner.
I'm left by myself,
With my long hair,
and leather jacket,
propping up a lamp-post,
waiting,
open mouthed,
for kicks.

THE BED-SITTING ROOM
By SPIKE MILLIGAN and JOHN ANTROBER

As presented by the Lincoln Theatre Com9any at the
Cdvic Theatre, Scunthorpe

IT would be impossible to describe the plot, for as the play
progresses, it becomes apparent to the audience that, although
the play may have a beginning and end, that which intervenes
defies all attempts at analysis. Instead it comprises several loosely
connected elements: a pathological fear of The Bomb (the
mention of which is always accompanied by an excess of
percussion), the necessity of keep<ing Bc. nth.r!>. white on Saturday
nights, and an unfortunate gentleman who realises his horrific
fate (I.e. being changed into a bed-sitting room) and hi.,;
experiences after his subsequent metamorphosis. To call th~
humour anything other than puerile would be too kind - how-
ever, it is puerility well laced with crudity. It is painfully obviollS
that Milligen and partner have practically scraped through the
bottom of the barrel - hence the need for such gimmickry as the
flat-footed entry of an errant charwoman in search of somebody
or thing called Arthur. Clashing with this tomfoolery - which
becomes about as funnv as a mummers' convention - is the
crippling pathos when a mother loses her only child. This is
acceptable in tragedy, but tends to leave a nasty taste in the
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mouth when included in comedy; this play could certainly do
without it. Not only is the acting reminiscent of pantomime, but
the stage is cluttered with meaningless pro~s. The presence of a
beat group on a dais in one corner is the height of folly, but
provides the management with a way to keep the audience happy,
or at least in a state of dazed silence, during the interval. Trying
to ascribe" The Bed-Sitting Room," any psychological or moral
significance savours of giving it a raison d'etre; but it lllustrates
the dangers involved in going to plays merely on the strength of
their pedigree. J. N. PE'I'ERS.

COCOON
by A. L. Keeling

Child,
sad at winter,
watching the bedtime sea;
smiles through tears
at infants' kinship with sun
and terns. The air,
cold as stars in the questing
heavens, chllls his slenderness.
"Mother, the sea is almost calm."
"Yes.
'Tis stlll as empty dreams;
and the water, silvering
in the s,and, foretells
a Christmas you will never see.
There, the mist lady
dances in the moonbeams,
where the sea and children
played at laughter;
there, the Earth, not sleeping
in the declining year,
but barren in bitterness;
there, the poisoned moon
waning before the dragon
of December, in a world
bitten by frost: all
are summaries of a finished song.
The darkness, pouring from behind
the sky and the grey horizon,
is, like that eve when a light
called desert kings to see
a thousand ages resting on a little child,
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born to become your risen God
and give you love and eternity;
but tomorrow there will be no hymns,
there will be no eternity,
there w1ll be nothing. . . . .
When the stars wink out,
and gOds stir in slumber,
your poppy-dream is finished.
It has been a prelude to maturity
that others shall sieze,
who earned in bloOd and sacrifice
your vision'd form.
This is the end of childhood,
when you could have touched
that rim of mysteries
and conceived of fulfilment.
Child,
you will sleep this night,
clad in flesh and futile palms
and wet with Adam's tears,
only to pass into the .ashes
of memory, a cast shadow
of eternity."

MABLE THORPE CROSS
COUNTRY TRAINING WEE/<'

September 5th - 12, 1964

by J. A. Broome

:iF you had been fortunate enough to be in Mablethorpe during
the last week of the summer holidays, you would doubtless have
seen a group of boys from the school Cross Country Club running
in the dunes or on the sands.

The week was well organised by Mr. Adams, with the A.A.A.
National Coach, Mr. W. Parish, in attendance. We lived in two
six-berth caravans, doing most of our own cooking, except for an
evening meal.

We had two training sessions each day, usually the early
morning one was in the sandhills, and the afternoon period too];:
place on the harder, flat sand, on which we marked out our own
tracks. All our performances were carefully noted and timed so
that when we repeated the exercise we could try to improve on
our previous run.
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In the evenings we could go into Mablethorpe or into the
Social Club on the caravan site, and on two occasions we were
shown films - tips on training techniques - in the caravans.

Weight training was introduced to the boys for the first time,
and now it has become a regular feature in the weekly programm~
We also did a fitness test at the start and at the end of the
week, and to our astonishment, we had all gained weight!

Thanks are due to Mr. Adams for preparing the week, and
we all benefit~d enormously from his new ideas, and hope tha:
a similar week will be arranged for next year.

TRAINING WEEI<'END)
HUMBERSTON

30th October - 3rd November, 1964

by R. Towler

IT was decided that alter the enormous success of the Mable-
thorpe training week we should hold a similar meeting at
half-term. The half-t2rm holiday, numbering only four days,
is so short that we left for the Y.M.C.A. camp immediately on
Friday evening.

We had at the Y.M.C.A. a large and well equipped gymnasium
at our disposal and there were ample washing facilities for our
band of sixteen. The heating was not all that it could have been
and this perhaps resulted in m::.re than one cold.

Our daily programme was based on that of Mablethorpe with
necessary adjustments. We attempted to rise at seven o'clock
each morning, but this became increasingly difficult as the days
passed. However, after prog (cereal, raisins and tea) we entered
the gymnasium and underwent a torturous session of either
weight training or circuit training. We then crawled and stuggled
to the dining hall for breakfast and followed this by a weicome
rest :In our bunks.

At eleven-fifteen we made our way to the beach-cum-
mudfiats by cars, ten in one, six iil the other, for the speed
training session of the day. This was either a traulauf or
diagonal speed-work. On returning to the camp we had a
shower and actually changed out of athletics kit into clothes!
Aft2r lunch, hot or cold, we were allowed an:Jther rest period
until a quarter past three. At this time we held our main
training session consisting of either fartlek, acceleration runs
or a five and a half mile orienteering run (ten miles for those
who lost the way).
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Following a shower, dinner and another rest period we were
set l~ose in the gymnasium to play five-a-side football, basket
ball, volley ball, batington or badminton. This evening games
~ession was what perhaps k2pt us on our feet during the rest of
the day.

After supper we retired to bed at around half-past ten and,
in most cases, were soon asleep.

The week-end was undoubtedly successful, its aim of leaving
fifteen boys a great deal fitter was achieved. Our stay at the
Youth Camp was unfortunately marred by the lack of heat but
apart from this facilities were g~od.

It is hOP2d that these training camps will become regular
features of the cross-country club's activities, giving Brigg
Grammar School a team fitter and faster than that of any other
school.

FRIGHTENED!
by Roger Ray

" Goodbye."
That farewell word before the door is closed.
The word that leaves y~u pr2y for the night.
You return it,
Take a deep breath,
Have a last sorrowful look at the closed door,
And run!
As though your life depended on it.

The frightening things don't start till you can run no more
because of stitch.

You pass a light.
M2rciless, mocking eyes watch you.
They see every trickle of sweat,
Every step,
Every slowing step!
From a gallop,
To a walk!
You look this way and that,
Sensing something evil,
But never seeing it.
You rest for a while,
With h2ad bent low,
A clang!
Aah!
You're off in full flight again.
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Only two more streets to go,
Two m:re streets and you're home.
Home!
Youve nearly forgotten the meaning of it.
It brings you comfort,
Energy,
Courage!
You fee the w~lcoming light,
Happiness surges through you,
You jump at the door,
Nmost shouting with speechless and utter joy.

Y:u open it,
Go in.
Mother is knitting,
Father Is reading.
A curt" Hello" from both of them,
Hah!
They don't realise what you've been througn.
Only one thing you're certain,
You'll never again stay at Tommy's till after dark.

THE VISIT BY A PARTY OF
GERMAN BOYS

September 1964

by D. Brewer

AT' the beginning of this term, the r:Jutine of life in the Upper
School was considerably disrupted by a most entertaining and
enlivening visit by a group of German boys from Pirmasens in
the Rhineland. They stayed with the families of some of our
boys, arriving just before the end of the summer vacation and
staying for a few days into the new term.

During this period-just over a week-they made their
presence felt, but pleasantly so, not only in the School, but
throughout Brlgg and the surrounding area. Every evening, the
local coffee-bars and pubs, of which there are more than a few,
resounded to a rather gutteral form of English and to the chink
of glas:;;es as our visit:rs celebrated with their characteristic
way of saying" cheers!

"
During their stay, joint trips by the visitors and their hosts

were made to Lincoln and York, and these proved to be very
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enjoyable for all concerned. Minor mishaps, such as a flat tyre
at York, went unnoticed, as did the rainy journey home amid
rioL us scenes on the bus. A football game was arranged on
the Wednesday afternoon, watched by quite a few very partisan
s~pporters, as the Boarding Rouse echoed back the sounds of
horns, whistles and bells. The home side were on top at first,
but the visitors fought back strongly, following substitutions at
half-time, to force a well-deserved draw.

They finally left on the Friday and spent a week-end in
London, which Mr. Adams had kindly arranged, before returning
to Germany. We hope they enjoyed their visit, and we must
thank those families who accommodated them. It must also be
r2membered that it would not have been possible without a
great deal of hard work by Mr. Barker and other members sf
the staff. We hope that a return visit provisionally arranged
for next Easter can be possible, so that we can renew old friend-
shiDS and experience Ufe in a German family.

CYCLING ABROAD
by Adrian D. Murray

I SPENT the last fortnight of my summer holidays this year
cycling in Holland, alone. Now, after complete recovery, I've
decided to write absut my pleasure tour. . . . to warn others lest
they should have similar intentions.

If anyone does decide to cycle in Holland, then I advise
them not to talce their OWn bicycle, if it is a good one. Cycles
can be hired quite cheaply in Holland, although the best idea:
is to borrow that of a kind. but preferably not tso close friend,
who won't object too forcefully when his machine is returned
absolutely wrecked. Dutch country lanes and carriageways are
exquisitely patterned with cobbles, bumps, bricks and craters,
although if you're lucky you might find the occasional piece of
rsad.

Travelling from Harwich to the Hook Of Holland takes about
:;:ix and a half hours but was I glad when I re3ched H terra
ftrma" again! During the fortnight I spent abroad, I travelled,
or rather cycled, from Rotterdam, through Utrecht, Amersfoort,
Apeldoom, Deventer, Denekamp and on into Deutschland
(Germany to y:u and me D, where I spent. a whole three hours.
Being short of money in the true schoolboy sense, I couldn't
afford to buy a souvenir of Germany until I got back to Skegness
where I paid an immediate visit to a well-known gift arcade.
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Even in that short time I man3ged to get knocked off my bike
bysne of those" safe" very German lorry drivers. After this
my wheels were in such bad shape they made me dizzy just
looking at them!

Back in Holland, I journeyed through Meppel and Kampen
and on to the quite new North East Polder. It is amazing to
think that Emmeloord, a town I cycled through, was once, not
w m3ny years ago, just a large muddy patch on the bott:;m of
the Zuyder Zee.

The only monotonous part of my holiday came two days
later when I crossed the 18 mile long dyke spanning the Zuyder
Zee. in pouring rain and with a bitter head wind. But there
was a swingin' fun fair held that evening at Den Oever. which
left me penniless for the next three days. A further two days
(and 180 miles) passed before I puffed into Amsterdam, a city
of canals, mad drivers. . . . and tram lines. The w:;rst experience
of the holiday was ignoring the existence of these wretched tram-
lines while racing round one of the busiest roundabouts in
Amsterdam. As well as black looks from other motorists and a
nearby policeman, it cost be a whole day's spending allowance
having my wheels straightened sufficiently to' allow them to
revolve at all!

I spent three days in Amsterdam before moving on to the
Hague and thence back to the Hook of Holland for the" voyage"
home. Here on the boat, I made one very big mistake in pur-
chasing a very cheap, very large bar of very rich chocolate just
before sailing. Bef:;re we were half-way across the North Sea,
I had joined the many other passengers in leaning over the side
of the boat, watching the sea. . . . and other unwanted rubbish
. . . . drift past. Take heed, Landlubbers! Don't eat sweets
while crossing the seas!

Arriving in good old England at 7 o'clock, I set off on the
150 mile ride home. Five long, weary, and cold hours later I
decided I'd had em ugh for one day. But where do yoU find
lodgings at midnight in the middle of no-where; I mean Suffolk?
Consequently a phone box, kindly loaned by the G.P.O. had to
serve instead. .

"
And what a dreadful, stiff, bone-achIng night

I spent. How glad I was to take to the road once more.

The total cost, if anyone else is daring enJugh even to
cont2mplate a similar holiday, was about £32 in my case. And
I certainly didn.t grudge myself two dinners a day if I felt
hungry enough! Dutch Youth Hostels are marvellous, by the
way, don't hesitate t [I use them-but you'd be safer walking!
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