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IT would now seem that the Socialist government is intent upon
permanently destroying Britain as a world power. With the

announcement that the base at Aden is to be abandoned in the
near future and the agitation among the Labour left wing to
reduce this country to military impotence, it is rapidly becoming
apparent that Britain is being betrayed from within. Unfortun-
ately the political alternative is only slightly more attractive.
The Conservatives during their period in office were guilty of a
gross miscalculation of Britain's defence needs (the late lamented
TSR 2 was never wanted by the Air Force) and of pusillanimity
over the urgent matter of replacing our decrepit aircraft carriers.

Let us not forget that the Russians and Chinese are our
enemies. "Peaceful co-existence" is merely a shibboleth designed
to put the West off its guard and to encourage it to reduce its
defences-as we are now doing. The Communists have refined
the stab in the back to a fine art, and violence is an avowed
instrument of policy for spreading their odious doctrine through-
out the world. Neither are we in the West the only ones
threatened by the Reds. We have a responsibility to co-operate
in the defence of Australia, New Zealand and our other Far
Eastern allies, threatened by Chinese expansion. That we do
not fully recognise this responsibility is shown by the half-
hearted support manifested for American action in Vietnam.
Symptomatic of the British ethos is the overt cowardice of the
Government in failing to crush the rising in Rhodesia by military
force. Smith's internal policy is irrelevant-as a rebel against
the Crown (despite his protestations of loyalty) he must be
removed from his position and executed.

I exhort the electorate to think carefully before they re-elect
a government of traitors, visionaries and incompetents.

JOHN N. PETERS.

Magazine Committee:

K. E. Schirn, D. G. Bradbury,
M. J. Sedgwick, A. W. Squire,

Mr. E. B. Watts.

J. N. Peters,

C. R. Naylor.
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School Notes

INFLUENZA and rain have combined to make this a hard and
rather difficult term. Gratitude is due to those members of
staff who had to carry extra burdens-and in particular Mr.
Morris as Deputy Headmaster-to keep the school vigorously
in action.

Early in the term there were the successful and well received
performances of Henry V. Examinations then occupied all the
seniors and two Parents' Evenings followed which were some-
what less frequented than has been the custom. The Cross-
country runners have been busier than ever in this their main
term: we were third in both the Lincolnshire Grammar schools'
events, and Ancholme House deservedly won our own races on
March 9th. Four boys-Johnson, Jones, Evans and Eldridge-
have been selected for Lincolnshire teams. This is a fine recog-
nition of the progress we are making in this sport.

As these notes are being written a Sixth Form Geography
group are at Malham Tarn and the Pirmasens party is getting
ready to leave in the last week of term. New ventures during
the term were visits to the Royal Theatre Ballet Company at
Barton and a concert by the London Philharmonic Orchestra
in Lincoln. Both these were organised by the Lincolnshire
Association to whom we are very grateful for these new
opportuni ties.

We have been grateful during the term for the services of
Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Leitch, student teachers from Hull
University. They have been valuable members of the common
room, ,particularly during a term of staff shortages, and we hope
they have enjoyed their stay here and found it of value.

Old Brlggensians will hear with regret of the death of Mrs.
Pratt on March 4th. She had a great interest in all aspects of
our life, 9.nd was a ready supporter in many activities. We all
sympathise with Mr. Pratt and his Old Briggensian sons Cyrli
and Alan in their loss.
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FUTURE DATES

Summer Term begins: 26th Aprll.

G.C.E. French Orals: 11th and 12th May.

G.C.E. German Orals: 18th and 19th May.

Full Wednesday: 18th May.

Sports Day: 21st May.

Lincolnshire G.S. Athletics: 26th May.

Half Term: 28th-31st May.

G.C.E. Written Papers start: 8th June.

Boarders' Weekend: 25th June.

G.C.E. Written Papers end: 1st July.

Full Wednesday: 13th July.

Staff Match: 20th JUly.

Summer Term ends: 22nd July.

Autumn Term begins: 13th September.

Speech Day: 25th October.

SALVETE

IlIA:

GREEN, R.: Moseley Ran G.S., Chester

VALETE

LVI M. and S.:

LEANING, J. W.: Farming.

UVB:
HAITH, D.

STEEL, B.
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House Notes

ANCHOLME

FIRSTLY wewouldllke to welcome our new Assistant Housemaster,
Mr. Adams" whom we hope will have a long and enjoyable associa-
tion with us. He has joined us at a very opportune moment
with the thought of cross-country looming over our heads and
we have soon felt his ,presence with regular !)ractic~s. Adrian
Broome is cross-country captain this year, and he is fairly
confident that Anchors will be the victors, provided everyone does
their best. We have a host of talented runners in the House, and
may I take this opportunity to congratulate Alan Dodds, David
Evans, Thomas Jones and Ian Bruce on their recent performances.

On the football field, Anchors have had a very quiet term,
with only one of our three outstanding fixtures being played.
The Seniors g'ained a deserved victory against Sheffield by the odd
goal in seven. Scorers were Hastings (2), Smart and Bowers.
The Juniors, fielding a number of first years, were less fortunate
being defeated 7-0. The two outstanding fixtures, against
Nelthorpe and School, are hoped to be completed in the very near
future.

This term has also seen the school's production of
"

Henry V "
with John Pimlott, who is still an Anchor, taking the title ro:e.
Other members of the House taking part were" Jarvis, Broome,
Ward, Perry, Sedgwick, Whall and Lewis.

Next term always appears to be the busiest of the three, with

"A" and "0" level exams, besides school exams, for the rest on
the academic side. On the sports field we have athletics, cricket,
and swimming and, if we maintain this team spirit which has
slowly been building up over the pa.st few years. we may be
rewarded with a few trophies by next July!

M. J. SEDGWICK.

NEL THORPE

DUE mainly to the weather we have had this term, there is very
little to report. The main news, of course, is that cross-country
is nearly upon us, as I am writing these notes. Having had two
practices during the last fortnight" it is hoped that our lads wlll
be in fine fettle, to keep up the success of the last few years,
Mick Johnson, to whom congratulations are due for being
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selected for the Lincolnshire SChoolboys' Cross-country Team to
compete for the National Team, should win the senior raCe if
everything goes true to form.

As for football this term, because of the bad spell of weather
earlier in the term, we have only one game to report, this being
against Yarborough. The Seniors, rather disappointinglY, lost
1-9 in very hard conditions in which good football couldn't
possibly be played. Cann was the scorer. The Juniors, however,
did better than expected, and drew nil all. With matches against
Ancholme and School still to be arranged, if we take full points
from these matches, which is Quite possible, we will finish joint
winners of the football cup with Yarborough.

Lastly, I should like to congratulate Colin Millward on his
being selected to captain the Lincolnshire Schoolboys' Hockey
Team, a remarkable feat, especially as he is only in the Lower
Sixth. He has also ably led the school team to a season of
moderate success. J. H. BERRESFORD.

SCHOOL
WELL done School House. Even though 25 per cent. of the House
(including many of its most distinguished runners) were unable
to run owing to influenza" we were able to stave off being pushed
into last ,place in the crass-country race. It Was unfortunate
that so many people were indisposed, as we stood an excellent
chance of retaining the cup if we had been at full strength. Those
who were able to run are to' be congratulated on their perform-
ances, particularly Mitchell, who was second in the Junior race.

The 'flu epidemic seemed to strike just when we thought we
were going to avoid it, and unfortunately one of the first victims
was Matron. However, we are all pleased to hear that she will
soon be fit onCe more. In the meanwhile, all the others who have
been stricken have been well looked after by Mrs. Williams, and
we are also very grateful to Mrs. Britten for her help.

However, 'flu or no 'flu, we still have two house matches to
play this term sometime to' see if we may yet wrest some points
towards the football table from Nelthorpe or Ancholme House.
We have in the house now John Pimlott, who, owing to' special
circumstances, retains his position as Ancholme House captain.

The play" Henry V " involved a large number of people from
the uroer part of the HOJs~ for the early part of the term, and
the House contributed, onCe again, very largely to its success.
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There are to be two plays produced by the lower 6th next term
in view of the success of those produced by last year's lower 6th.
These plays are being produced in conjunction with the HiGh
School under the direction of Aiden Squire.

Last Saturday saw the final film in the School House film
season, and so for the remaining Saturdays of this term and
throughout next term" those who are not concerned with
examinations will have the evenings to themselves. L,et us hope
that this will lead to plenty of athletics training and success on
Sports Day. J. L. STEPHENSON.

SHEFFIELD
HOUSE activities have not been so numerous this term, due i!l
part to the fact that the V and VI forms had examinations
and had to waste half a term" preparing" for them. However,
several members of the House took parts in the school play, and
we congratulate them on the success of their performance,

Mr. Jackson, aided and abetted by Mr. Britten, is our new
Housemaster, and it is hoped that the House will respond to their
enthusiasm by maintaining the good reputation it achieved under
Mr. Pimlott, and by regaining its rightful position, that of Cock
House, as soon as pos1sible. Certainly we cannot complain of
lack of interest from the Housemasters, for both gave vociferous
support in the Sheffield-Ancholme football match, although the
dress and exhortations of one seemed more suited to the Battle
of the Somme than a football match. The juniors won their
match, but in spite of the cheerleaders, the seniors were narrowly
defeated 4--3 in a match in which the advantages see-sawed
rapidly from one side to another,

A word about cross-country. By the' time these notes are
read the race will be over (and I hope forgotten for another year)
but at the moment it looms large on the horizon. If the race i.,
won by Sheffield it will be a pleasant, unexpected surprise, but F,
as I suspect, we do not win, I offer an excuse on behalf of th 3
House, Sheffield suffers from a combination of disadvantagES
rivalled by no other House. One is the small numbers, and the
second, and by far the greater, is that Sheffs are under the
curse of school dinners, and anything less conducive -to running
than the noxc1ous concoctions presented to us I have yet t')
see. I cite sponge as an obvious example.

It is customary at this time to look forward to next term's
~tPorting events. It is compulsory to do swimming, athletics 0,'
cricket. I admit there is not much choice, but there is at le!J.st
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more than there has been this term. No doubt many of you will
be enchanted into trying to achieve impossible successes in these
recreations" for the honour of the House "~an empty phrase "-
and will perhaps be jeered at for failure. Ignore such people and
tell them precisely what do to with their words of wisdom. Pick
the recreation you enjoy. Practice and play it to the best of your
ability. It does not matter if you are no good at it, but as long
as you try to succeed and enjoy doing so. By strivihg
conscientiously you will procure an intense personal satisfaction
and as much honour for the House as ever it needs.

D. J. HOLME.

YARBOROUGH
THERE has been little activity in the House this term, though
the advent of cross-country has gradually brought the House into
action.

The remaining two inter-House matches were played against
Nelthorpe and Sheffield. These were the two most important
games as far as the House Championship was concerned. As
expected the strong Senior XI accounted for Nelthorpe 9-1, and
Sheffield 10-1. The Juniors managed to salvage one ;point from
their two games: they were beaten 4-3 by Sheffield, a very
creditable performance, and a O~O draw was the result of the
Nelthorpe match.

The tally of House points is 11" and. though this is less than
gained Us the Cup last year, it seems as if the total will be
adequate, just. Thanks to Ancholme Seniors, who beat Sheffield
4~3, the latter can only muster 10 points. If Nelthorpe win
their last 4 games then there will be a tie: but the possibility of
this occurring is very remote.

Hence it seems that at least one of the Cups retained last
year will be held for at least one more year.

As for cross-country, the House must try to pack as many
as possible in the earlier numbers, for though the House has
its outstanding performers, Towler, Eldridge and Neal, it is
masses which will either give us a good or bad result. Enthusiasm
has never been shown by Yarboroughs of the past towards cross-
country, but I hope that there will be a change of attitude this
year, for this Cup has eluded us for many years. A good, solid
performance in each of the three divisions would also help us in
the quest to regain the Cock House Cup; which is as firmly in
our grasp as it was at this time last year. J. CLARK
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Sport

FOOTBALL

SINCE the last maitch reported in the Christmas edition of the
Briggensian, there has been a gradual improvement in the
performances of the team as a whole. Because of the use of the
gym by the bUdding Oliviers of the school, and the early night-
falls there has been no chance to practise. Only three more
mrutches have to be played and the record at the moment stands
at:

P.
14

W.
4

L.
6

D.
4

F.
37

A.
40

December 11th: v. Gainsborough Q.E.G.S.
In heavy condItions the game was quite even for the first

half, though Gainsborough scored just before half-time. Unper-
turbed, School fought back and Day equalised with a well-taken
goal. By now School were well on top and goals by Jardine and
Hastings increased the lead. A creditable victory for School.

Result: Won 3-1 (Day, Jardine, Hastings).

January 12th: v. Louth G.S.
School were in complete control of the game from the whistle.

Though the conditions underfoot were very c1in~ing School were
mw;ters of the opposition. Goals had to be forthcoming, and
the final result was the largest victory for the School since 1958.

Result: Won 10-1 (Porter 5, Spencer 3, Rounce, Clark).

January 29th: v. Scunthorpe G.S.
School suffered a blow in the first five minutes when Traves,

goalkeeper, dislocated a shoulder in a collision with Scunthorpe's
centre-forward. Brookes took over in goal, and School still
managed to trouble the opposition. However, the loss of a player
resulted in Scunthorpe scoring twice.

Result: Lost 0-2.

February 2nd: v. De Aston G.S.
School played wIthout Day, Hastings and Clark, and found

themselves 2-0 down at half-time. Gradually School came back
into the game and two goals by Porter evened the issue.

Result: Drawn 2-2 (Porter 2).
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February 12th: v. Clee G.S.

On a very heavy pitch School were 4-0 down at half-time.
Kicking-up the slope School reduced the leeway to 4-2 but
gradually the weight of the opposition told, and Glee were
allowed to run riot.

Result: Lost 3-9 (Day, Spencer, Brookes).

March 5th: v. Louth G.S.

On a very heavy field School were 1-0 down at half-time.
Clark changed positions with Brookes, because of injury to the
former. In the second half School fought back, and a Louth
defender, attempting to cle1ar the ball, put it into his own net.
School increased the pressure and goals by Clark (2) and Rounce
decided the issue.

Result: Won 4-1 (O.g., Clark 2, Rounce).

2nd XI
W. 4 D. 1 L. 7

v. Barton (A) 3-10.
v. Louth (H) 7-4.
v. Scunthorpe G.S. (A) 0-1.
v. Clee (A) 2-4.
v. Louth (H) 7.-4.

P. 12 F.36 A.49

U.XV
v. Louth (H) 8-2.

v. De Aston (A) 6-1.
I. CLARK.

HOCKEY
ALTHOUGH the winter weather has not been as severe as
expected it has still had its effect on the School's hockey fixtures.
Matches against Brigg ,and Redbourne Works were cancelled and
the match against Normanby Park was played on an lee-bound
pitch.

On December 4th we played Normanby Park I, and did well
to lose only 6-0. Then On January 5th we played ag'ainst the
Old Boys. However, we were unfortunate to lose 4-2.

Our next game was a month later. against Keadby Power
Station, and, owing to a waterlogged pitch at KeadbY, the game
was played at Brig,g. After a very good game of hockey the
School were victors by three goals to nil. Goals being scored by
Potts, Broome, and Clare.
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On February 26th we fought to a 2-2 draw with R.T.B.
Redbourne and on March 5th we lost 2-1 to Grimsby British
Railways.

Millward and Potts have played three more county matches
this term, against Cambridge, Norfolk and Yorkshire. The
results being: won 3-1, lost 0-7, won 1-0, respectively. On
one occasion they were joined by Clare, who came in as centre-
forward.

Once again we Slhou~d lUke to thank Mr. Barker for his
support and also Messrs. Sass and Holme who have helped to
provide transport for the team. J. C. MILLWARD.

CROSS-COUNTRY

THIS has been an outstanding season, the best for many years.
However, we measure this success in terms of Individual perform-
ances rather than team results.

We failed to retain the County Grammar Schools' Trophy
whkh We won last year, and had to be content wIth third place.
The Junior team was also third. Individual results are given
separately.

We have had two races at Grantham, in one the Seniors did
well to finish second to Public Schools' Champions, Millfield, one
at Brigg, the Seniors and Juniorsl winning, with the intermediates
finishing second.

The School team won the Junior Race at the Scunthorpe and
District, and the Intermediate team was second.

As a result of the latter two races and the Inter-Grammar
School results, ten boys were chosen to represent Scunthorpe in
the County Trials: Eldridge, Neal and Bruce in the Junior class,
Jones, Evans and Whall as Intermediates, with Dodds, Towler,
Hastings and Johnson in the Senior section.

These trials were held on Saturday, February 19th, at
Frederick Gough Grammar School. It rained during all three
races and the picturesque course led one through the local sewer.
However, one had ample opportunity to wash away the effects of
the sewer in a nearby building site which was fiooded. Eldridge
who won his race, Jones, Evans and Johnson, were chosen to
represent the County in the" Nationals" at Derby on March 19th.
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May I wind up by thanking Mr. Adams for his very effective
coaching, and add our congratulations on his being appointed an
A.A.A. Staff-coach. Also deserving of our gratitude are: the
Headmaster for giving us time off School for our ventures and for
his interest in our results, and all parents who have ferried us
around the country, free of charge. M. JOHNSON.

INTER HOU8E CROSS-COUNTRY
JUNIOR

MITCHELL led the field for nearly two miles and at one stage
was reported to be 100 yards ahead. Neal, judging his effort well,
took over at the end of Catchwater and won comfortably in
18 mins. 5 sees., a slow time by his standards. Lawrence, running
with a badly bruised heel, did well to finish third. With Har-
daker (4th) and Good (6th) there were four first year boys in
the first six-a good omen for the future and promise of a llne
contest next year.

INTERMEDIATES
JONES took over the lead from Eldridge after about half-a-mile
and paced himself so well that the record, set by Day in 1958
and apparently insuperable (since the course then was shorter
by 120 yards), was made to look mediocre. EldrIdge, too, broke
the existing record, a very fine achievement for a third year boy
(even if he is County U,15 cross-eountry champion). Oglesby
deserved his third place and Bruce improved particularly in the
last mile to gain fourth place. Haw and Cropley did great work
for Nelthorpe House in the next two positions.

SENIOR

JOHNSON ue:gning but nervous champion, on a hat-trick of
v:ccories), Towler and Dodds emerged very early and jostled each
ether (at times llteraliy) for the lead. It was not until Grammar
School Road that Dodds (,suffering from blistered feet) was
dropped, but the other two contested for the title to the line,
with Johnson just provIng the stronger. Hastings was very close
to Dodds at the end and wlth Evans (5th), Broome (6th), Whall
(8th), Potts (9th), Cooper (12th) and Timson (13th) , Ancholme's
team were easy victors.

INTER-HOUSE CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS
March 9th, 1966

Senior Race: 1st, M. Johnson (Nelthorpe), 26 mins. 45 sees.;
2nd, R. Towler (Yarborough), 26 mins. 46 sees.; 3rd, A. Dodds
(Ancfnolme)l, 27 m:ins. :20 sees.; 4th, J. Hastings (Ancholme);
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5th, D. Evans (Aneholme); 6th, A. Broome (Aneholme); 7th, A.
Day (Yarborough); 8th, K. Whall (Aneholme); 9th, J. Potts'
(Aneholme); 10th, R. Cooper (Yarborough). 86 runners.

Points Position
10 1
7 2=
4 4
2 5
7 2=

Aneholme ..............
Nelthorpe ..............
School ...........
Sheffield. ... .. .,. . .. ., ..
yarborough ....................

Intermediate Race: 1st, T. Jones (Aneholme), 21 mins.
19 see.s.; 2nd, W. Eldridge (Yarborough), 21 mins. 56 sees.; 3rd.
J. Oglesby (Nelthorpe), 23 mins. 20 sees.; 4th,!. Bruce
(Aneholme); 5th, R. Haw (Nelthorpe); 6th, D. Cropley (Nel-
thorpe) ; 7th, A. Vickers (Yarborough) ; 8th, P. MaeColl
(Ancholme); 9th, W. FIsher (Aneholme); 10th, J. Wllliams
(Nelthorpe>. 82 runners.

Points
Aneholme 9
Nelthorpe 9
School..

'"
3

Sheffield 4

Yarborough. . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . 5

Position
1=
1=
5
4
3

Junior Race: 1st, P. Neal (Yarborough), 18 mins. 05 sees.; 2nd,
P. Mitchell (School), 18 mins. 22 sees.; 3rd, D. Lawrence
(Aneholme), 19 mins. 04 sees.; 4th, D. Hardaker (Yarborough);
5th, A. Ramsay (School); 6th, N. Good (Aneholme); 7th, P.
Adams (Yarborough) ; 8th, W. Harty (Nelthorpe) ; 9th, M.
Wllliams (Nelthorpe); 10th, G. Wemyss (Aneholme). 101 runners.

Points Position
Aneholme 7 2=
Nelthorpe 7 2=
School 5 4
Sheffield 2 5
Yarborough 9 1

COMBINEDRESULTS
1st-Aneholme .....................
2nd-Nelthorpe ....................
3rd-Yarborough ..................
4th-School .
5th-Sheffield ......................

26 points
23 points
21 points
12 points
8 points
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LINCOLNSHIRE GRAMMAR SCHOOLS'

CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

GRANTHAM, FEBRUARY 2nd

Senior Race
1, W. Martin (Havelock)" 28 mins. 16 sees.
2, M. Johnson (Brigg), 28 mins. 28 sees.
3, D. Casey (Horncastle), 28 mins. 49 sees.
4, A. Dodds (Bl'igg), 28 mins. 55 sees.

17 R. Towler (Brigg).
34, D. Evans (Brigg).
43, K. Whall (Brigg).
45, A. Day (Brigg).
48, A. Broome (Brigg).
49, J. Hastings (Brigg).

134 finished.

School Teams
1, Grantham, 99 .points.
2, Stamford I 120 points.
3, Brigg, 145 points.

18 schools competed.

Junior Race (under 16)
1, T. Jones ;Brigg), 24 mins. 49 sees.
2, W. Eldridge (Brlgg), 24 mins. 56 see}.
3, G. Ely (Grantham), 25 millS. 18 sees.

16, J. Oglesby (Brigg).
25, D. Cropley (Brigg).
50, P. MaeColl (Brigg).
53, P. Neal (Brigg).
55, 1. Bruce (Brigg).
98, D. Lawrence (Brigg).

133 finished.

School Teams
1, Stamford, 102 points.

2" Grantham, 123 points.
3, Brigg, 147 points.

SCUNTHORPE & DISTRICT SCHOOLS'
CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

BARTON,. FEBRUARY 9th
Senior Race (15-17)

1, T. Jones (Brigg), 23 mins. 43 sees.
2, C. Johnson (John Leggott). 24 mins. 14 sees.
3, L. SpE'.vin (John Leggott), 24 mins. 52 sees.
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4, D. Evans (Brigg), 24 mins. 57 sees.
10, K. Whall (BrIgg).
29, D. Cropley (Brigg).
37, J. Oglesby (Brigg).
56, P. MaeColl (Brigg).

119 finIshed.
School Teams

1, John Leggott, 31 points.
2, Brigg, 44 poInts.

3" Seunthorpe Secondary, 121 points.
20 schools competed.

Junior Race (und.er 15)
1, W. EldrIdge <Brigg) , 22 mins. 35.5 sees.
2, P. Neal (Brigg), 24 mins. 2 sees.
3, 1. Bruce (Brigg), 24 mins. 3 sees.

47, D. Lawrence (BrIgg),
52, J. Hall (Brigg).
56, M. Rook (Brigg).
60, D. Hardaker (Brigg).
[;3, A. Cllxby (Brigg).

152 finished.
School Teams

1, Brigg, 161 poInts.
2, FrederIck Gough, 183 poInts.

3" Riddings, 211 points.
20 schools eom,peted.

LINCOLNSHIRE SCHOOLS'

CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS
SCUNTHIORPE, FEBRUARY 19th

Senior Raoe
1, E. Birkett (Grimsby), 29 mIns. 33 sees.
2, W. Martin (Grimsby), 29 mIns. 46 sees.
3, G. Sheard (Seunthorpe), 29 mIns. 48 sees.
5, M. Johnson, B.G.S. (Seunthorpe), 30 mIns. 3 sees.

11, R. Towler, B.G.S. (Seunthorpe), 30 mIns. 53 sees.
12, A. Dobbs" B G.S. (Seunthorpe), 31 mins. 2 sees.
18, J. Hastings, B.G.S. (Scunthorpe), 31 mins. 45 sees.

37 finished.
Intermediate Race

1, S. Creasey (Holland), 23 mins.
2, T. Jones, B.G.s. (Seunthorpe), 24 mins. 36 sees.
3, C. Johnson (Seunthorpe), 24 mihs. 54 sees.
6, D. Evans, B.G.S. (Seunthorpe), 2'5 mins. 17 sees.

35, K. Whall" B.G.S. (Scunthorpe).
53 finished.
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Junior Race (under 15)
1, W. Eldridge, B.GB. (Scunthorpe), 16 mins. 32 sees.
2, R. James (Kesteven), 17 mins. 10 sees.
3, N. Greenberry (Kesteven), 17 mins. 13 sees.

11, P. Neal, B.G.S. (Scunthorpe), 19 mins. 39 sees.
18, 1. Bruce, B.G.S. (Scunthorpe), 19 mins. 49 sees.

50 finished.

ELDRIDGE'S FINE RUN

Bill Eldridge was placed third in the National School's Cross-
County at Derby on March 19th, the best position ever achieved
by a Lincolnshire athlete. Details:-

1, M. Jones (Warks.), 17 mins. 46 sees.
2, I. Garner (Leics.), 17 mins. 47 sees.
3, W. Eldridge (Lines.), 17 mins. 48 sees.

BASKETBALL

WE have completed our full programme of league fixtures" and
as far as the Under 16s are concerned, that is that. The Under
15s have been more fortunate, and won their section of the
league, and we are now eagerly awaiting the play-off to decide
the league championship. The semi-final is to be ,played soon
against South Axholme and <;hould we be successful the finals will
be in Scunthorpe at some date still to be fixed. The Lower 6th
still play with their usual enthusiasm, but as they never seem
to be very successful, it is obvious their skills must be limited!
This has not dampened their efforts, however, and there is a
faint hope that there could be a Scunthorpe and District League
open to them next year sO that regular games would give them
a better chance of success. Even if the new League does not
develop next year it will not be far away in the future, as the
game is becoming increasingly popular.

The Under 16 players lacked too many of the essentials for
good basketball. They were keen and exuberant, but could not
control the ball sufficiently well to score points. Whilst the Under
15s were similarly handicapped initially, they have improved,
and if things go well for them, they play some excellent basket-
ball.

Both teams deserve to be congratulated on the way they have
tried and they have impressed all the staffs and schools visited
by their good manners and high standard of sportsmanship.

Played Won Points for Points agairu>t
8 6 120 104
8 2 96 323

Under 16
Under 15

.................

.................
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Societies

HENRY V
THE true test of success in the production of a Shakespeare
play is whether those members of the audience who are
unfamiliar with the play have not only enjoyed watching it,
but have also understood exactly what was happening on the
stage. Similarly, those who know it welfshould gain pleasure
as much from the subtlety of interpretation as from the dramatic
interest of the presentation. In its production of "Henry V",
Brigg Grammar Scnoo1 passed these tests with flying colours.

The enthusiasm and liveliness of the cast were felt immedi-
ately by the audience; the colour and bold simplicity of the
props pleased the eye; the occasional whiff of leeks added a
realistic air; and if the ear was sometimes disturbed by insensi-
tive or inaudible speech, or strange noises off stage, it was quickly
soothed by the musical lilt of Fluellen and the imp-assioned
e!oquence of Henry V.

Cercain scenes stood out. The lighting and stage arrange-
ment of the actors for Henry's famous -speech, "Once more unto
the breach. . . ." were vivid and dramatic and as a result the
scene which can so easily become theatrical was movingly
enacted. The use 01 lighting, always imaginative, was particu-
larly effective in the scenes which took place in the tents of
the French army before Agincourt.

John Pimlott as Henry V was excellent; he wore his crown
so nobly that one would have imagined that he had had it from
the cradle! David Bradbury's Fluellen was lively and enter-
taining; John Fox, Archbishop of Canterbury, looked and sounded
suitably ecclesiastic; Ruth Sunder1and was successful in her
portrayal of the coy French Princess; Aiden Squire brought
humour to the difficult role of the Dauphin. The other members
of the cast acted well and reflected the painstaking care of the
Producer as well as their own hard work, although lack of con-
fidence and ease caused the Chorus to declaim rather than
interpret the colourful and dramatic commentary; and led
Mistress Quickly to lose both the pathos and humour of Sir
John Falstaff's death, while some of the minor characters' failure
to become involved in the action detracted from the total effect.
Would Alice really stand so calmly by while the King of England
pursued her mistress for a kiss?

On the whole the production was very impressive and
revealed much talent. At all times the different parties were
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easily distinguished as much by their authentic costumes as by
the national characteristics which they displayed. Thus the
audience knew immediately whether it was in the French camp
or the English and could follow and enjoy the story to the full;
instead of becoming confused by the interwoven themes and sub-
plots which often mar the pleasure of a Shakespeare play for
those who are not familiar with it. D.J.S.

DRAMATIC SOCIETY

APART from performing Shakespeare's masterpiece" Henry V",
the Society has visited Scunthorpe Civic Theatre on three occa-
sions. Ann Jel11coe's comedy of sexual behaviour, "The Knack ",
was the first of the three plays to be seen. The Lincoln. Theatre
Company's production of the play was extremely good, and
aroused considerable personal int8rest among certain members
of the audience. The same Company's performance of "Who's
Afraid of Virginia Woolf" was quite masterly in its study of a
bitter love-hate relationship between a man and his wife, whose
marriage has disintegrated to the point where they can only
communicate with each other by hurting each other. The third
play that we visited, however, was a disappointment. The Little
Theatre Club's performance of "The Lark ", by Jean Anouilh,
was devoid of pace and attack, and the play itself, which was
centred round Joan of Arc, was ruined at the end by deliberate
anti-climax. Next term the Society plan to see a production of
Jo:tn Littlewood's" Oh, What a Lovely War".

K. E. SCHIRN.

LVIth DRAMA

FOLLOWING the enthusiasm of last year's Lower Sixth, it would
have been difficult to conceive such enthusiasm spreading to the
year below, where little talent had come to light in the field of
drama. Great oaks from little acorns grow, however, and activity
in the field of modern plays has taken great strides forward.
In the Christmas term, in a rather over-enthusiastic manner,
copi2s were obtained through kind co-operation from Mr. Watts,
to start work on a production of "Waiting for Godot" by Samuel
Beckett. Two or three practices took place, with Naylor and
Broome taking notes as producers. Christmas came and went,
and the beginning of this term saw a healthy argument break
out as to the choice of th2 play; Brookes and Squire having been
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influenced by their "A" level play, "Next Time I'll Sing to You"
by James Saunders, while Barker, Broome and Naylor were still
unimpressed. There seemed to be only one solution-and so it
was taken. The result is that Brookes and Squire have added
Hardy and Dew to their number, together with Jane Foreman
and Judith Stringer from the High School, and are in the throes
of producing the Saunders play, while Barker, Naylor and Broome
have kept everything rather dark about" Waiting for Godot".
We shall see if these two plays can be produced in the summer
term, aChieving the same high standard that was attained last
year. T. H. BROOKES.

DEBATING SOCIETY
THE shock created by the untimely, unexpected and most
certainly undeserved exit of our excellent team of orators from
the Poirier Cup caused the Society to enter self-imposed exile
which allowed ample respite for our defeated heroes to console
each other and recover their inherent genius for the art of
debatbg.

Nevertheless, it would be wrong to assume that the Society
has been totally dormant. We infiltrated eastward over the

" fence" in order to ensure that the Girls' High School defeated
John Leggott in the semi-final of the Poirier Cup. The motion
under consideration was that" this house believes the equality
of the sexes is the downfall of women". The motion was carried.

The Society was officially resurrected recently to hold an
internal debate on the topical subject that" This house would
withdraw from East of Suez". The two opposing sides both
comprised a blend of upper sixth experience and -lower sixth
promise, with Peters and Wright defeating Schirn and Naylor
by persuading the house that it should not, in fact, withdraw
from east of Suez. D. G. BRADBURY.

MUSIC
THE Music Society began its 1965/66 season with a Coffee Even-
ing held at the School. This provided additional reserves for a
somewhat depleted bank balance, which was the result of a loss
incurred on the previous season's concerts. The evening included
a short concert given by pupils from the Grammar School and
the High School.

The October concert was given by the Lancashire Quartet
which is made up of budding string players from the Halle
orchestra, anj this was followed in November by a recital by
the young New Zealand pianist Georgina Smith. An additional
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concert which was not originally planned but which materialised
in conjunction with the Lincolnshire Association was another
visit by the" Opera For All" Group. This year they presented
"The Marriage of Figaro" in Glanford School Hall.

Nineteen sixty-six concerts included an evening of folk songs,
madrigals and spirituals by the Baccholian Singers and in
February we ventured for the first time into the world of amateur
music and e"1gaged a Chamber Orchestra of Students from the
Royal Manchester College of Music. This orchestra of about
twenty-five players (the most ever seen at one Evening Concert!)
presented music of varying stYles with outstanding competence
and precision. The evening was a tremendous success and a few
weeks later one or two of their number returned to give a further
recital of smaller chamber works.

During the Autumn and Spring terms there have been one
or two very worthwhile visits by parties of boys to musical events
organised outside the school.

The first, which was arranged by the Education Committee,
was a lecture recital at Westmoor School by Geoffrey Kneller:
He explained and performed On practically every brass instru-
ment as well as some more exotic instruments such as the
serpent and bicycle handlebars.

The Lincolnshire Association arranged two further concerts
for schools. One was' a performance by the London Philharmonic
Orchestra in Lincoln Cathedral and the other was a visit by the
Hoyal Ballet Company to Beretun School, Barton.

In being given the opportunities to attend such unique (and
expensive!) occasions in Lincolnshire many of the boys are
introduced for the first time to "live" music of this kind and
I feel sure that they derive more cultural benefit than they
often care to admit. C.W.M.

MOUNTAINEERING CLUB

THERE has been little outdoor activity this term, but a small
party of adventurous sixth-formers ventured to Stanage at
half-term to see if the rock was fit for climbing. We are
indebted to Brewer for the provision of a car for this occasion
and to the patron saint of travellers with him for our safe
arrival and return! Although it was warm at Brigg, snow was
lying on the other side of Sheffield. Some of the climbs were
clear and attempts were made to climb, but the rock was
!ntensely cold and the attempts had to be given up. In the
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afternoon we walked through deep snow over the moors to
Stanedge Pole and back, to the accompaniment of much rude
comment about people with two left feet. It was a very
enjoyable day.

Arrangements are proceeding apace for Easter Camp, which
this year is to be held in Langdale in the Lake District. The
hut has already been booked and it boasts a drying room-or
at least an area where socks can be dried. So far twelve people
are coming, but there is room for several more. There w1l1 be
opportunities for camping and rock climbing on Langdale Pikes,
as well as the usual fell walking. Mr. Atkin and Mr. Moore are
again accompanying us and we shall be indebted to the Scouts
for the loan of tents and other equipment we do not ourselves
possess. D. J. HOLME.

ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
UNFORTUNATELY the Society has been very limited in its
activities this term because of the recent illness of Mr. Earnshaw.
We hope he has fully rec~)Vered and give our sincerest wishes
to his family.

Although we have had only two meetings these have been
very, very good, giving several hours of excellent watching.

The first meeting was to the Humber Bank and it is with
some regret that we learn this area is to be extensively indus-
trialised. Among the ducks we saw Pochard, Tufted and
Goldeneye. There were several fine males of the latter species
at Rugby Cement, the best pit on the bank.

The second meeting was the best we have had for some time
although we had to go to Yorkshire. Our first port of call was
Hornsea Mere, a freshwater lake on the coast, which attracts
many wildfowl in winter. At first there seemed to be few birds
but after two hours we had seen a Red Throated Diver, ten
Cormorant, 50 Goldeneye, 20 Goosander, Pocard, Mallard and
Tufted Duck. The weather was very rough but our spirits were
not deterred and we pressed on to the Derwent Floods at Bubwith.
The Derwent is normally a narrow, placid river but in winter
there is so much water that the water meadows form huge lakes.
Hnwever one can walk for miles along the river banks. Among
the birds seen were 30 Pintail and 250 Wild Swans. The latter
are very difficult to identify in winter but we assumed there
were 240 Bewick's Swans and ten Whooper Swans. Our continued
thanks to Mr. Earnshaw. .. AUCEPS ".
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CHESS CLUB
THIS term the Chess Club membership has remained at over
Eixty and meetings continue to be held each lunch time. At
present there is a shortage of sets so it was decided at a com-
mittee meeting that the Chess Club wIll try to buy sIx new sets
and boards each year.

At the end of the Autumn Term, P. A. Hut,chinson became
this year's Senior champion by defeating P. Boynton in an
exciting final.

At the time of writing, only two schooi matches have been
played. Against Scunthorpe GJS. we were without three members
of our strongest team yet were unlucky to lose by so great a
margin. In our other match, our team (including one first year
-D. Booth) was too good for De Aston G.S.

As for individual performances, our top three boards-P. A.
Hutchinson (5!f7), P. Boynton (5!18) and K. Beer (3!f4)-are
undefeated, but our lower boards, although improving fast, lack
match experience.

Next year we are hoping for greater success as we shall
have almost the same team.

Results
January 29th, v. Scunthorpe G.S. (away): Lost 4!-1!- (A. P.

Crouch won, P. Boynton drew).

February 2nd, v. De Aston G.S. (away): Won 4!--1!- (P. Boynton,
A. P. Crouch, C. J. J. O'Connor and :P. C. Adams won, P. A.
Hutchinson drew). "BLACK KNIGHT'''.

FISHING CLUB

WHERE have all the fishes gone? This is a question for which,
untortunately, no-one seems to be able to find an answer. The
customary shoals of decent-sized perch, which are usually so
active at this time of the year in the top lake at Scawby, have
not been contacted at all-we cannot understand it. Derbyshire,
Gibbons and Bradburn are among a group of members who have
made frequent visits to the ponds, and they have been very
disappointed with their results.

At last, to the apparent delight of some people, our Club has
been branded with the destruction of the bridge on the top
lake. This is the result of the irresponsible behaviour, one day,
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of a group of our youngest members. To reassure Colonel
Nelthorpe of our appreciation for the use of his ponds, and to
save the name of the Club, we have offered to pay for the
rebuilding ourselves. Unfortunately this will bring our Club
funds down to zero.

Now that the close-season is upon us, we are starting a series
o.f lectures on various aspects of the sport, particularly those
concerned with Scawby. We hape that they wlll bring brighter
prospects for next season. "PISCATOR ".

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

THE Society has now really found its footing, due mainly to
the work put in by the committee, however we have had little
he~p from the majority of members. They tend to pay their
subscription and then forget they belong to an active society;
consequently at meetings and talks attendances are low. This
of course does not help the Society. People who have attended
regularly will have, I hope, enjoyed the talks, especially the ones
which have been lllu3trated with slidc3, using a very ancient

" magic-lantern ", now converted to electricity, Two of these
talks were about British birds and another about British wild
animals. A quiz was alsa arranged using slides in which mem-
bers were asked to identify 200 animals.

Two films have been shown entitled" The Living Pattern"
and" A Walk in the Forest ". The former about animals in
Britain from which everyone gained quite a lot of knowledge.

We have been asked by the Natural History section of the
Scunthorpe Museum Society to find out as much as we can about
the status of Reptilia and f\.mphibia in the area covered by the
school. This of course is an enormous task for twenty people
to undertake so we have decided to ask the help of the whole
school. This will be quite easy and all you have to do is keep
your eyes peeled. Drawings and photographs have been prepared
to overcome the difficulty of identification and when you have
seen o:J.e of the species you write down its locality under the
appropriate drawing.

N8Xt term we hope to arrange m'Jre talks an:! films but more
especially field meetings. So until I write next term I hope you
w1ll find p'enty of lizards, frogs, snakes, etc.

D. T. HORSLEY.
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GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

THIS term has seen the beginning of some organised field work
which we are carrying out on the Scarp Slope of the Heights.
near Cleatham. Our aim is to map the extent of the surface
rocks going down the scarp and thus begin to compile an accurate
geological map of the area.

The mock exams have unfortunately taken up a lot of the
term" but we have arranged two Wednesday afternoon excursions
in Mr. Slack's car. Our first visit near the beginning of the term
was to determine the rocks we were likely to encounter, by map-
ping the rock strata in two of the quarries on either side of the
main road. Armed with this information, all we needed befbre
we started the actual mapping was a survey of the rocks in two
quarries half-way down the slope. This had to wait until the
next trip when, alhough both quarries contained several million
gallons of water, we quickly marked out the prolification required
and found some excellent fossils. Two of the most interesting
finds were of a rock borer and two superb examples of Pentacrinus,
the stem of a sea lily. These helped us to date the rocks, which
we decided were of the Middle Lias ,period. In the short time
left to us on this visit we rapidly mapped the various surface
rocks nearly all the way down the scarp, although there was
some doubt where the superior oolite occurred and whether the
inferior oolite was in fact inferior oolite.

We now hope to put on a display of fossils in the Geography
Room and carryon mapping down the edge of the cUff.

We must thank Mr. Slack for the use of his magnificent car
and Earle's Gement Works for allowing us to visit their quarries.
May I remind you that all new members will be welcome to the
society. R. C. WEIGHTMAN.

THE FILM SOCIETY

AS usual the society has continued t() show films of all types in
the lunch hour. Season tickets sold we:l, and the half-price offer
for previous holders seems to have acted as an incentive to others.
From the financial point of view, I think it Will be possible to do
the same thing next Eeptember - summer being the clcse-
season.
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With some two weeks of term left to finish this season, we
have shown 40 films so far. Not all have been very good, but on
the whole there has only been a very sm911 number of uninterest-
ing films. Some have been really excellent, and members of the
society have been very impressed by such films as "One of them
is Brett," the story of a "Thalidomide boy," or "The Physics and
Chemistry of Water," a most lucid explanation of the structure
and behaviour of water. Similarly, we have had a good selection
of R.O.S.P.A. fi]ms, sent by the local Road Safet.y Committee.
which have had interest and given good instruction to all road
users.

Financially we are in a ~leasant state, having £4 l6s. Od. in
hand, but some of this will be needed to post back films for
the remainder of this term. It has been suggested that we hire
a long film or some old comedy film, and I think this is a good
possibility, but we must wait to see how the money will worl,
out before deciding.

Next September's bookings are already being confirmed. We
may have a new projector by then, which will ease the work
of setting everything up each time. I must thank the band of
workers who do the various jOos, but 1ft us hope they, or some of
them, will be redundant next year. J.E.M.

SCOUTS

THIS term has seen all the juniors who had not passed the
test before Christmas awarded their Tenderfoot badges. It is
pleasing to ncte enthusiastic support from the first year boys, in
view of the disappointing response from the second year, many
of whom have drifted away. One junior is well on the way to
his Second Class badge. The more senior troop members have
been successful in obtaining several proficiency badges between
them, one has his First Class, and two are progressing towards
their Scout Cords. A course in First Aid for FIrst and Second
Class has been run, but was interrupted by Mr. Jarvis's absence.

A Jumble Sale, organised by the local committee" was held in
the 1st Brigg Scout Troop hut on the 4th March and, though
not well publlcised, was well attended, and realised £30.
The ~roceeds will go towards new equipment for next term's
camps at TiVigmoor, which are held to prepare the Juniors far
summer camp, and for camp itself at Hathersage. A.S.M.
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LYSAGHT'S
(G.K.N. Steel Co., Ltd.)

for

GOOD STEEL

of many grades

and
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at many levels
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I like
B. G. S.

- just as it is -

Advertising
in the inner

pages of this mag-
azine was introduced

some mne years ago.
It was then I first took my

place here - feeling rather
nervous - a mere girl in a man's

world. I am much better now and
very much at home. In these nine

years I may not have helped to sell a lot
of my firm's products (or even justified my

" termly" appearance) but I have developed a
great love and respect for this fine School. I am
just beginning to understand the feelings which
thousands of Old Boys and Parents must have
for Brigg Grammar School.

In 1969 it is TERCENTENARY YEAR.
Before then you will be asked to contribute to
an effort designed to mark the School's 300 years
of achievement and service.

When the Tercentenary Appeal reaches
you - PLEASE RESPOND QUICKLY AND
GENEROUSLY.



Old Briggensians' Association
Hon. Secretary: A. F. J. Farmer, Merivale, Bigby Road, Brlgg
Hon. Treasurer: S. C. Dickinson, 40 Bigby Street, Brigg.

K. B. Strawson is now Lecturer in Anaesthetics at Edinburgh
University. His r.,ddres3 is 33 l1ildon Street, Edinburgh 3.

Captain H. D. Nixon, M.V.O., R.N.. informs us that letters
to him should now be addressed: c/o Office of D.O.A. (EJ, OJd'
Admiralty Building" Whitehall, London, S.W.I.

We have news of three O.B.'" who h&.ve recently received
appointments with the Scunthorne Co-operative Society. G. W.
Walker has been appointed to the perEOnal staff of the Managing
Secretary with special responsibiUty for the PUblic Relations
Department. R. H. Teasdale has been appointed assistant in the
Public Relations Den:wtment. B. Taylor has been aiPPointecl
Personnel Officer.

R. F. Hudson has been offered the Chair of Chemistry at the
University of Kent.

Congratulations to Kenneth Procter on his engagement to
Miss Diane Churchill in December, 1965.

Paul Mace is now a clerk with British Railway at Scunthorpe.
Richard Trubridge has obtained a place at the City 01

Birmingham Training College for a post-graduate teacher
training courSe of one year, having completed two years at the
Huddersfield College of Technology.

Michael Barton married Janet Chappell on Boxing Day and
they have made their home at Hibaldstow. Bort9n is teaching
at HuntcUff Secondarv School.

Ronald Carline qualified as a Chartered Accounte..nt in
November, 1965, and David Padley was successful at the Inter-
meriate Examination of the Chartered Accountants.

Robert Dent, former Secretary of the O.B.A., has returned
from Hong Kong and plans to stay in England.

Congratulations to Peter E:dlington on the birth of his second
child" a son Simon.

The ,provisional date for the Fourth Annual Dinner and
Dance is Friday, 28th October.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND
40th ANNUAL DINNER

The Annual General Meeting was hIed at the Angel Hotel,
Brigg, on Saturday, 8th January.

The meeting was attmded by 27 Old Briggensians. The
Chairman reported on the previous year's activities, emphasising
in particular the plans being made for the celebration of the
Tercentenary. It was reported that Mr. Pratt had finally been
forced to terminate his long connection with the school, wh~c"!
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he had maintained since his retirement in 1962 by part-tirre
teaching. Mr. Pimlott hact also left the stsff in order to tal;:e
up an l'r'ppointment as Science Adviser to the Director of
Education for Lindsey. He was congratulated on this appoint-
ment and later in the evening presented with a silver table
lighter by the Association to mark his long and devoted serviee
to the School.

The Treasurer's report was approved.
The He:cd~11aster reported that £ 75 of the money given to

the School by the a.B.A. had been spent on a printing press, which
was now functioning most usefully in the Art Room.

The following officers were elected: President, Lt. Col. R. S.
Nelthorpe; Vice-Presidents, IRe-elected en bloc; Chairman, J.
Cheeseman; Vice-Chairman, A. Wood; Hon. Secretary, A. F.
J. Frmcr; Hon. Ass. Secretary, A. Turner; Hon. Treasurer, S. C.
Dickinson; Hon. Auditor, J. R. Gregory; Committee, As for
previous year; Ex-officio, The Headmaster, R. L. Patchett.

Mr. H. Fimlott and Mr. A. R. Pratt were elected Hon. LHe
Members.

The Meeting was followed by the Annual Dinner, at which
there was a total attendance of 105. The sDeakers at the Dinner
were: Mr. A. J. Morris, Senior Master of the School; Mr. N. R.
Cartledge, Vice-Principal of North Lindsey Technical College,
and Mr. J. R. Rawlinson, Headmaster of the Huntcl1ff School,
Kirton Lindsey.

CORRESPONDENCE
The Editorial Committee is now receiving a certain amount of

comment on material published in the magazine. We welcome
this; all we ask is that our correspondents should make their
points clearly and concisely.

\\i\ An-.Old Briggensian 0909-1915) writes as follows:

~(\l~" "Having read your stupid, ill-informed left-wing Editorial
~ in the current issue of 'The Briggensian

" I enclose a letter sent
to the' ChErch Times' by the one-time Archdeacon of
Ji'i{ashonaland, which may be of some help to you.

" I wish you would tone up 'The Briggensian '. The issue III
question is a hotch-potch of mediocrity, and unworthy of B.G.S."

The letter referred to is reproduced below:
"Unlike most other African States, Rhodesia set out to

provide primary education for all rather than (though not instead
of) secondary education for the few. In 1964, 91.5 per cent. of
children aged five to fourteen were in school, representing 627,80G
African and 35,770 White children. The truth is that Rhodesia
has been doing all it can educationally to enable Africans to get
on the voters' rolls. The constitution of 1961 leads steadily to
African majority rule (if those who qualify will enrol themselves) .
and the White minority as well as the other race voted for it.
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"With regard to secondary and university education, it is
essentially the same story. Last year there were 8,500 Africans
in secondary schools: this year 11.495.

"May I refer to another matter which is often criticised,
namely African wages? First, it is a fact that Africans in
government employment (professional or otherwise), in the same
jobs and with the same qualifications as White people" are paid
exactly the same. Secondly, pay in Rhodesia, as in most lPlaces,
rises with skill and ability and reliability; and African wages have
risen three times as fast as White. Thirdly, African employees,
as a rule, receive, in addition to cash wages, free accommodation
or rent allowances, as the case may be, and the basic food ration
laid down by law. Wages rise with the rise in economic
prosperity: and that is so in Rhodesia. Sanctions will, of courf~,
reverse this process. and the Africans will suffer first.

"I must conclude by saying, as far as I understand naturJl
law and Christian ethics, there is no moral reason why a minority
should not govern a majority: provided that" as in Rhodesia,
it is sharing the basic human needs and allowing scope for
developing human aspirations.

"Far from perfect as they are, the peoples - all of them -.
of Rhodesia do not deserve to be slowly tortured by Britain and
its allied states, whose sheer hypocrisy is m:o:nifest to all ".

K. E. Schirn, who wrote the Editorial in ,question, respUes:
"I find Archdeacon Wood's attempts to justify Mr. Smith's

actions as compatible withOhrIstian ethics dubious to say the
least. He says that they are not in any way compatible with
minority rule, provided that the minority shows the b9sic human
needs of the majority and allows it sccipe for developing human
aspirations. Yet surely two of the most basic human needs are
freedom, and equality with other men, and a universal hlJl1'an
aspiration is to engage in politics. But in RheJdesia the Afric?n:>
have neither political nor economic equality with the Europeans,
for they live under a government which has prevented them fro:!"l1
playing a significant part in parliamentary politics. If Arch-
deacon Wood seriously expects us to believe that Mr. Smith's
government is 'allowing scope for developing human aspirations'
(a delightfully vague phrase in itS21f), then he must prove that
it is seeking to bring about a transition to African majority rule,
for that is the ultimate' human aspiration' of the AfrIcans.
Instead, there is strong evidence that Mr. Smith's intEntions
lie in exactly the opposite direction.

" Firstly, the White Rhodesians insist on maintaining abs::>lute
control over parliament and thereby the constitution. Secondly,
there is no evidence of a genuine att2mpt by, the ruling White
authority to prepare the Africans for sharing in the government
of Rhodesia; and finally, Mr. Smith's own words and actions cast
doubt on his professed motives. He himself has said that tran-
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sition to African rule may take from 15 to 50 years, a forecast
of such pessimism as to indicate a lack of willingness on his
part to implement such a transition. But his approach to U.D.!.
oft'ers more damming testimony against him. If he really wants
to see greater co-operatian in government between Europeans
and Africans, why was he not prepared to accept the verdict of
a national referendum on whether or not Rhodesia should become
independent? He was prepared to take a step involving the
whole of Southern Rhodesia's future without taking into account
the views of the people whose interests he claims to support.
Instead, he presented the opinions of the notoriously unrepre-
sentative government-paid chiefs as being evidence of an African
desire for indepenGence. He then seized independence, and
since then his government has begun to erect a police state, with
the suppression of all protest. In Southern Rhodesia we are
seeing the destruction of fr.eedom of speech in all its forms, as
has happened in neighbouring South Africa. These facts seem
to indicate that in reality Smith is only concerned with the
maintenance of white racialist supremacy in Rhodesia.

" The concentration of the Rhodesian government on primary
education for the Africans rather than secondary education lends
weight to this view, contrary to the Archdeacon's implication
that the motives of this are purely altruistic. If the Africans
are to govern their own country then substantial numbers of
them must be educated and trained to run the administration
at the highest levels. A survey by the University College of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland in 1964, estimated that by 1972 Southern
Rhodesia would need about 78000 trained men and women to
run the country, and that only a crash programme of African
secondary education would obtain this figure of skilled people.
Yet while the education bill for 217,000 Europeans is £6,100,000,
averaging an expenditure of £ 103 for every child, the education
bill for 4000000 Africans is £6,450,000; a mere £10 per child.
This results in a figure of only 11,000 African children receiving
secondary education as compared to over 20,000 European child-
ren. These figures all indicate a virtual refusal to educate the
great mass of Africans beyond the stage where they are mere
servants of the white man. And, of course. education and earning
power are closely linked. No doubt, as Archdeacon Wood says,
pay in Rhodesia rises with skill, ability and reliability-but as
long as the vast majority of Africans are only poorly educated,
they will only be able to get the lower-paid jobs.

"The whole matter is a question of securing justice. We
accept that the best and fairest system of government is a
political democracy, in which all men are free and equal what-
ever their colour, race, or creed. These principles have been
blatantly rejected in Rhodesia, and unless we crush Smith's
r2bellion we shall be a nation of hypocrites".
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THE KNACK
ANN JELLICOE

WE blessed the Civic Theatre with our largest party of the term
to se~ this production by the Lincoln Theatre Company. In fact
we must have nearly doubled the audience, still leaving it only
just over half full! The fact that we did have a large party,
was indicative Of the fact that the play had aroused' great
interest following the excellent film production which had come
to Scunthorpe some months earlier.

The play has, as the title may already have indicated to
some of us, "the ability to acquire a succession of attractive
young females without really trying" as its somewhat amusing
theme. Tolen is the character who has got this knack - a
smooth character completely absorbed with his own accomplish-
ments and indifferent to the feelings of Colin, who is the land-
lord, painfully aware of his own feelings as regards the opposite
sex. There is also a second lodger, Tom, whose passion for way-
out interior decorating, and whose happy-go-lucky vitality, add
further hilarity to this play. Into the Uves of these three, comes
an innocent country girl, Nancy, looking for the Y.W.C.A. She
provides a challenge to Tolen, and a last chance to Colin, and
this is the crux of the play, resulting in the eventual" downfall"
of Tolen, and success of Colin. According to the introduction
in the official Theatre programme, "Ann Jell1coe juggles her
four characters in a series of permutations which blend to make
an often hilarious, yet strangely moving play". "

Strangely
moving?" I'm afraid not. One could detect the odd note of
seriousness, especially towards the end, but if Ann Jell1coe was
trying to "move" her audience, then she failed, for the majority
opinion afterwards was that the play relied almost entirely on
its humour, one felt that the odd tone of pathos was merely
to prevent the play from being a farce. Full credit to the Lincoln
Rep. for casting the play magnificently, all four characters were
excellently portrayed by Roger Fountayne (Tom), Derek Fuke
(Colin), Michael Ferrand (Tolen) and Tina Earl (Nancy). They
did all they could to make the most out of the play, which,
although it was written first, did lose out on several occasions,
for example, a motor bike chase, and a hilarious journey through
London on a dilapidated bedstead, which drew the most reaction
from the cinema audience.

This then, was a play of limited value, excellently produced
by the Lincoln Theatre Conwany, extremely amusIng for those
who had not seen the film, and to a lesser degree for those who
had. T. BROOKES.
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WHO'S AFRAID OF
VIRGINIA WOOLF

EDWARD ALBEE

AN intense, claustrophobic exposition of the failure of human
relationships, which is also, quite surprisingly, a very amusing
play. This union of two apparently irreconcilable aspects of
theatr2 is managed by Edward Albee in his first full-length
dramatic venture-" Virginia Woolfe "-with obvious skill and
considerable effect. The action centres upon George, a History
Professor at a small New England university and his wife Martha.
After more than twenty years of marrIage, their relationship
has become a continuous emotional war. Both of them are
inherently immature and bedevilled by the insecurity, the doubts,
and sexual fears of adolescence which have pursued them into
middle-age. In consequence they feel vulnerable, and react by
repeated attempts to ridicule, to humiliate, to find a weakness
in the fa<;ade which the other has thrown up as a protection,
and to hurt as much as possible before their own weakness is
discovered.

Martha is the epitome of the American woman in that
matriarchal society. She is superficially (and there is little of
depth within her now) boisterous, outgoing, domineering. She
shouts a lot, swears a lot, drinks heavily, and debases herself in
front of George at every opportunity, primarily because he
dislikes it. But chief in her impressive armoury of emotional
weapons is that based on George's lack of success in his career,
a fact which she uses to taunt him unremittingly. George
himself retaliates with a kind of philosophical irony which
develops into bitter, biting sarcasm when pressed. From this
source derives much of th2 humour of the play, and there is in
the sometimes childish conflicts, considerable humour.

Into this vicious descending spiral are dragged a young
couple-Nick and Honey, who visit George and Martha on the
night of the action. These two seem at first to be a contrast
of normality and innocence with the horrifying situation of the
others. but slowly they become used as an audience, an additional
aggravation for the exercises in humiliation which are displayed
before them. Slowly, under Mr. Albee's manipulation, they too
take part in the sinister games, and with the childhood sensation
of raising an evil-looking stone and seeing dark little creatures
exposed to killing sunlight, the guilty secrets of each character
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are revealed, and finally exorcised. The present of Martha and
George is S2en to be the future oj' Honey and Nick with despairing
inevitability. Despite all this, the play ends, not as might be
expected on a note of absolute despair, but with an atmosphere
of rIsing hope as George and Martha, faced with the irrevocable
fact that their pretence is at last over, stand, together for the
first time, in a symbolic tableau, and the curtain falls.

The Lincoln Theatre Company production of this play at
SCLlnthorpe Civic Theatre contained all the elements Of artistic
professionalism and technical perfection for which this company
has a reputation in addition to exceptionally fine performances
by both Mark Dowse as George, and Irene Inescort as Martha.
In short, a disturbingly good play matched by an equally excellent
productlon. C. R. NAYLOR.

THE LARK
JEAN ANOUILH

THE" Lark" in Jean Anouilh's play is of course Joan of Are,
whose story is told from the time when, alone in the fields she
sees her first vision, to her death at the stake. The a~tual form
of the phy consists of a series of flashbacks reconstructing her
Hie as her trial proceeds, and on stage this has some disadvant-
ages that would be overcome without difficulty in a book or a
film; at the b2ginning of the play there is practically no action
while Joan describ2s in a monologue her first visions and it also
means that her family take part in the trial, in its early stages
at least. However, after these initial distractions the story of
the Maid from Domremy is told with little interruption during
the rest of the play.

It was difficult to find anything very seriously wrong with
the Little Theatre Club's production Of "The Lark" at the Civic
Theatre, Scunthorpe, although one did get the impression that
wme lin2s were remembered a fraction of a second after they
should have been spoken and that the set would have looked
better if it had been painted; Joan, too, as played by Patricia
Seaword. seemed to be over-playing her enYotions when describirig
her fear on first hearing her voices, but this may have been
nervousness as it was not so noticeable after the opening sc::mes.
All the other major characters were well played, with the possible
exception of Warwick who had a rather peculiar accent, and the
entire performance was very enjoyable.

The similarity between" The Lark" and" st. Joan" by Shaw
is quite remarkable; one thought as the play proceeded that
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either Christopher Fry, the translator, had made several phrases
in his version quotations from" St. Joan" or that Anouilh knew
Shaw's play very well. However, there are differences, for
Anouilh has no character com,parable with Shaw's" bull-necked
chaplain de Stogumber to raise a laugh at the expense of the
~nglish. Shaw is also more concern:;)d with the fact that Joan
was greatly in advance of her time and in consequence had to
sufter fDr it, and in fact spends the whole of one of the six scenes
in his play in .;he English camp finding reasons why Joan should
be burnt as a heretic, while in "The Lark" the story is told
without this kind of interruption. But it is doubtful which of
the two plays is better in this respect, for while Shaw in one
way wastes a lot of time without making much progress with
the plot, he does prepare the audience for Joan's death, whereas
after the interval in Anouilh's version of the story the audience
is surprised by the sudden change in the attitude of the
characters towards her which has sUddenly changed from a
situation inwhich she is in complete command to one in which
she is the victim of the Inquisition. Anouilh's Maid is much
more" ordJnary" in many ways than Shaw's, ana in some
respects less convincing; in "The Lark" de Bandricourt is
persuaded not to add Joan to his list of sins but to let her go
to Chinon by putting ideas into his head in a completely incred-
ible manner (at this point the translator rears his head by
putting a squire in command of lieutenants and by a reference
to a new natural phenomenon, a "sword of lightning") while
Shaw's Robert is wOn over partly by a miracle and chieft.y by
Joan's sheer personality. Warwick 1s also represented quite
differ2ntly; Shaw makes him quite adamant that Joan must be
burnt for political reason, while Anouilh's Bauchamp is quite
content to see the Maid locked up in prison, and even comes
to tell her so. The Dauphin is also made a more nondescript
figure in "The Lark", in which he has no good qualities and
not even his sense of humour to stop him being bullied too much
by the court.

However, although the characters are not as fully developed
in Anouilh's playas in Shaw's it 1s probably more entertaining
on stag2'; for a large part of the dialogue Shaw uses to bring
out the personalities of his characters is not very interesting
except as material for study. In fact, the only part of .. The
Lark" which does begin to drag is the ending, with its rather
weak excuse for getting Joan off the stake to see the coronation
of Charles before she is burnt, with the sole dramatic purpose
of giving an opportunity for some ceremony before the final
curtain. R. W. TULEY.
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MILNE AND MORALITiT
RENOWNED lor decades as an eminently readable author of
novels for children, A. A. Milne has only just begun to be recog-
nised as one of the most original and disturbing talents of the
Twentieth Century.

It has become clear to enlightened modern critics that those
who praised Milne as a children's author were not only mis-
understanding his purpose but also doing incomparable disservice
to a great writer; for his examination of the relationships
between humans and animals is at once penetrating and out-
spoken, and his denunciation of corruption vehement.

Writers who dealt with contact between animals and human
beings were by no means unknown during the period when Milne
was creating, the most notable of these being D. H. Lawrence
who quite plainly stated in "The Rainbow"-

"The Alfred Bangwen of this period had married a black
horse from Heanor. It was a slim, pretty, dark horse, quaint
in its speech, whimsical, so that the sharp things it said did
not hurt".

Milne states the facts just as plainly, but the characters
he so frankly portrays are not ingenuous as are Bangwen or
the horse, rather, on the co~t:'2,rj, they arJ snadoNy,r;ervefted
figures creeping about in a twilight world of sin and bestiaiity;
and in our examination of those characters featured in his

" Wlnnie-the-Pooh" we must be just as frank as Milne himself
would have wished.

At the outset, the reader is plunged into a veritable maelstrom
of immorality: leaping at us from the page is the infamous
transvestite bear known as "Winnie-the-Pooh" who lives on
terms oj' suspicious intimacy with a perpetual juvenile called
Christopher Robin. The tortured and infinitely perverted
machinations of the bear's brain are clearly seen through Milne's
portrait of him, as his sexuality is obviously a great source of
inner conflict: he (I refer to him as such because his attitude
throughout the greater part of the book seems to indicate that
he is a male) is tormented initially by his uncertainty as to
whether he is male or female; he obviously resolves that he is
a male-we must indeed feel that this is a logical deduction-
but yet is disturbed by the masculine finality of the name
Edward Bear, and consequently decides to go under the female
name of "Winnie" while at the same time adding". . . . -the-
Pooh" (or ". . . . -ther-Pooh") just to confuse the issue. It
is quite apparent that Winnie-the-Pooh feels keenly the social
stigma attached to his intimacy with Christopher Robin for he
rejects an intellectual outlook, excusing his perversion by a
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pretence of mental deficiency and referring to himself at every
possible opportunity as "a bear of very little brain"; it is not
surpnsing that thIS attitude ,p,roduces the breakdown of his
prodigious intellect: he is torn by a recurrent traumatic experi-
ence in W11ich he imagInes himself being dragged up and down
flIghts OJ. stall'S by Christopher Robin whom he plainly regards
as a J.ather-figure-

" Here 1S Edward Bear, coming downstairs now, bump, bump,
bump, on the back 01 his head, behind Christopher Robin ".-
and to escape from this nightmare world he seeks refuge in
honey-taking and quickly becomes addicted to the drug, per-
forming. unbelievable feats of physical skill to obtain a cOnstant
supp~y. Deprivation of the drug results in vivid and terrifying
hallucinations, during the course of which-owing to the effect
OJ: hone) upon the body metabolism - he undergoes a
metamorphosis and assumes the form of a heffalump, causing
smaller anin: a:s (notably Piglet) to panic with terror.

"Help, hup!" crIed Piglet, "a Heffalump, a Horrible
Heffalump!" and he scampered off as hard as he could, still
crying out, "Help, help, a Herrible HOffalump! Hoff, Hoff, a
Rellible Horralump! Holl, Holl, a Hoffable Hellerump ! "

It should be noted also, that Winnie-the-Pooh, made lethargic
by the action of the drug acts as the passive partner in his
relationship with Christopher Robin, and sometimes expresses
reluctance to comply wIth his invitations; at all times, however,
Christopher Robin is the one to make overt sexual advances to
Winnie-the-Pooh:

At the door he turned and said, "Coming to see me have
my bath?

"
In fact, there can be no doubt that Christopher Robin is

more thoroughly promiscuous than is the bear, for the bi-sexual
nature of his activities is indicated by a contemporary ballad:

"They're changing the Guard at Buckingham Palace,
Christopher Robin went down with Alice".

(There is evidence to show, also, that the" Alice" here
referred to who visited Wonderland and had suspicious connec-
tions with a white rabbit, a dormouse, a mad hatter a mock
turtie, a gryphon and a lesbian queen, to name but a few.)

But his scheme of leading a band of animals into a lonely
and secluded area of the countryside to satisfy his perverted
desires is foiled by the half-witted bungling of Pooh who, failing
to see the point as always, insists on dIscovering the North Pole
thereby ruins Christopher Robin's well-laid plans. That Winnie-
the-Pooh is thoroughly ineffectual when deprived of the leader-
ship of Christopher Robin is borne out by his failure to seduce
the apparently innocuous Piglet, for Winnie soon finds that
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things are developing much too quickly for him and that he
cannot keep pace:

"We"ll do it this afternoon, and I'll come with you", said
Pooh.

"It isn't the sort of thing you can do in the afternoon",
said Piglet quickly. "It's a very particular morning thing, that
has to be done in the morning. . . .".

Piglet's driving desire takes Pooh aback and only the appear-
ance of his guardian angel in the form of Christopher Robin
enables him to save face.

There are, indeed. other characters represented in the book
whose relationships itre heavy with symbolism: Owl's confiscation
of Eeyore's tail is dearly a symbol of the exploitation of the
working classes by a tyrannical clique of Intellectual business-
men, and Kanga's washing of Piglet is obviously a political
demonstration in support of Australia's" Whites only"
immigration policy, yet it is for the straightforward, stark
presentation of the facts about Winnie-the-Pooh and Christopher
Robin for his ruthless expose of sexual perversion that A. A. Milne
will go down in history as the greatest champion of morality
in the history of English literature.

J. BUTTERWORTH.

ONE UPMANSHIP IN
THE SPYING GAME

HAVING been a recent spectator to developments in the film
world concerning spying, espionage, counter-espionage, double-
dealing and death dealing, literally spiced with what can rather
naively be called" Romantic Interludes", the world seems to
have become a diifferent place. For instance, one can never
again relax in the passenger seat of an Aston Martin D.B.5, and
the very thought of a cigarette lighter fitted with 82 deadly
devices. as appears briefly in "Our Man Fllnt", must have given
a terrific boost to the sale of matches. Wl1afever the side effects
of this latest rush of spy fllms will be, no one knows, out they
certainly add up to some of the best box office hits of recent
years.

James Bond was once again to the fore, especially in the
golfing scene during" Goldfinger". The" Men From U.N.C.L.E.

"
however, were not to be outdone, and they had an answer to
"Goldflnger" in their latest film" One Spy Too Many". They
also attempted to compete with 007 in the way of gimickry
and included somewhere Tntne celuloid a scene from the rival
shocker" The Pit and the Penaulum", in which Napoleon Solo
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narrowly escaped meeting his Waterloo and Ilya Kuryakin
became somewhat entangled with Dorothy Provine.

As a dampner to all nature lovers, the insect world as well
as that of the human plane, gets very short shift. In" Our Man
Flint", for instg,nce, a common house fly is impaled upon a dart
shot from Flint's cigarette holder, and an adventuresome
tarantula meets its doom under a bedroom slipper after a short
and rather dramatic tussle with James Bond. However, pro-
ducers have found it diplomatic to compensate any ruffled nature
lovers by a seemingly never endIng supply of scantily clad young
ladies. In" The Silencers", lor instance, we find the rather
unlikely figure of Dean Martin dOdging foreign agents, but
always somewhere in the vicinity of a bedroom.

Perhaps the biggest weakness, apart from the plots, in the
series of Bond films, is the hero's insensitive habit of punning
somewhat in the manner of Shakespeare. A good example of
this occurs in "Thunderball", when after nearly attaching one
of the enemy to a palm tree by means of a harpoon-gun, he
comments with typical sangfroid: "I think he got the point".
Personally, I didn't. There seemed to me to be enough comedy
inherent in the plot, without resorting to this type of verbal
crudity. Again in "Goldfinger", after electrocuting a hostile
agent who was reposing in a bath, he adds the postscript

" Shocking". Enough said!
Each film which appears in this series, tries to surpass its

predecessors in sheer outrageous imagination. As a natural
culmination of this sort of competition, we have progressed from
Jame3 Bond's all-purpose car to Flint's diabolical cigarette
lighter. Despite the attention of all these gentlemen the world's
supply of anarchistic secret societies seems endless, and their
recruiting methods must leave the army breathless. However,
I am in no doubt that James and Company will struggle valiantly
on until the criminal world is finally defeated or until a reaction
against sex and sadism finally sets in amongst cinema audiences.

A. E. JACKSON.

RHODESIA
IN November, 1965, the Rhodesian Government declared U.D.I.
and seIzed an independence it still has. Opinion in this
country has been divIded (in the Tory Party three ways) on
the policy the Government should follow against Mr. Smith's
regime. It. is obvious to everyone that Rhodesia can no longer
be taken back into the British playpen and that sanctions, even
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if they are effective, will only destroy Rhodesia's economy. They
w1l1 not recall Rhodesia into the Commonwealth since it would
seem that the Rhodesian public is supporting Smith and therefore
there is no effective opposition within the country.

Why then did Britain not send in troops before U.D.!., since
it was obvious it would be proclaimed ~ventually? If she had
done so sh~ would have prevented the entrenchment of the
Smith regime, she would not have lost African support and
she would have saved the Zambian nation from the chaos lt is
coming to. It is imp.ortant today that Britain appear in good
light in Africa to obstruct the advance of Communism across
the continent.

Nonsense is spoken about" kith and kin". Firstly more
black Rhodesians fought for us in the last war than white and
it is these blacks we are surrendering to the Smith regime.
Sewndly we are allowing the advance of white supremacy to
go unchecked in Southern Africa. We are in fact condoning
fascists as our own .. kith and kin" on the ground'-that they
fought on our side in World War II-against Fascists! By
allowing Rhodesian independence, which is based on white
supremacy, we are facilitating the formation of a white racist
block in southern Africa.

Now is the time to instigate a world-wide boycott on the
goods of Rhodesia, Portugal and South Africa. It was soft-
pedalling British policy that gave Hitler the excuse to invade
Poland; it Is soft-pedalling over Rhodesia which may cause the
disintegration of the African continent. What about it Mr.
Wilson? D. JARDINE.

BRIT AIN' S ROLE
EAST OF SUEZ

IT is now clear that Britain can no longer hope to be a world
pawer. She hIs lost her Empire, and the Commonwealth is little
more than a sentimental association. Yet she is still attempting
to perform the task that was hers when she was an Imperial
power. Britain continues to maintain a military presence in
the Middle East and in Asia, and thi'3 military presence is appar-
ently regarded by the British government as being of an indefinite
duration.

Britain's military role in Aden has been in doubt for some
time now, and by th8ir decision to withdraw all troops by 1968
the government seem to have realised this. Aden 110 longer
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i:erves any useful purpose as a staging-post for British troops
going to Borneo, for they can equally well travel westward via
Canada, Neither do a handful of British troops in Aden serve
to defend the oilfields of Iraq and Iran against Soviet Russia.
The:r defence lies in the presence of N.A.T.O. bases in their
neighbouring country Turkey. For Britain to maintain any
bases in the Middle East is pointless-what of her commitments
in the Far East, then?

Here there has be,m over the past five years a definite reasoh
for stationing British troops in Malaya, Singapore, and Borneo.
The existence of Malaysia was being threatened by Sukarno's
Indonesia and if there had not been British troops in Borneo
then that state would have been overrun by Indonesian forces.
But during the last year the internal situation in Indonesia has
become more and more confusing, with a savage conflict between
the Communists and the anti-CommunIsts, and at the time of
writing Sukarno has in fact just been replaced as national leader
by an anti-Communist general. As a result of this internal
confusion in Indonesia, almost bordering on civil war, Indonesian
confrontation of Malaysia has virtually ceased, and it should be
remembered that even before-hand it was really a diversion to
distract the Indonesian people from their country's domestic
problems. So Britain must seriously consider withdrawal from
Singapore by 1970, for her presence there Is rapidly becoming
unnecessary. This withdrawal must be gradual in order not to
damage Singapore's economy, so the government must begin to
plan it now.

The real question concerning British commitments in the
Middle East, however, centres around British relations with the
U.S.A. Are we to act unquestioningly as America's allies in
resisting what they think is rampant Chinese Communism, or
are we rather to in~roduce some note of sanity into Western
policy in South-East Asia? If we maintain our base at Singapore
with the intention of resisting Communist advances, we shall
find ourselves involved in the war in Vietnam. Here is a case
where the simplicity of the American outlook on foreIgn affaIrs
has proved disastrous. In Vietnam the Americans sincerely
believe that they are defending democracy against Chinese
Communism, whereas in actual fact they are defending
a ramshackle bureaucracy under a mllltary junta
against a national Communist movement whose roots
lie in South Vietnam and not in China. The Americans
are not fighting Peking-insp,ired aggression but are fighting
a revolutionary movement consisting of the Vietnamese
people themselves, and thus have put themselves in the
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position of the new Imperialists of Asia, rather than that of the
defenders of democracy. If the Americans really want to prove
that they are fighting for freedom then they should set out to
make a settlement in Vietnam that conforms with the desires
of the majority of the South Vietnamese rather than the
particular wishes of the U.S.A. or the Communists. It is not
for BrItain to engage in the senseless war now in progress in
South Vietnam, then, but rather it is for Britain to pUblicly urge
a peaceful policy on the U.S.A. No-one would deny the danger
of Communist China, but if the West follows the attitude of the
U.S.A. in Vietnam, then the Communists will only be helped, as
a result, by increased nationalist fervour against the West.
Therefore it is for Britain to try to alter American policy in
Vietnam, not submissively concur in it.

Finally, even if Britain did have a role to play East of Suez
she simply could not do it. British military resources are piti-
fully small compared with those of China, and if Britain
continues to keep significant military forces in the Far East,
she will only waste money. She will present no danger to China,
and on the other hand she will be worsening her own economic
situation by wasteful public spending. In short, a British military
presence East of Suez Is unnecessary, impracticable, and
anachronistic. K. E. SCHIRN.

A JUDGEMENT OF
THE LAST JUDGEMENT

"That poem was a big evil tragedy"-John Smith.

I am the voice of twenty three dead pan biers!

Kenneth Beer is an even worse poet,
droning his way through pages of
unremitting sludge, borIng me with the thought of more
to come before an ending. Too quickly
he churns out mJ.tter of no importance save to nalf-mad
morons. I know I cannot avoid the inevitable:
only an exploding time-bomb can forestall
another stanza, interruPt the sequence.
And so I bite my chewing gum and pray; soon
another pun may brighten up his poems.
Veni vidi vie!. Right now I've had enough. D.J.H.
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POEM THIR TEEN OF
AN ENDLESS SERIES

"We are blind and live our blind lives out in blindness"

(William Carlos Williams: Howl for Carl Solomon)

the drearyness of red brick piled upon red brick
till even the dredgedup subsoil catches the straining color
abysmal emptiness pervades the whole invisible dolor
grief an outstretchd clutching hand is never far from here
even. the e:uly blue of the sky cannot dispel the fear
that haunts the hearts of those who dwell in these dull homes
going to wo~'k before the jim crow night has fiown
going to work before the dawn has rubd its single sickly yellow

eye
carrying transistor radio cucumber sandwiches daily mirror
why is it they glumly stand & dumbly stare not cry
wail howl wth/ rage frustration shake & shout wth/ terror?

as long as dave dennis swings & the washing dries
as long as the neighbours are good (dont talk) & the washing dries
as long as the football pool stays unwon the car unpaid the tv

unbroken
as long as the wind blows up the hill & the washing dries
nothing permanent can be said nothing arresting spoken
as long as the wind blows up the hill & the washing dries
there will be no protesting cries
& no expose Of the lies
& no wideopening of the eyes
as long as the washing dries
how to raise half a nation from dreamless apathy?
how to rouse half a nation from helpless lethargy?
how to set a suburb afire with verbal matches?
inhabitants who have never noticed the real beauty of the

starspeckd canopy
only that the dusty smoke from furnaces soon settles there in

fustian blotches & patches
& that the sky is often obliterated by an evllsmelling octopus
whs/ tentacles explore & explode in every cosy corner

120



choking enveloping tongues of luminless mustard
rasping hell out of throats & tormented lungs
in fog it seems the whole world is asthmatic
fog! fog!
fog is a taN~1Y cat th2t rubs its back on numberless window panes
fog is a blind man seeking the moon
fog 10 a thous:md things in a poets eyes
fog is only 0...:2 in the eyes of the common man
fog is death
fog!

death in a thousand differing ways with one common
denomina tor

fog!
ti1e blacl{ ca~ screaming off the road into a pylon into a

housewall into a ditch
fog!

the luckless pedestrian lost in an avalanche of mist
fog! tramping the moorland paths in search of habitation
fog! stumbling down measureless corridors of concrete & yellow

till the morning finds him limp & lifeless on a bench in
the park

fog!
the helpless tramp who wanders blindfold in the soft syrup

of bronchitis wheezing his life on to the acres he once
defended

there was fog at ypres too
fog!

whole pavements & streets of ice erupt in fiameless fire the
smoke of which is yet more deadly than its doleful
mother

fog!
fed by the iron works of scunthorpe! nourished

slender brick kilns of peterborough! pamperd
stinking fires of fifty million homely suicides!

by the
by the

fog!
blending with the waste of every tainted rIver fog! softening

the harsh outlines of greenspeckld slagheaps f<?g!
shaking the shadowy hand of the poisonous cropspray

fog!
a blanketing symbol for those who seek symbols.

January 26th-February 4th, 1966. KENNETH BEER.
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choking enveloping tongues Of luminless mustard
rasping hell out of throats & tormented lungs
in fog it S2ems the whole world is asthmatic
fog! fog!
fog is a ta N~ly cat th~t rubs its back on numberless window panes
fog is a blind man seeking the moon
fog l~ a thous:md things in a poets eyes
fog is only m.:::; in the eyes of the common man
fog is death
fog!

death in a thousand differing ways with one common
denominator

fog!
tile blacic cae screaming off the road into a pylon into a

housewall into a ditch
fog!

the luckless pedestrian lost in an avalanche of mist
fog! tramping the moorland paths in search of habitation
fog! stumbling down measureless corridors of concrete & yellow

t1ll the morning finds him limp & lifeless on a bench in
the park

fog!
th2 helpless tramp who wanders blindfold in the soft syrup

of bronchitis wheezing his life on to the acres he once
defended

there was fog at ypres too
fog!

whole pavements & streets of ice erupt in flameless fire the
smoke of which is yet more deadly than its doleful
mother

fog!
fed by the iron works of scunthorpe! nourished

slender brick kilns of peterborough! pamperd
stinking fires of fifty million homely suicides!

by the
by the

fog!
blending with the waste of every tainted rlver fog! softening

the harsh outlines of greenspeckld slagheaps fog!
shaking the shadowy hand of the poisonous cropspray

fog!
a blanketing symbol for those who seek symbols.

January 26th-February 4th, 1966. KENNETH BEER.
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THE CASE FOR
COMPREHENSIVE

EDUCA TION

THIS country's educational system has not only perpetuated
social injustice but has also been an educational failure. Its
inflexibility is symptomatic of the class-ridden social pattern
which it serves to reinforce, and this same rigidity has caused
the system's failure to educate people. The idea of dividing
schoolchildren into two arbitrary categories at the age of eleven
has caused gross inequality, and carries with it the implication
that education is a process of sorting out the sheep from the
goats and then ensuring the supremacy of the sfieep. It is
therefore imperative that this inequality be destroyed and that
for the flrst time Britain should see real social justice.

It is true that the most hated symbol of selection, the ll-plus
examination, is rapidly being abandoned throughout the country,
but there still exists a strong movement in favour of retaining
the principle of selection with the use of other methods. The
main argument usually employed by these people is that com-
prehensive education means uniformity of education, with the
production of identical pupils as if by a sausage-machine. But
equality in education means equality of opportunitiy and this
is directly contrary to any spirit of regimentation. Our present
tripartite system of pUblic schools, grammar schools, and
secondary modern schools, on the other hand, grades children
sOcially at the age of eleven and thrusts them into a virtually
p=Tmanent streaming pattern. This arrangement gives rise to
the cynical conclusion that the public schools and grammar
schools exist to provide the nation ,with its leaders, who can
then form a self-perpetuating oligarchy by preserving our
present social pattern, whereas the 70% of scnool-children who
enter secondary modern schools are mere hewers of wood and
drawers Of water. In consequence, the social distinctions in our
society are maintained by our approach to education.

The most desirable way of destroying this educational
stratification is through the fully comprehensive secondary
school. Although within this school the chirdren may~e grouped
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within their classes according to particular abIlities, the basic
idea of segregation is rejected, as the school is an egalitarian
community. The comprehensive school is not only an important
step in the pirocess of breaking down barriers in society, but has
proved to be an educational improvement' as well. It has been
increasingly found that the selective system has resulted in
talented children being rejected as academic failures, and this
is not, merely a fault of the ll-plus, for all methods of selection
must be extremely inaccurate. The validity of intelligence tests
has been disproved; interviews are notoriously unreliable, and
the value of personal assessments of children by their junior-
school teachers obviously depends on the teachers themselves.
In a comprehensive system, however, the countless errors of
relection would disappear, and secondary education could only
benefit as a result.

As for the final criticism that comprehensive schools can
only function in soul-destroying masses of 2,000 pupils, this has
been disproved in reality. Comprehensive schools operate
succ8:ssfully in sizes of from 300 to 1,500 pupils, and they have
proved their worth by their perfOrIrta.nces at G.C.E. "0" and

"A" levels (an average of some 15% of pupIls in comprehensive
schools pas3 five or more" 0" levels, in contrast to the figure
of 10% of pupils in the tripartite system). And to decry a school
for its size seems particularly absurd when one remembers that
the larger a school is the greater is the variety of courses it
can offer, and that only a large sixth-form can provide a
sufficiently stimulating intellectual atmosphere to prevent the
mental stagnation of the school's leaders. I am sure that certain
people in this school do not need reminding of the virtues of a
wider syllabus and a larger sixth-form.

The virtues of the fully comprehensive school are undeniable,
and the obvious aim for the government must be to implement
such a system a~ quickly as possible. The cost may be great,
but unless the task is done we' shall find ourselves attempting
to educate our 20th century society according to 19th century
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principles. Britain's educational system today is neither just nor
efficient, but instead helps to perpetuate an unbalanced society
divided by prejudice; we have devised a method Of destroying
these divisions; let us now have the courage to put it into
practice. K. E. SCHIRN.

FIRST REFLECTIONS ON

THE COMING ELECTIONS
THE headlines in this morning's papers proclaiming that the
Prime Minister has at last condescended to name a date for the
General Election, failed utterly to arouse the storm of interest
that they were no doubt meant to. The rather melodramatic
per,formance that Mr. Wilson made, in taking two weeks to
deliver this brainchild was obviously intended to draw rapturous
applause from the Labour Party while at the same time irritate
the Opposition. If this was so, he seems to have failed in both
objectives. The Sociaiists, together with the rest of the country,
no longer find themselves stimulated by Wilson's never-ending
repertoire of theatrical gestures; and the leading Tories remain
as inscrutable as ever. I must admit that since Edward Heath
took command, or rather, was named as Leader, I have never
been quite able to gauge whether the mood of the Conservative
Party is one of complacency or one of apathy. In moments of
morbid depression, British Conservatism takes on the form of
an extinct volcano, with occasional rumblings of ambition issuing
forth from certain parasitic cones clustered around the summit.

BroWising through no less an oracle of Tory opinion than

"The Daily Express", I came across Mr. Heath's first Election
battle-cry, and I will now quote for the benefit of the incredu-
lous: "A better life for frustrated youth H. After a brief struggle
to control a bout of hysterics, I could only reflect what a
crushing blow it must be to that par11cular gentleman that th-e
franchise has not yet been extended to eighteen year olds. I
can imagine how intensely satisfying it would be for him, as he
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watched the solid ranks of Young Conservatives marching behind
the primrose banner on their way to the ballot. However until
that day English youth must remain frustrated. It- is so nice
to know that with so many worthy causes to champion, for
instance; peace in Vietnam, justice in Rhodesia, a balanced
economy, the intrepid Mr. Heath can still spare a thought for
youth.-Thank you, kind sir, we are deeply touched, and desper-
ately wish we could prevent you from losing this election.

The Socialist camp is quietly confident and at this juncture,
with the Elections just over a month away, one can hardly blame
them. Mr. Wilson, instead of juggling with airy phrases con-
cerning the pOlitically important youth of the nation, is getting
down to the real essence of politics and is dealing methodically
with immediate issues. The real advantage that the Socialists
have, is that no-one is in doubt who their leader is. At the
moment Harold Wilson is the Government. However, the
Opposition consists of Messrs. Powell, Macleod, Amery and Heath,
to name but a few, and Socialist M.P's seem to have great fun
guessing who is going to be Opposition leader tomorrow. The
Conservative Party ha,s not been so muddled for well over a
century and no Disraeli is appearing capable of pulling the Party
back out of the mire. Painful as the admission is, Harold Wilson
is the only man cap.able of running the country at the moment,
and his party is going to win this Election by a large majority.

The best hope for the future that I can see for the Tory
Party is that the shock of losing a General Election by seventy
or more seats, as I believe they will, wUl jolt them into resolving
their leadership troubles and force them to put forward a strong
policy that is a real alternative to Socialism. The Conservative
Party is still intact but a strong leader must emerge and" he
must lead and not merely allow the Party to drift along. The
one ray of hope for the future as far as Conservatives are con-
cerned, is that there are far fewer inherent causes of dissension
within their Party than there are within the Labour Party. A
potentially fragmented party is held together by the firm grip
of its leader; a strong party is failing to make any impression
on the nation because it lacks a figurehead. This is the political
situation which faces us at the moment. The coming Labour
victory may bring inevitable defeat in its train for the Socialists,
because a substantial majority is hound to magnify the grlev'ances
of the extreme left over Vietnam and Steel Nationalisatlon.

A. E. JACKSON.
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LYNCEUS HIS COLUMN
A RELIABLE source informed the Briggensian Editors that one
advertiser was not overjoyed to read in the last issue of this
magazine that one should: "Meet your friends at the WIMPEY
BAR", when the correct spelling of that particular delicacy is

" WIMPY". The Editors offer their most profuse apologies and
assure the advertiser concerned that the incorrect spelling was
in no way intended to imply that all snacks and meals served
at that bar are made with bricks. I hope and trust that the
error is corrected in this issue and we shall be able to read:
"Meet your fiends at the Wimpy Bar....

Fashion: Following the emergence of the Cossack hat in
Brigg Grammar School during the winter months it was only
to be exp,ected that the fashions for the new season would be
shown as soon as possible. Cross Country Day provided an
excellent opportunity for the spring and summer outfits to be
paraded in public for the first time. and it was soon apparent
that" character" head wear was agaIn in vogue.- The Cossack
hat (called by some: "The Bulgarian Atrocity") was not in
evidence, but one could not help but notice the jaunty, rather
daring, "Robin Hood" hat. The successful reappearance of this
form of headgear was certainly a feather in the cap of the owner.
The ever popular peaked cap of the" Andy Capp" variety
remains very much" a la mode" among the Brigg Grammar
School trend setters.

The Upp,er Sixth Modern Studies continuous search for
divine guidance has met with little success this term. The usual
source of god-like utterance has confessed that his powers of
intellect are at their best only between the hours of 12 midnight
and 3 a.m., and so the search has turned elsewhere. A moment
of truth and enlightenment did come when our Cambridge
undergraduate admitted that Shakespeare is, after all, quite
good, but generally there has been a dearth of divine utterance.
However, there has ,been one expression of solace and guidance
for those in doubt; a reliable source assures us that:
"Mephistophilis always uses one". Now this might seem a
little vague, although it was deduced that what MephistophUis
does always use is (and again I quote the source): "an oil in
the illegitimate stage". " Hole" can be substituted for" oil "
but even so the reference remains obscure-oracular rather than
Dracular~and 'any suggested interpretation would be welcomed
by Upper Sixth Mods. LYNCEUS.
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Trustee
Savings Bank

*
69 Wrawby Street

BRIGG
Telephone 2130

Ordinary Department
Limit £5,000; Interest 2!%
(tax free up to £15).

*
Special Investment
Department

Limit £3,000; Interest 5%.

*
Withdrawals on Demand

by Cash or by Cheque.

*
Safe Custody Service

Available.

J. CLARK
Newsagent, Stationer, Bookseller.

SCHOOL REQUISITES ALWAYS IN STOCK

Quink and Reeves Drawing Inks in all shades

Books not in stock obtained in shortest possible notice

lIa, Grammar School Road, Brigg.

Recognised as the School Tuckshop



You could be
a leader among men
at the

{ffj Midland......
You could be one oftomorrow's leaders at the Midland-Britain's most
progressive bank. In recent years the Midland has introduced more new
services than any other British bank. Clearly, to maintain that standard we
must have live and enthusiastic men who are capable of becoming equally
live and enthusiastic branch managers and executives.

This doesn't mean you have to be a genius, or anything like one. Indeed,
the young men who join the Midland these days come from grammar
schools, public schools and universities in all parts of the country but
those we choose have two qualities in common. They all have the essential
qualifications of ambition and leadership that will take them to the top.
And in a Midland career you can get to the top more quickly than in
most. Why? Because we are quick to recognise ability, prompt in
rewarding promise, constant in practical training and encouragement.
We want you to get on!

PROSPECTS? The way to the top is open to everyone.
ENCOURAGEMENT? Of apractical kind. Entrants with' A' levelG.C.E. passes
are eligible for 'study leave' to prepare for the Institute of Bankers examinations. If
you show particular promise you will be eligible for the Special Grade-with an
immediate increase in salary and accelerated training.
TRAINING? From the start, and progressively at all stages.
SALARY? A minimum of£2,1 00p.a. as a branch manager (probably while still in
your early thirties) rising to £5,000 p.a. or more according to responsibility.
SECURITY? This may not be important to you now-but it will be later! The
Midland offers completesecurity plus many valuable fringe benefits, including a
non-contributory pension of two-thirds final salary after full service.

Bank

And on the way to all this there is a full and interesting life awaiting
you at the Midland. If you like people, if you want to do something
worth doing, if you are healthy, ambitious and have a good G.C.E. with
'A' levels, you stand an excellent chance of being selected. Interviews
can btlarranged in London or at one of a number of local centres, but please
write first to: )

THESTAFF MANAGER. MIDLAND BANK LIMITED. 27-32. POULTRY, LONDON. E.C.2
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