


CHRISTMAS TERM 1973

THE BRIGGENSIAN

Volume 57 Number 7

THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL' BRIGG

LINCOLNSHIRE



Editorial

Some Reflections from the
VI Form Common Room

And so another 'Briggensian' emerges from the printing press to be greeted
joyously by the vast majority of the slightly soiled and ink-stained devotees
of this particular 'mystic temple'. But wait~ what is this I hear? The voice
of some poor misguided and sadly disillusioned soul: "Ah, nuts!" (Or some-
thing). "Not this again! Why read it? There's never anything in it." Can
this be? Is someone really unimpressed by our efforts? No, of course not.
(How could he be?) He's just playing the knocking game. You've never heard
of it? Surely you have! The idea is~ you go out and find some long estab-
lished tradition or institution, both if you can, a soapbox and an audience; the
latter is very easy to find because just about everybody in the country likes
playing this game and is always ready to hear something being 'knocked'. You
then proceed to stand on your soapbox - which incidentally is more difficult to
find, because many manufacturers insist on packaging their products in those
flimsy cardboard things - and hurl abuse at your particular institution or tra-
ditions, saying how ineffectual, corrupt, wasteful, dull, expensive, stupid
and awkward it is. Your choice of target is vast: you can malign the Govern-
ment (particularly the Government), Alf Ramsay, the Royals, our foreign
policy, the Bank of England, the telly - the list is endless.

There are, however, one or two rules, the main ones being that your target
must always be British, and, of course, you must never on any account offer
any suggestion for improving the state of that which you attack. This would
defeat the entire object of the game, which is to instil apathy, defeatism and
steady decay into our daily life.

As you can see, or at least as I hope you can see, this playing at lemmings is
a rather silly game and just as suicidal. Slowly and surely the knockers are
hauling this country downhill (now how many of you said "How much lower can
it get ?")?

We do have problems, it's true, but the only way to solve them is by construc-
tive criticism and persistent effort~ we can only make them worse by constant
knocking.

A Confirmed Lemming Hater

P. S, To the Briggensian Knocker~ have you offered a contribution this year or
any other year?

2



School Notes
A re-reading of last year's notes prompts one to wonder at how quickly a year
goes by, or alternatively how little gets done in a year.

Humberside admittedly looms larger, particularly after its over-exposure on
Speech Day, but Lindsey's "golden handshake" while still a kindly thought is
hanging fire because of the problem today of getting work done. We have some
fire doors, the necessity of which we accept, but which are an obstacle to our
progress and a hazard to the tall and the short. We have new 'buildings' but not
as yet new accommodation. We have a whited sepulchre which improves Gram-
mar School Road but has not been finished inside. We have a great deal more
rubble and less playing space. However, we must not quibble: all may be well
next year.

The year has seen two significant departures. Mrs. Worth has moved to Berk-
shire where her husband has a new post. Many will remember her with affec-
tion and gratitude. Mrs. Speakman, despite a close knowledge of us as a neigh-
bour, has been brave enough to take her place. Mr. Miles, of whom The Brig-
gensian in recent years is one memorial, has moved to a Comprehensive School
in Sussex. He was not here long, in our terms, but he made his mark and will
be missed. Mr. Cunningham takes over his department and editorship: Mr. G. R.
Price has taken his place on the staff.

Valete and Salvete follow these notes which are now written at a time when one
is most conscious of them. The Briggensian records only a part of the School's
story. Its real history is in the hopes and fears of those who come and in the
memories, achievements and regrets of those who leave. One is mindful parti-
cularly of those who have done their 7 year stretch with no remission, of the
contribution they have made and of how almost imperceptibly year by year, and
yet in a more real sense than builders and architects, they change the face of
Brigg Grammar School.

Valete 1973
Martin Askham
John Baker
Ramesh Bhatt
Maarten Beckers
Michael Bell
Martin Birtwhistle
David Bowers
Richard Bray
Peter Briggs
Peter Britcliffe
Stephen Bullock
Miles Charlesworth
Graham Cox
Andrew Cook

1968-73
1966-73
1972
1966-73
1968-73
1968-73
1968-73
1969-73
1967-73
1966-73
1966-73
1966-73
1967-73
1968-73

Future not known
Huddersfield Polytechnic
Future not known
University College, London: Bio/Chem
Agricultural Engineering - Rycotewood
Change of school
Trainee store-man
Bath University: Pharmacy
Trustee Savings Bank
Grimsby College of Further Education
Manchester Polytechnic: Electronics
Keele University: Maths and Physics
Weightman Bros., Broughton
Marshalls of Gainsborough
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Simon Cooper
Rodney Chapman
Jeffrey Crowther
William Davey
Joyanti Dhokia
Cyril Eaton
Graham Etty
Timothy Fell
Giles Fernandes
John Fernandes
Nigel Foskett
Ambrose Fowler
David Garner
John Gibbons
David Glentworth
Paul Goodwin

Malcolm Hancock
Graham Hainsworth
Michael Hollingsworth
Robert Hunt
Munirali Jamani
Dalip Joshi
William Kain
Lionel Knight
Kevin Lalor

Simon Lawley
David Lawrence
Robert Laws
Brian Lowery
Robert Lee
Richard Malam
James Manning
Frank Mason
Khusdil-Khan Mughal
Zaffar Khan Mughal
Peter Nedoszytko
Narendra Patel
Nigel Pearson
Andrew Reid
Brian Roch'e
Martin Salmon
Nicholas Salmon
Graham Smith
Peter Smith
Nitin Soni
Kenneth Stott
Tadeusz Szklaruk
Geoffrey Waby
Malcolm Watson
Robert Watson
Jonathan Whitwood

1966-73
1968-73
1967-73
1968-73
1972
1968-73
1966-73
1966-73
1972-73
1972-73
1966-73
1966-73
1968-73
1972-73
1968-73
1966-73

1968-73
1968-73
1966-73
1966-73
1972
1972
1971-73
1966-73
1966-73

1969-73
1965-73
1966-73
1972-73
1967-73
1966-73
1968-73
1966-73
1972
1972
1968-73
1972
1972-73
1967-73
1968-73
1968-73
1966-73
1968-73
1966-73
1972
1968-73
1966-73
1968-73
1966-73
1966-73
1966-73

1974 - Social Sciences
Grimsby College of F. E.: Engineering
Grimsby College of F. E.: Catering
Farming
Future not known
North Lind. Tech. College: Catering
Barclays Bank
Tutors for Medicine at University
Future not known
Future not known
Nottingham University: Agriculture
Royal Cullege of Agriculture
Farming
Glasgow University: Architecture
Future not known
1 yr. Regular Army Commission
followed by Southampton University:
Civil Engineering
Farming apprentice
B. S. C. Scunthorpe
Findus Ltd.
Leicester University: Physics
Future not known
Future not known
N. E. London Polytechnic: Art
Surrey University: Catering
Farming followed by Royal

Agricultural College
Future not known
Carnegie College: P. E.
Pharmacy (Aston University?)
P. O. Engineer
Farming
Army
Rose Forgrove, Ltd., Gainsborough
Change of School
Future not known
Future not known
Merchant Navy
Future not known
Change of school
B. S. C. Clerical apprentice
Future not known
Future not known
N. E. London Polytechnic: Graphic design
Farming
N. E. London Polytechnic: Art
Future not known
Future not known
Army
B.S.C.
Nottingham University: Mathematics
Bangor University: Biological Studies
P. E. College
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Ian Wood
Michael Wood
Trevor Wood
Stuart Worgan

Salvete 1973
lA
Baker, R. 1.
Bates, P. M.
Blight, L.
Carnaby, P.
Carotti, D.
Donnison, G. T.
Eaton, W.1.
Fowler, N.
Hare,N.R.
Hewson, H. S.
Horton, C. A.

1 Alpha
Allison, D. P.
Bailey, N. E.
Bartlett, M. T.
Blades, P.D.
Cawkwell, K.
Cook,S.A.
Dixon, C. S.
Firth, R. A.
Gray, J.
Hann, W.
Hebblewhite, M.

2A Sheedy, P.
Turner, N.

2 Alpha Gyte, P.

1966-73
1966- 73
1966-73
1966-73

Manchester University: Physics
Catering Management
Nottingham University: German
Birmingham Polytechnic: Communications

Johnson, M. R.
Jones, M. R.
Kirby, G. D.
Knipe, J. O.
Lawtey, S. J.
Marr, G. D.
Mitchell, B.
Mollett,A.J.
Munnelly, M. J.
Newton, R. W.
Pigott, M. 1.

Higgins, T. J.
Hilton, M.
Huntley, J. S.
Ladlow, P.
Lilley, M. D. L.
Lingard, S. B.
Lofas, P.
Major, A. M.
Melnyk,M.J.
Nillson, M.

3 Alpha Thurston, J.

4A Fryer,P.A.
Robinson, D. C. E.

4 Alpha Colwill, P.

VI (Biology) Makepeace, T. J.

VI (Modern Studies) Johnson, B. R.

VI (Maths and Science) Hutchinson, J. A.
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Podmore, R.
Price, R. J.
Shreeve, P.
Spooner,P.
Stiff, J. A.
Tucker, P. R. G.
Turner, M. J.
Walker, J. N.
Wells, P. R.
Williamson, B.

O'Neill, J. R. D.
Oxberry,N.D.
Ramsay, R. F.
Scott, N. K.
Scruby, I. F.
Smith, C. P.
Taylor, D.
Terry, P.
Towse, P.
West, J. P.



School Officers
Head Prefect: P. A. Spring. Deputy Head prefeel: C. J. Day.

Senate: P.A.Spring, C.J.Day, N. J. Ellis, J. P.Cade, T. W. Noble, M.M. P.Beckers.

COMMON ROOM COMMITTEE: Chairman: I. G. Butler. Members: D.Ashworth,
J. A. Cowling, M. M. P. Beckers, P. M. Bowler, M. E. Proctor, A. V. Cosser.

HOUSE CAPTAINS:
SCHOOL: P.A. Wood
ANCHOLME: N. J. Ellis
SHEFFIELD: M. M. P. Beckers

FOOTBALL CAPTAINS: 1st XI: M. C. Parker. 2nd XI: M. M. P. Beckers.
HOCKEY CAPTAIN: P. A. Spring
TENNIS CAPTAIN: C.J.Day
BADMINTON CAPTAIN: D. L. Huss
SENIOR BASKETBALL: R. W. McFarlane
GOLFING SOCIETY: Chairman: J. P. Cade
DEBATING SOCIETY: Chairman: S. A. Turner
SCHOOL FUND COMMITTEE: Treasurer: L. H. Hargreaves.
LIBRARIANS: N. J. Good, A. D. Instone, J. A. Cowling, I. G. Butler, R. Tomkins,

C. J. Day, S. Wagstaffe, W. Norburn.
JOINT STUDENTS' COUNCIL: Chairman: B. R. Johnson. Members: C. D. Green,

N.M.Dixon.
BRIGGENSIAN COMMITTEE: I. G. Butler, J. A. Cowling, J. P. Cade, M. F. Crew,

D. I. Lischka, T. W. Hay.

YARBOROUGH:
NELTIIORPE:

P. A. Lalgee
P. J. Bradburn

Speech Day - September 28th, 1973
Speech Day was dominated by the fact that it was our last under the authority of
Lindsey County Council Education Committee. The occasion took the form of
a public farewell to Lindsey, and a thoughtful reassessment of the School's past and
future.

Lt. Col. R. S. Nelthorpe, M. B., T. D., D. L., J. P., the Chairman of the Governors,
wryly alluded to the date of the Lindsey jHumberside changeover ~ April 1, 1974.
Then, referring to our guests, H. A. Wick stead, Esq., and D. Hogarth, Esq., Lind-
sey's Senior Education Officer and Chief Administrative Officer respectively, he
remarked how appropriate it was that we should welcome men who reminded us
of our very satisfactory relationship with the County. After commenting on an
academic year in which even the Headmaster's exacting standards had been
achieved, the Chairman thanked the Staff for their efforts, pausing to single out
the contributions of Mr. K. J. Miles and Mrs. Worth for special praise.

In the end, however, it was inevitable that Humberside should occupy Col. Nel-
thorpe's thoughts. With obvious regret he reminded us that some of his col-
leagues on the Board of Governors would not be required to serve under the new
administration; he recognised publicly their contribution. Finally, though ventur-
ing the opinion that Yellowbellies and Tykes constituted an explosive combina-
tion, he exhorted us to approach our future vigorously and always to aim high.

The Headmaster announced that his Report would be a little less introspective
than usual: on behalf of the School he would look outwards to Lindsey and Hum-
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berside. First, he tried to define the character of the Lindsey administration:
he had found efficiency tempered with humanity, and receptiveness to new ideas
moderated by commonsense and responsibility. Our guests exemplified these
qualities, he pointed out.

Looking towards Humberside, the Headmaster predicted a confused and in some
measure frustrating period ahead. Establishing new channels of communication
and forging new relationships with a complex amalgam of officers was going to
be an exacting task; but out duty was plain - to play to the full our part in the new
enterprise.

Moving from our expectations of Humberside to their attitudes to us, the Head-
master reflected that academically they would find us - in a well considered
phrase - 'very acceptable', with a 70% 'A' level success rate (2 Lindsey Senior
Awards) and an average of 6.9 '0' level passes per boy, including this year,
David Lischka's prodigious record of eleven grade ones. They would also find
us active in a number of other ways: in sport (witness a very creditable win at
Cranwell, to give but one example): in educational trips and excursions: in clubs
and societies; in charity work. Success in all these ventures was attributable,
in varying measure s. to the boy s' loyalty» the staff's enthusiasm. and profe ssional
help made possible by the Foundation Governors' Fund.

staff movements were recorded: Mr. Stevenson, Heinz Daum. our German assis-
tant, Mr. Miles and Mrs. Worth, the two latter with particular regret.

The final note, however, was optimistic. The School, it was affirmed, could draw
the best from all these involved in it. We would, therefore, hope to make a posi-
tive contribution to Humberside.

Before presenting the prizes, Mr. Wickstead traced the growth of the School
under Lindsey: from 16 pupils in 1905 to 400 in 1973. When he had completed
his account, he invited us to consider how curiously English, in its alliance of
State, family and individual, was the voluntary controlled school - and how doubly
curious that it should have been made to work!

In conclusion, Mr. Wickstead recalled that his Latin, though rusty, still allowed
him to interpret the School motto, "Fortitudine" as "with courage". He left us
with this as a guide to facing the future.

After the prize distribution, Mr. Hogarth, an Old Briggensian, admitted to some
difficulty in pinning down what he had done for B. G. S., but evaluating what B.G.S.
had done for him proved much easier: like many a schoolboy, he had often been
sceptical about the value of much of what he had learned (or left unlearned) but
he had subsequently applied the test of life and found that everything fell into
place.

He ended by enjoining disenchanted or distracted scholars to consider his ex-
perience and to try to give something back to the community which had contri-
buted to their education.

Councillor T. H. Russell proposed the Vote of Thanks, seconded by Philip Spring,
Head Boy, who, having appeared to view the prospect of facing the audience with
some trepidation, proceeded to give one of the most able performances of recent
years: sounding a very bold note, he observed bluntly that Lindsey's loss was
Humberside's gain.

The National Anthem concluded the afternoon's programme.

J. Cunningham
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Prize List
Dr. Edwards' Service Cup
Morris Instrumental Music
Butler Sportsman's Cup
Leaning Head Prefect's

D. J. Lawrence
S. A. Turner
N. Ellis
T .Wood

UPPER SIXTH FORM

The Spilman English
The Wilson French
The Lindsey German
The Sergeant History
The Urry Geography
The Old Briggensians' Mathematics

Physics
Chemistry

The Thumwood Biology
The Brain Mathematics
The Stephenson Science
The Henthorn Prize

S. A. Turner
T. Wood
T . Wood
L. C . W. Knight
S. A. Turner
M. Watson
M. P. Charlesworth
R.A.Bray
M. J. J. Beckers
P. G. Goodwin
T. Szklaruk
A. E. J. Fowler

LOWER SIXTH FORM

Mathematics and Science

Biology
Modern Studies

J. Charlesworth
and M. Scadding
T. W. Noble
M. M. P. Beckers

FIFTH FORM

K. W. Beckers, S. C. Blakey, R. J. Chapman, M. F. Crew, J. G. Crowther, A. J. Dey,
D. E. J. Harness, T. W.A. Hay, A. J.D. Heward, G. H. Jewitt, B. J. Lilley, D. I.
Lisckha, R. W. McFarlane, S. P. Mitchell, G. M. A. Netherwood, M. E. Proctor, P.
Sykes, H. E. Thorpe, P. M. Traviss, J. R. van den Bos, G. R. Waby, A. D. Wareing,
J. F. Wells, A. P. Whalley, P. A. Wood,D. Wright.

FOURTH FORM

P. W. Barker, J. Bowker, A. E. Crew, C. D. Green, G. D. Hackney, P. J. Ibbotson,
G. D. Oliver, C. P. Stanley, M. K. Weaver, N. Wells.

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION PRIZES
(for continuous effort and progress in the first three years)

J.J. Noble, D. L. Nutbrown.

OTHER FORM

3A C. Bradley
2A S. M. Bristow
lA J.P.Ibbotson

PRIZES

3 Alpha
2 Alpha
1 Alpha

S.F.Jury
P.R. Cowling
S. Anderson
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Time to think
By two of our Oxford entrants of 1973

The small group of us who left school in December 1973 were faced with nine
months entirely free before going to University. This would be perhaps the only
time in our lives when we had no exams to study for, no career to consider, and
no family to support; and there were so many different ways we could spend that
time. This is what two of us did: hopefully members of the Sixth Form now con-
sidering their future will find this of benefit.

DAVID BOOTH

The principal commitment of my nine-month spell away from an academic en-
vironment was to be four or five months of voluntary social work. Of the or-
ganisations which arrange such work, Community Service Volunteers (C. S. V.)
offer the best terms: it is a national non-religious (or non-denominational) con-
cern, offering the volunteer a wide spectrum of community projects (including
hospital work; jobs with children, immigrants, the handicapped, young offenders
and old people; and environment improvement). But undoubtedly the most im-
portant point in favour of C. S. V. is that free board and lodging and £3.00 a
week 'pocket money' are provided, which contrasts sharply with those organi-
sations to which the volunteer must contribute, and pay all his expenses, to have
the privilege of working for them without pay.

After applying (a simple form with a photograph and the names of two referees)
C. S. V. pay for the future volunteer to attend an interview at their headquarters
in London, in which a member of staff discusses various projects with him. The
final choice is always an agreed decision between C.S. V.and the volunteer,and,
should this not work out too well, C. S. V. will always transfer him to another
project. Following the interview comes the wait. There are about 1000 volun-
teers a year, and it seemed that they all wanted to start work the same time as
I (early January) - it was October when I applied, December when my interview
took place, and late February before C. S. V. came up with anything.

But these months weren't wasted. After leaving school I had gone straight into
a job with a local firm of potato merchants - loading and unloading sacks of po-
tatoes. This change of emphasis from the mental to the physical constituted the
first experience in a nine months that was based around people and situations,
rather than around culture and places.

Word reached me from C. S. V. - to the deep South I was to speed, even unto
Winchester, and there I was to stay with 19 cunning and devious ex-prisoners
in a 'half-way house' from which they could be rehabilitated into the normal (?)
society which lay outside the front door. And there I sped, armed with two suit-
cases and half an accent, to face - what? As it turned out, all who lived in the
house were human (including the staff). The ex-convicts were all petty offenders,
often coming from broken homes, and many had been in and out of prison or
borstal most of their lives. The trained social workers on the staff tried to help
them break out of this situation and sort out their problems, seldom with any
lasting success. And my work? A lot was of a domestic nature (gardening,
peeling potatoes, washing-up, etc.) and the routine of keeping the house running;
this was shared with the staff. Unlike the staff, I was untrained in social work,
and so the social aspect of my work was limited to listening to the problems of
the men, and talking to them, once I had gained their confidence. After two months
I was 'airlifted' at 20 hours' notice to a similar house in Poole, in the even deeper
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South, because of an emergency staff shortage there. This house was run slightly
differently, and this provided further insight into the work. With the four months
drawing to a close I was only beginning to realise the problems involved.

June heralded my return to Lincolnshire, and within a week my rehabilitation to
to normal society, aided by a driving licence. For the next few weeks the Low
Road alongside the mighty Wolds shook with the sound of a small lorry, carry-
ing precious strawberries from the fertile fields of Ferriby to the great canning
and jam-making concern in Brigg. It was very profitable - for the farmer and
the bosses at Spring's - but I was nowhere near the supertax bracket. However,
it was another different, and, in its own way, rewarding experience. And experi-
ence teaches.

One advantage of dividing this period into a few, widely different situations is
that one particular job or institution is that one particular job or institution is
not allowed to narrow (or colour) the view of life gained in that time. But the
danger of spending nine months or a year away from a theme, a course of
study, is that the mind may not be able to find the enthusiasm that it once had
to return to that academic or career goal. Perhaps the more complete, more
realistic picture of life obtained from such a period no longer makes university
or a career so natural or so logical a step; but perhaps a more realistic outlook
is worth that risk.

PAUL REILLY

Living in Scunthorpe, it was almost inevitable that I should spend the first three
months or so employed as a labourer by the British Steel Corporation. The
work was generally tedious, and often downright boring, yet proved rewarding
in more than one way - financially, since one was working for more than the
pittance often offered to students, and socially, since one came to understand
the nature of working life, and how people cope with it - for example it is only
when one has acquainted oneself with the tedium of a mindless job that one comes
to understand the readiness of those involved to go on strike.

At about the time that David was travelling South, I was moving East, to Mainz
in W. Germany, where for three months I studied at the University. In addition
to attending lectures (I did not lay too much emphasis on study) there were ample
opportunities for meeting people of various nationalities, as well for travel in
Europe. Over the three months I visited many towns in Germany, in France, in
Austria and in the Benelux countries. To round the year off, I worked in a Mainz
department store for two months, an excellent chance to earn some money, to
observe the world-renowned German worker at close quarters (not such a para-
gem of 'Fleiss' as he is made out to be), and to tune into a German dialect. Since
then I have been taking a much-needed rest.

Over the year I have learned or acquired a number of things. I have learned the
pleasures, but also the difficulties, of living away from home, independent of one's
parents - freedom of action, but also the lack of anyone to fall back on. I have
acquired, I hope, a measure of insight into life as a whole, and working life in
particular, thus coming to appreciate more than before the comparative ease of
a student's existence.

But anyone who saw 'The Roads to Freedom' on television will tell you that too
much thinking may not be a good thing. Of the six or seven people I have met
who decided, or were obliged, to spend a pre-university period away from study,
all agreed that they felt a decrease in academic enthusiasm, and a fear that uni-
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versity might not be the right thing for them. This feeling was not, generally,
enough to put people off the idea of study altogether, and is a healthy feeling, in
my opinion, since it prepares the student for, and may help him avoid, possible
later disillusionment.

I hardly need say therefore, in conclusion, that I strongly advise members of the
6th Form to think seriously of interrupting their studies at some stage, and doing
something different.

HOUSE NOTES

Ancholme
Ancholme finished another successful year and managed to retain the Cock House
Cup. The football, athletics, and cricket cups remained ours; a determined effort
brought us second place in the swimming, but with a somewhat lazy effort in the
cross-country we came only third. In this event we had the potential to win the
Cup.

Ahead of us we have a hard year if we are to maintain our high standards. This
can be done in the senior section of the House, for we have a tremendously strong
side, but the juniors will have to strive very hard, because we need wins in both
sections if we are to retain the Cock House trophy.

The success in the House has been due to fine team performances in all of the
sports, but we have also had a number of notable individual results. D. Nutbrown,
T. Hewitt, and B. Cook represented the House and School at.the Lincolnshire
Under-17 cricket trials - all three are going on to train throughout the winter;
D. Bryan was included in the Lincolnshire athletics team; D. Lawrence was in
the Lincolnshire cross-country team; D. Ashworth took part in the Under-19
Football trials; and N. Ellis was picked to play for Lincolnshire Under-19 Cricket
XI.

N. Ellis

Nelthorpe
First of all I should like to welcome all new members of the House and to thank
those who left us last year - especially the retiring House Captain, Kevin Lalor,
for their valuable contribution to the House efforts. I should also like to thank
Mr. Barker for his relentless support at house matches, even though we seem
to have fallen upon harder times.

Unfortunately, I can see little hope of Nelthorpe regaining the Cock House Cup
this year. Ancholme seem to have superseded us as the dominant house, to such
an extent that one could hardly say the re- shuffle of houses added any competi-
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tive spirit to the Cock House Cup. However, it is my wish, even though it would
be nothing far short of a miracle to win this year, that Nelthorpe House should
continue to show a team spirit which has been such a great characteristic of
the House, and even if we cannot win there is no reason why we should not come
second.

Last year's results in sport were rather varied. We put on a good display in
the senior teams in football, and a great deal of effort was put into orienteering
and cricket, yet unfortunately we showed little enthusiasm when it came to swim-
ming and athletics. The juniors have shown no lack of effort, and their achieve-
ments, even though not outstanding, are nevertheless commendable.

I hope this year that we can prove that we are 'Cock House' in spirit even though
we may lack the numbers to take the Cup in reality.

School House
It hardly seems a year since we were here last, and during those passing months
a lot has happened. Many familiar faces have disappeared and have been re-
placed by new and eager ones. We have returned to a more traditional form of
organisation with the Headmaster once again taking the reins of the House.

Numerous activities have been pursued by members of the House. During the
summer months the School field -has been used as a golf course and has also
been the scene for a game unique to the House - podex (a cross between base-
ball and continuous cricket). As summer, with its revising, sunbathing and swim-
ming, come to a close, football, both on the field and in the gym, again become
popular. Other winter activities are chess and pirates.

Once again there have been many outside events organised for the House, and
these have been greatly appreciated. It is not surprising that a lot of organisa-
tion and hard work goes into making the House the busy place it is, and we would
like to thank all the House staff for all the spare time they give up and hope they
gain as much enjoyment from their labours as we do.

Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson have taken up residence in Leeds after joining us for a
year while Mr. Adams was studying at Hull University,and we would all like to
thank them for their contribution over the past year. Mr. Stevenson has been
replaced by Mr. Price, who has already taken a keen interest in many of the
House activities.

As always the School sports have been energetically competed for, and with a
fair degree of success. We obtained first position in cross-country and swim-
ming, and we came second in athletics, but in cricket and football we did not do
quite as well, ending up further down the order. This year, however, with a pro-
mising first year, we hope for even more success.

P.A.Wood
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Sheffield
The members of Sheffield House once more pulled their weight in the inter-
house competitions. Over the last few years, the house has seen a major change,
namely the disappearance of outstanding individuals counterbalanced by an im-
provement of teams as a whole. Instead of talent being packed into a few boys,
it is now more widely scattered, with the result that in the competitions involving
teams, the football and cricket, the House has done fairly well, while in sports
for individuals (athletics, swimming), we have done less well. In the latter two,
competitors representing the House were gaining third, fourth, and a few second
places, while first places were rare, especially in the senior section, whereas
defeats in football and cricket have not been at all disgraceful, and victories have
been, if not overwhelming, certainly respectable (like the one-wicket victory over
Nelthorpe with 3 deliveries to go before the end of the overs). The Juniors'per-
formances were very encouraging, and there are indications that during the next
few years, Sheffield will once more become the force it was a decade ago.

My special thanks to N.L. Fisher, who took care of the cricket ably, and to Mr.
Jackson, always an interested and helpful housemaster, and an inspiring support-
er on touch lines and boundaries.

M. Beckers (house captain)

Yarborough

We are sorry to say that once again this year Yarborough House has failed to
make its mark on the games field. With only one regular first team member,
the senior football team was not very successful, although we tried. It was a
similar story in the cricket matches. The juniors, in general, fared a little bet-
ter, and we have hopes of producing a reasonable football team this year. We
have retained our reputation for bad swimming and good cross-country running,
with a fine team effort to come second in the latter.

In a way there is an excuse for our results in that we have not had much natural
talent in the past few years, and though we are not short of numbers, our mem-
bers are widely scattered west of Brigg and this makes attendances at house
practices a formidable problem.

The main problem, though, is that the team lacks the drive to attain the sporting
prowess of our rival houses. But if we are to improve the situation we must
not leave the fate of the team in the hands of a few loyal members.

So, Yarborough, if we are to improve we must fight back to our feet as a team.
Much of this depends on the junior teams, which we hope will form a strong
backbone to the House in the next three years. In the future we must set our-
selves a higher standard and inject some pride into the house. All we need is
some hard teamwork and a little luck to stage a revival. After all we can only
get better.

P. Lalgee and P. Togher
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A Confidential Word about Ticks
This year the Briggensian proudly presents the ubiquitous tic(k). This delight-
ful little parasite disports itself gaily throughout our pages, brightening even
the Stygian gloom of our 2nd XI soccer results. We hope you will approve.

We acknowledge the invaluable help of the Staff, who compiled this collection of
diminutive heroes, and especially to Mr. J. M. Jefferson, who with his dextrous
pen brought our ideas to life.

JL

PV,., L IS - TIC,.
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Football

SPORT

1 ST XI

So far we have played four matches with moderate success. I think the team
can expect better results later in the season, because at present we have not
yet established a regular side because of several injuries. Many of our younger
members have played well and should be given all credit. It is now that they
should gain experience for future years.

15th September: Caistor (H) 8-0
On an almost perfect playing surface the team ran riot against a side which was
lacking in all departments. Midfield and attack, playing splendidly, put us into a
comfortable 4-0 half-time lead. Then 4 goals in four minutes put the score at
8-0, a rather shortened second half saving the opponents from even further dis-
grace. Scorers:- Wainwright 5, Ashworth 2, Sykes 1.

22nd September: Louth (A) 1-1
With a weakened side we took the lead through an early scrappy goal, but had it
not been for some splendid saves from the Louth keeper it could have been more.
After the interval Louth scored a somewhat controversial goal. The game swung
again and we retained control until the final whistle. Scorer: Proctor 1.

29th September: Barton (A) 3-2

In appalling conditions, we started with some tight and creative football coming
from the midfield. A defensive mistake gave Barton a 1-0 lead at half time. Be-
fore we knew it we were three down, and the game was being spoiled bynumerous
fouls. With a lot of determination we fought back, pulling back the deficit to one.
Scorers: Wells 1, Stocks 1.

3rd October: Boston (A) 2-2
Against one of the best sides in the County, we found ourselves two-nil down,
but a quick reply made the score two one at half time. Following the interval
the Boston goal was put under heavy pressure, but no goal resulted. The remain-
der of the game was even, a breakaway goal tying the scores. Scorer Ashworth
2.

School Squad: Netherwood, Kirkby, Parker (Capt), Ellis, Sykes, Van Hoffelen,
Miller, Ashworth, Wainwright, Proctor, Shaw, Stocks.

In conclusion we must acknowledge our debt to our groundsman for his careful
grooming of our pitches.
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2ND XI

After a very encouraging start to the season (unbeaten in the first four or five
games) the 2nd team were rather unlucky not to win as many games as it might
have done, mainly due to the lack of a regular side throughout the season.

With the promotion of Donald Ashworth and Peter Wainwright to the 1st team,
our attack lost its main drive and sharpness, and the team failed to score the
number of goals which would have done our effort justice, although David Bryan
proved himself an able deputy in attack. Throughout the season, the Second XI
played well against the big schools, which are able to field strong sides, losing
by the odd goal or two, while against the weaker schools, the team tended to take
a win for granted, not scoring as many goals as it might have done. In nearly
all games, the match was won in the first half, or lost in the second half, point-
ing to a slackening of play in the second half, indicating a lack of fitness in the
players and the need of more training. This was particularly evident against
the really keen schools, like Boston, who, the half-time score standing at 1-1,
scored 4 goals in the last half-hour to our 1, our defence having tired prema-
turely under constant pressure, a recurring phenomenon during the season.

With the present fourth and fifth year producing some useful players, one can
look to the future a little more optimistically, as the interest in School football,
after a slight decline, is now again rising. I would like to thank all players who
supported the second team, for giving up a Saturday afternoon to play: for to
playa hard game for one's school is very commendable, and no joke; and it is
something some people wrongly take for granted.

M. Beckers
(2nd team captain 72/73 season)

UNDER-14

I think I must start by thanking Mr. Cunningham, for giving up his Monday even-
ings as well as Saturdays for the team and its success.

We have played three matches so far this season: the first a home win against
Caistor (6-2); the second an away win against Bartin (5-3); and our latest a re-
sounding defeat at home (0- 8) though we missed our goalkeeper, Andrew Booth,
who, after making a brave save, had to retire in the early minutes with a badly
bruised arm. On the whole, though, I would say we have started the season well.
Our eleven goals were scored by Brian Cook (6); William Dowse (1); Anthony
Parrott (2); David Harris (1); and Graham Wainwright (1).

The regular team: J. Harris (Capt.), B. Cook (Vice Capt.), A. Parrott, D. Dowse,
A. Parrott, D. Harris, D. Bowers, A. Booth, S. Moore, D. Crew, G. Wainwright.
Other players: R. MacKintosh, R. Grayson, M. Bunyan, N. Harrison, 1. Marriott,
M. Cochrane and J. Thurston.
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Cricket

1ST XI

A highly successful cricket season ended with the School 1st XI involved in our
first cricket week. It was a very successful venture which was enjoyed by all
who took part. At the end of the competition we had won one match, lost one and
drawn two.

The team won convincingly all eight matches played against other schools. In
our now regular visit to Louth in their cricket week we lost our 100% record
by being defeated in a very tightly fought game.

The team was led admirably by J. Whitwood, his organisation and captaincy being
faultless. The work he also did in his own time, by preparing the wickets for
each match, is something which deserves praise.

Three members of the 1st XI, P. Sykes, G. Smith, and N. Ellis, were chosen to
attend the Lincolnshire U. 19 nets and also the Trials, N. Ellis being selected
for the team.

N.J. Ellis

The Captain's Comment

I would like to take this opportunity to convey my personal thanks to Mr. Longden,
Mr. Brittain, Mr. Allcock and other members of Staff who helped with umpiring
and took a great interest in all the games; Mr. Beedham for his help with wicket
preparation and P. A. Smith for scoring; the members of the Parents I Association
and several other members of the fairer sex who regularly attended matches
for preparing the teas; and finally to the Headmaster, and Mr. Longden and Mr.
Brittain again, for presenting me with a cap which will always remind me of the
great enjoyment cricket at Brigg Grammar has given me.

It would be difficult to single out members of the team, as everyone performed
so well. There are many promising players in the School, no one more so than
Paul Sykes, who I am sure has a great cricket future ahead of him. The School
should have a number of successful seasons to come.

J. R. Whitwood
(1st XI Ca'Jhin 1973)
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SECOND XI

Statistically speaking, the 1973 cricket season for B. G. S. Second XI could be
described as "average", since we played six matches, won three and lost three.
I have no doubt, however, that all who played in the team would describe it as a
resounding success, since the purpose of the Second XI is to provide for those
boys who, although not skilled enough to play for the First XI, would like to play
competitive cricket, and enjoy themselves in the process. This we all certainly
did, although that does not mean that we did not do our utmost ~ within the laws
of the game - to win, for every player was determined to do his best.

Our first match,against Barton at home, saw us win comfortably, thanks greatly
to a fine spell of bowling by W. Davey, but unfortunately Wintringham continued
their successful season the following Saturday when we visited Grimsby. Still,
the tea they provided was excellent, and the team came back in favour of co-ed
schools ( a fact on which I shall not begin to elaborate).

The tables were again turned at Lincoln in our next match, when we dismissed
the opposition for 27 runs and, thanks mainly to D. Huss and N. Fisher, passed
that total before tea. It was decided to playa "friendly" game after tea, and it
was at this stage that Lincoln produced their secret weapons in the form of a
filling tea and a lithe, blonde female spectator. These seemed to inspire Lin-
coln to greater efforts, but made the Brigg boys play with knees of jelly and sto-
machs of lead; anyway, we lost a good-humoured game by three wickets.

In our next match we defeated a John Leggott LVI team by 8 wickets on a pitch
resembling a wet sponge, which the boys from "Sunny Scunny" obviously found
difficult to adapt to.

Following this, Mr Longden's XI defeated us by 50 runs, but N. L. Fisher bowled
very well and was the envy of the whole team when he flattened the opposing cap-
tain's off-stump. Sadly for us, however, Mr Longden came back to the Staff
Match and made up for his previous lapse by scoring numerous sixes, and Mr
Cunningham, when it came to the Staff's turn to bowl, proved to have a far from
innocent googly.

Throughout the season team spirit and individual behaviour were excellent, while
the cricket was often of a surprisingly high standard for a school Second XI. It
was certainly a pleasure for me to lead the team, and I would like to thank all
who played in the matches, and especially N. Fisher, who, besides being our most
successful batsman and a very able wicket-keeper, was an exceptionally con-
scientious vice-captain.

Simon Turner

UNDER-13

This year our Under-.13 team played only two matches, after our only other fix-
ture was postponed because of a waterlogged pitch. In both matches we were
captained by Brian Cook.

The first match was away to Wintringham. We lost the toss and the opposing
captain chose to bat. We managed to bowl them out for a score of 69, our wicket-
keeper, Jim Harris, taking some fine catches. Then, however, becoming compla-
cent at this apparently easy target, we failed miserably, being dismissed for only
48.
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In our second match, against De Aston School, we did much better by winning the
toss and electing to bat - a good decision, as it turned out. We batted well, reach-
ing 86 for 5, with our Captain scoring 54 not out. De Aston began with a compe-
titive batting rate, but then bowling by David Harris and Raymond Mackintosh
prevented them from reaching our total.

In conclusion, then, although we had only these two matches, it would be true to
say that we had a mixed season!

The following boys represented the School:

B. Cook, D. Harris, J. Harris, R. Millson, D. Crew, P. Bowers, P. Agnew, A.
Booth, V. Coultan, R. Mackintosh, R. Macfarlane, A. Willey.

Brian Cook and David Harris

Basketball

~~
,

The 1972/73 season must be recorded as one of the best ever for the school.
Some details of actual results are given in the individual team sections and it
is sufficient here to say that they are quite exceptional.

It always pleases me to see the players enjoy the games, and generally speak-
ing they do - but to be successful as well really puts the cream on the cake.

Whilst the efforts are team efforts, we ought to record and congratulate Andrew
Netherwood and Mike Weaver, not only on their election, with others, for the
District team, but also on their appointment as captains of the Under 16 and
Under 15 sides respectively.

The expensive decision of each team to purchase vests has been both necessary
and highly successful. It has added to the game, making it easier for both player
and official to see exactly who is who.

A hard season is ahead. All the locals will want to beat the previous champions.
Perhaps we shall have to give even more time to the practice of the skills and
arts of the game to remain supreme at the end of the season.

To those who have been responsible for organising the various teams, many
thanks. It makes a big difference to me not to have to chase round looking for
players.

J. E. Moore
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SIXTH FORM BASKETBALL NOTES

The first thing to say is that we have enjoyed our basketball. At the beginning
of the season, enthusiasm for the game in the Sixth Form was underestimated,
and consequently last year's 'A' and 'B' teams were amalgamated for this sea-
son. However, we found ourselves with fifteen players on the books and prob-
ably more enthusiasm than for a long time.

We played a total of sixteen games against teams as exciting as Lincoln Pan-
thers; as pretty as Sports Hall Ladies; as virtuous as Saints 'B '; and as long-
armed as Scunthorpe Police. We also entered a team in a one-day Knockout
Competition at West Common Sports Hall in Scunthorpe. The team did extreme-
ly well to win the trophy for the losers' final, against tough opposition.

In the Scunthorpe and District League we finished in the lower part of the Second
Division, but the team never played really badly, and the number of games we
lost by only one or two points was quite incredible. In the Cup we lost to a First
Division side in the first round by one point. Sometimes during the games, the
team would seem to 'click' and some excellent moves would be made; but we
never could get our number 17 to pass back. We always looked a formidable
side, however, with our new maroon and black singlets. Dare I say it, we must
have been one of the smartest teams in the League.

This season the team was able to rely less heavily on Mr. Moore as we could
transport ourselves to and from away matches. We are now very thankful to
him for two things which were taken for granted before. Firstly, arranging the
games for us, and, most important of all, introducing us to the game. Those of
us who are leaving appreciate this now and we all intend to keep active in the
game if possible, because we enjoy our basketball and that's what it's all about.

R. W. Watson

U /16 BASKETBALL NOTE S

The 1972/73 season was a most successful one for the team as we won the League
Championship and were only just knocked out in the Cup in the very exciting
hard-fought match against our old rivals, Riddings.

Our results in chronological order were:-

Friendly V B. G. S. Won 31-29
League V Brumby Won 42-14
League V Fred Gough Won 27-12
Cup V Foxhills Won 52-24
Cup V Riddings Lost 43-52
League V St. Bede's Won 34-24
League V Riddings Won 64-36
League V Foxhills Won 60-27
Friendly V B. G. S. U. 15 Won 40- 35
Friendly V Brigg Secondary Won 36-10

During much of the early part of the season we were struggling to find our form
and our victories were only due to the poor standard of the other teams. The
turning point in the season came during the St. Bede 's match, when we suddenly
pulled together and played some brilliant team .basketball to thrash Riddings
and Foxhill in the league.
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I would like to thank all of the team for their support and eagerness (they even
turned out in a blizzard) and general will to win.

The teams are: Ross McFarlane, Jon Wells, Andy Dey, Martin 'Bimbo' Bert-
whistle, Paul 'Drive a train through his legs' Sykes and Andrew Netherwood,
who attempted to keep this merry bunch in some kind of order.

We were fortunate to have four members of the team selected to play for the
Scunthorpe and District side which was to play two ill-fated games against a
Grimsby and District side. The four were: Ross McFarlane, Jon Wells, Paul
Sykes and Andrew Netherwood.

I would on behalf of the team like to thank Mr. Moore for his wisecracks, advice
and things he shouted at us from the touchline, and most of all for doggedly pro-
viding transport (even in a blizzard).

R. W. McFarlane

UNDER 15 BASKET BALL NOTES

The under 15 basketball team's first season was satisfying. The team played
in three tournaments: the Scunthorpe League, the Scunthorpe 'Knock-out' Trophy
and the East Midlands Schools' Competition.

There were altogether 13 players on the squad, and this imposed restrictions on
the quality of team work - the basis of good basketball - which we were able to
produce in the initial matches of the season. However, towards the end of the
season this problem has gradually overcome.

In the league, in which we played and won seven matches, our only close match
was against Frederick Gough: we just beat them 34-33. But the 'Knock-out' Com-
petition was ours from the start, and any doubts as to whether we should have
beaten Fredrick Gough in the league match were dismissed when we confidently
'stepped' on them 36-27. The East Midlands Competition was, I regret to report,
a failure from the start. We just managed to win our first round match, but were
beaten - or should I say pounded - in the semi-final 30-56. This defeat can be
partly attributed to our poor play, but I must also recognise the superiority of
our opponents.

As a whole the season was a success - we won 11 of our 12 matches and three
members were selected to represent the Scunthorpe Under 15 team.

Turning to next year, I look forward to similar success.

M.W.

Our cover photograph depicts the Under 15 squad with the Scunthorpe League
Trophy.

Left to right they are T. C. Shaw, M. Sidebotham, W. G. Whytock, 1. P. Miller, D.
Kirkby, S. J. Graveling, M. K. Weaver, Mr. J. E. Moore, P. J. White, A. J. van Hof-
felen, T. Davey, N. M. Dixon, P. James, K. W. Good.
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Rowing
In early 1971 the sport was non-existent in the School's life, that is almost non-
existent, for hidden in a dark corner in the library lay a hibernating rowing-
master. Then in October it awoke. With a flashing beam and loud 'Ho-ho' it
pounced and dragged seven unsuspecting fools down to its domain in Manley Gar-
dens. Of these seven only two survived the initial weeks. But these two were
in no position to ensnare any more suckers. . . oops, rowers! So rowing master
returned to his dark corner and the two new members enjoyed the fun of rowing.

Then in February 1973, with their new influence as members of the Lower Sixth,
the battle for more idiots reopened. (It is best explained that these two were
boarders, and therefore king pins in School House). With the winter ending and
the summer months ahead something was needed to attract the fools into our
parlour. Then, quite by accident, it was discovered that a National Schools Race
was occurring at Peterborough, the Ball Cup. May 16th was to be our first day
out, if rowers could be found. Well, by April 5th the crews had been blackmailed
into racing, and practice began.

We boasted one Junior and one Senior four. Namely:-
Junior-Cox P. Haworth Senior Cox M. Robinson

Stroke R. Tomkins Stroke A. Nathan
J,Green C.Day
P. Cowling R. Lee
D. R. Garner Bow J. A. CowlingBow

The 'elite' of School House were having a go!

The weekend of the row arrived. The torrential rain which ruined the Senate's
fete proved unlucky for us, too, because on Sunday they opened the sluice gates
at South Ferriby. Undaunted we set off. By 12.30 we had all reached Harlem
Mill Lock and began the run down to South Ferriby. The river was beginning to
empty, and by Brigg was flowing fast. Two miles short of South Ferriby, a halt
was called. The river was flowing much too fast, and the dangers of going into
the Humber too high to go further. Only seven of fifteen starters had reached
this point, the journey from Brigg having taken only an hour, with the current.
At Broughton Bridge the struggle grew worse. Three boats stopped to be towed
on by our rescue launch. 1. Mitchell, J. Wright, J. Reed and P. Haworth relaxed
while the rest continued. Then, three hours after turning round, the survivors
arrived in Brigg.

We had successfully completed 281;4 miles. May the sluice gate operator and
superiors be accursed! The total distance covered that day was about 638 miles.
Not bad considering many of the rowers had never rowed further than a few
miles.

Membership increased. We welcomed A. Colin, R. MacKintosh and C. Reed into
our swelling midst.

The holidays followed, resulting in the loss of R. Lee and D. R. Garner, both of
whom are departing to greener pastures. A. Nathan, one of the first two suckers,
has left School House to become a day boy.

Any fears for the Club's future were dispelled when on the first Sunday back,
four members of School House 'volunteered' to row in the Lincoln-Boston Mara-
thon.
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The crew (Cox: M. Robinson; Stroke: R. Tomkins, J. Green, G. Hackney; Bow: J.
Cowling) had a magnificent day and easily completed the 31 mile course. J.
Brownbridge was not so happy. Having awoken on Sunday looking forward to a
quiet day he had his dreams shattered at breakfast when he was dragged out to
row in a Senior eight. He won 't forget that in a hurry.

We welcome the new first years to the House and are happy to see that we al-
ready have 5 of the 11 in the Rowing Club, namely Bartlett, Horton, Ramsay,
Terry and Taylor.

By the time of publication our regatta and club race results will be known. (Oc-
tober 14) and so will our success in the local Knock Out Competition (October
21). After the winter we are looking forward to entering the Ball Cup and Bos-
ton Marathon again, as well as entering an eight into the Schools Head of the
River Race in late March.

We should like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have assisted us
in the last year, especially Mr. and Mrs. Cowling, Mr. and Mrs. Robinson, Mike
Hookham and David Davies, who have always been there when needed most.

R. Tomkins

~
A G. VA - 1tc.

Swimming Notes

As usual the House Swimming Competition was won by School House by a con-
vincing margin. All three waterman awards went to School House, Ian Mitchell
winning the Junior and Alan Armstrong the Intermediate. The relay races were
well supported at both Junior and Intermediate levels but only three houses en-
tered in the Senior race and the strong School House team romped away to vic-
tory.

It is undoubtedly inevitable that School House should win the Swimming Compe-
titiOll, for they have a tremendous amount of use of the pool. Every evening
during the week the masters on duty take a session of swimming lasting any-
thing up to an hour. At the weekend there are at least two and many time three
swimming sessions per day.

During my first, second and possibly third year a squad of swimmers from the
school would go once a year to R. A. F. Cranwell for swimming competitions.
This has now stopped. The standard of swimming in the school now perhaps
warrants returning to this event, or at least the equivalent event in Humberside.

Well done, School House, yet again, and I hope you win by a better margin next
year.

A. Nathan
Ex. School House member
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Lincolnshire Grammar Schools Athletics
SENIORS

100m Bryan 2nd
200m Lalor 4th
400m Whitewood 3rd
800m Lawrence 1st 2m 7.8 sec.
1500m Lawrence 1st 4m 23.2 sec.
3000m Togher 2nd
100m Hurdles Goodwin 1st 16.4 sec.
2000m S/Chase Togher 2nd
High Jump Bryan 1st 1. 78m (record)
Long jump Bryan 2nd
Triple jump Goodwin 1st 13.09m
Pole vault Lawrence 1st 2.65m
Discus Watson 2nd
Javelin Goodwin 1st 52. 65m (record)
Relay (Watson, Lalor, Goodwin, Bryan) 1st 46. 6 sec.

1st Brigg 90 points; 2nd Wintringham 53 points; 3rd Spalding 45 points (16 com-
peting schools)

1/ THLE - T/G~
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INTERMEDIATES

100m Dunn 4th
800m Smith 5th
1500m Sykes 5th
100m Hurdles Netherwood 1st 15.3 sec.
Long Jump Robinson 3rd
Triple jump Weaver 3rd
Pole vault Van Hoffelen 2nd
Discus Jewitt 2nd
Shot Jewitt 3rd
Javelin Sykes 1st 39. 56m.
Relay (Netherwood, Robinson Dunn, Jewitt) 4th

1st Brigg 47 points, 2nd Wintringham 40 points; 3rd Havelock 34 points (18 com-
peting schools.

JUNIORS

800m Cook 1st 2m 17 sec.
High Jump Brodley 4th
Pole Vault Brown 1st
Relay (Saunders, Cook, Bowker, Brown 4th

1st Lincolp.. City 46 points; 2nd Boston 31 points; 3rd Havelock 30 points; 7th
Brigg 19 points (17 competing schools).

UNDER 13 YEARS

100m Watts 1st 14.1 sec.
High jump Parsons 4th
Relay (Taylor, Eccles, Watts, Grainger) 4th

1st Lincoln City 33 points; 2nd Frederick Gough 21 points; 3rd Brigg 15 points
(17 schools competing).

OVERALL TROPHY

1. Brigg
2. Lincoln City
3. Wintringham

171 points
116 points
106 points

ATHLETICS COLOURS

Full: Lalor, Whitwood, Togher, Netherwood, Robinson, Weaver, Van Hoffelen,
Sykes.

Half: Laws.

A. A. A. STAR AW ARDS

Division Awards
A. P. Goodwin (Victor Ludorum)
B. A. Netherwood
C. P. Robinson

D.
E.
F.

R.Cook
B.Cook
S. Watts

5 STAR AWARDS

Goodwin; Bryan; R. Cook.
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Hockey
1ST XI NOTES

We had a successful season, playing good hockey and maintaining a good team
spirit, and even though we suffered heavy defeats at the hands of Doncaster and
Skegness we enjoyed equally decisive victories over the Old Boys, Lincoln City
School and Adwick.

P
17

W
8

D
1

L
8

F
48

A
47

Two members represented the County, Martin Birtwhistle at U-16 level, and
Philip Spring at U-19 and County A-level.

I would like to wish those who left our ranks this season all the best, as well as
welcoming the newcomers in the side.

It is unfortunate that the School does not possess a playable hockey pitch, and
also that the team loses prospective good players to the football teams. With
them we could have one of the best schoolboy sides in the county.

However, with players of the calibre of Pete Bowler, Jim Ellis, lain Norris and
Chris Day becoming regular players, we can look forward to an even more suc-
cessful season.

I would like to say how much the team appreciate Mr Atkin giving up his own
time, to umpire, coach and travel to all our away matches. Without him there
would be no hockey team in the School.

One small tip to all those taking up, or thinking of taking up hockey: if you can't
get the man, get the ball.

Philip Spring

<.

f,
, ,
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Fencing Notes

This year out gtoup has quite literally been fencing up and down Lincolnshire.
For once, our Club was strong enough to venture out of Brigg.

Mike Weaver, Nick Marris, John Parsons and I formed a team to fightR. A. F.
Cranwell. Using electrical apparatus for the very first time, we fenced against
Cranwell's B Team. We lost honourably against a team with longer arms com-
peting on their own familiar ground. But we didn't leave with ill-feeling: wehad
appreciated tlie constant flow of orange-juice throughout the match, and the even-
ing was crowned with a good supper and a long talk. We look forward to our next
fixture.

There followed a match against Skegness Fencing Club. Although not their top
team, The Skegness B Team, our opponents, had been professionally coached.
This lowered our hopes considerably, and, to make things worse, we were one
person short to make up a team of four. But as usual Mr Lamming, without whom
we would cease to be, came to the rescue and filled out our team ably. We won
the match, by the splendid margin of 13 to 3.

About a month later, we were to fence once more against Skegness, this time
against their A Team. But this time the prospect of renewing friendships re-
lieved our dread of defeat! Once again we received invaluable help: this time
from Mrs Weaver, who very kindly drove us and acted as scorer during the bouts.
The match went to Skegness, and the honours were even.

In recent weeks we have started fencing with sabre as well as with foil; this is
a more violent but equally satisfying form of the sport. But don't think it is a
carefree life, because we run a very methodical organisation! The Keelby con-
tingent (1.e. my sister and I) are now the new secretaries - prospective mem-
bers please note! But I would like to end by thanking our coach, Mr Lamming,
and our Captain, for leading us through the battles of a very energetic year.

Christopher Parkinson

Tennis Notes
Although the team hasn't met with much success this year, it has put on a braver
fight than in the past year - many of the sets went to 6-4, but the final edge just
wasn't there. The Frederick Gough match was won with a rather convincing
61/4-21/2 pts. Let's hope we can see more scores like this next year.
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Doug Kirke, the County coach, paid us two visits, telling us how to "throw 'em
up" and 'where to put 'em'. His coaching proved very useful and we hope to see
him again next season. Our thanks also to our neighbours, who have kindlyallow-
ed us more frequent use of their courts, enabling us to hold practice sessions
at least twice a week. Messrs Atkin and Page continue (as always) to take a
great interest in the team and have managed to start training new recruits for
the '76 team (let's hope we'll have our own courts by then). Many thanks.

With all this renewed interest, the '74 season already looks promising, and may-
be we'll be able to swing those 6- 4 's the other way.

Results: Brigg V Louth (A) 21;2- 61/2
V Fred Gough (A) 61/2-2%
V Winterham (H) 0- 9
V De Aston (H) 21/2-61/2
V Gainsborough (A) 0- 9

Badminton Notes

"Deuce"

After being in existence for only two years, the badminton team had an outstand-
ingly successful season with only 2 schools proving to be our superior in the
season's 13 matches. The team was led by David Lawrence and its full record
was as follows:

Opponents

Sleaford G. S.
Gainsborough G.S.
Gainsborough G. S.
Lincoln City School
Brigg Girls I H.S.
Wintringham G.S.
Frederick Gough CIS
Barton G. S.
Louth G.S.
Brigg H. S.
Skegness G. S.
De Aston G. S.
Clee G.S. (our 2nd team)

Results

Lost
Won
Lost
Won
Won
Drew
Won
Won
Won
Won
Lost
Won
Won

Score

2-7
6-3
4-5
7-2
6-3
2-2
7-1
5-0
7-1
7-2
1-8
8-1
4-3
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The team consisted of members of most of the years. The following have all
played for the team at one time or another:- D. Lawrence (Capt.), D. Huss (Vice-
Capt.), M Crew; A. Instone; A. Fillingham; F. MasonjA. Netherwoodj G. Wabyj M.
Askhamj A. WatsonjK. Newman; J. Cobb: K. Good; A. Van Hoffelen; S. Traviss and
M. Wattam.

Out of the above, those members of the club who deserve a special mention are
A. Watson, who was a member of the England Junior Squad and also the county
Junior Team, and both J. Cobb and M. Wattam, who were members of the County
Junior Squad. The finances of the club have been built up to a very healthy state
due to the efforts of Martyn Crew, the Club Treasurer. Thanks to this and also
to a grant from the School Fund, the Club has bought 3 racquets, a new set of
posts and a new match net. The only thing which causes much regret was the
poor attendance of match players at the practices on Monday nights, especially
after Christmas.

J\...

£ - r I C.

D. L. Huss
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES

The Scout Troop
Since the last Briggensian, the new Scout Hut has been officially opened by Colo-
nel Eccles (one of Brigg's first Scouts). Colonel Eccles also helped greatly to-
wards the cost of the foundations for the hut.

The last year has been an eventful one for the troop. Firstly there was a night
hike on October 13th/14th. This was the first time the troop had tried anything
of this sort. The hike went well and there were no major mishaps, although one
group was questioned by the police. Around the course were several check
points where the Scouts were awarded marks for their Scout knowledge. As last
year's hike was such a success we have planned another for December 7th.

In the Spring a camp for the patrol leader s was held on the troop's camp site at
Twigmoor. Unfortunately for the patrol leaders the weather was very bad, with
hail, ground frost, rain and the coldest night for a long while.

Another camp was held in the summer term. This was also at Twigmoor and for
the whole troop. This camp was more fortunate with the weather.

A number of the troop went with 1st Brigg Scout Troop for a summer camp in
Switzerland at Interlaken. The price and time of this camp meant that we could
not have our annual summer camp. We did, however, manage to go to the Lin-
colnshire Jamboree at the Lincolnshire Show Ground. Two of our Scouts, M.
Neish and C. Farman, built a Scout Car for the Jamboree, which they called 'Oxo'.
Even though the entry figures were low they came in second and were presented
with their prize at the final flagdown of the Jamboree.

With the beginning of another year, there was an unusually large influx of first
years, but they soon dwindled down to eight. These eight raised the number in
the troop to thirty-two, the highest for a few years.

This year is to be 'canoeing year'. We are having a canoe night towards the end
of the Autumn Term, with some Scouts bringing their canoes to talk about them.
During the Christmas holidays we are hoping to build two canoes out of fibre
glass. We are trying to organize the next weekend camp at Barton Ponds so that
we can go canoeing. Four rafts have also been built out of tyres and tin cans,
with the canoeing theme in mind. We are hoping to float these on the swimming
pool.

Two years ago a number of Scouts successfully completed a course with St.
John's Brigade and Mr Adams is trying to arrange a similar one. He has also
enquired about the possibility of a course with, the Scunthorpe Fire Station in
order to pass the Fireman's Service badge.

After such a successful year I would like to thank, on behalf of the troop, Mr
Jarvis, the District Commissioner, Mr Adams, Mr Williams, the members ofthe
Troop Committee and all the parents for helping everything to -run so smoothly.

P. J. Ibbotson
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Braithwaite and J. 'Ibbotson cook sausages at olle of tlle Night-Hike's
Checkpoints. (Photo by COllrles)' of the Lines. Times)

Debating Society

The 1972-3 season of debates saw a pleasing revival in the fortunes of the Gram-
mar School Debating Society, both in terms of the size of the audiences who came
to listen to us, and in the results of the debates.

The season began with a "friendly" debate against De Aston School at Market
Rasen. De Aston's team had had several years of debating experience together,
whilst our own, consisting of R. Watson, S. Worgan and S. Turner, had never be-
fore debated as a team. Nevertheless, a sound speech from S. Worgan and a
scathing verbal attack upon the opposition, more in the style of a politician than
a scientist, from R. Watson gave Brigg their first success of the year.

Meanwhile, the junior team, consisting of B. Roche, A. Netherwood and M. Crew
inflicted two defeats upon Brigg Girls' High School - no doubt asserting their
masculinity in the face of Billie-Jean King and Women's Lib. The facts of debat-
ing life were then further impressed upon the High School when our senior team
successfully defended the mass media in the quarter-final of the Poirier Cup
Competition.
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In the semi-final of the Competition we were drawn against our arch-enemies,
De Aston, who had beaten Clee Grammar School in their previous debate. The
tie took place at Brigg before a capacity audience, thanks mainly to the Art De-
partment who produced several highly effective posters to publicise the event
and to whom the Debating Society is extremely grateful. It was a debate of an
extremely high standard in which all the speakers distinguished themselves -
the speeches of A. Hoares for De Aston and R. Watson for Brigg being especially
memorable for their wit. The most entertaining episode, however, was a ten
minute speech from the floor which reminded one of a Texas Longhorn: a point
here and a point there, with a lot of bull in the middle. The adjudication, which
could not have been easy, was made in favour of De Aston, but Brigg may be able
to find much consolation in the fact that De Aston comfortably defeated Barton
Grammar School in the final to win the Poirier Cup.

So ended a very enjoyable and by no means undistinguished season of debating
for the B. G. S. Debating Society, who would like to take this opportunity to thank
Mr. Cunningham for his aid in organising the Poirier Cup debates and for his
lectures in the art of debating.

Simon Turner

Junior Debating Society
This was primarily an offshoot of the senior Society introduced"by Mr. Cun-
ningham. He selected and then tackled likely people. The judgement was good
and the six people chosen remained in the society until the end of the school
year. The six were: (Fourth Year) S. Etty, D. Green and G. Dixon; (Third Year)
M. Neish, D. Scott and B. Thorpe.

There were many meetings, and for the most part they settled technical matters,
such as election of officers etc. Towards the end of the year, however, some de-
bates did take place, in which the Third Years, esp. B. Thorpe, had outstanding
successes. It was decided that censorship should not exist and that the monarchy
is not needed. A third debate never happened, due to a Fourth Year who shall
remain nameless, in spite of a gallant substitution by a Third Year, M. Holmes.

All in all it has been a successful and enjoyable year. What has been achieved
will stand future junior debaters in good stead.

We all, especially the three Fourth Years who have left the Society now, look
forward to future debates and wish to express our deepest gratitude to Mr. Cun-
ningham for his patience and fortitude.

S. Etty

Chess Notes

The past 1972-3 season has seen the.flowering of the present chess team,as can
be seen by the results: 8 wins, 3 losses and 2 draws. The predominantly Vth
(now LVIth team) team achieved a sound win over the "old enemy", Wintringham,
who, for the past 5 years, have been the strongest side in the area and the inevi-
table "Waterloo" of our team in the "Sunday Times" national competition. Hope-
fully the result will be repeated this season.
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RESULTS

Date Opponents Results Score
16.9.72 Louth G. S. W 5-1
23.9.72 Carres G. S. L 31/2-21/2
2.12.72 Lincoln City S. W 5-1
14.10.72 Wintringham C. S. L 31/2 - 21/z
26. 1. 73 John Leggott College W 4-2
27.2.73 Wintringham C. S. W 4-2
10.3.73 Barton G. S. D 3-3
23.3.73 Louth G. S. W 41/2-11/2
24.3.73 John Leggott College D 3-3
26.3.73 Brigg Secondary W 91/2-21/2
5.4.73 DeAston G. S. W 31/2-21/2

Sunday Times

30.9.72 DeAston G. S. W 41/2 -11/2
2.11. 72 Lincoln G. S. L 41/2 -11/2
22.9.73 Louth G. S. W 51;2-1/2
29.9.73 Barton G. S. W 5-1
5.10.73 Boston G. S. W 4-0

The fixture list has exploded over the past year, with matches being played
against teams from Barton, Boston, De Aston, John Leggott and Louth for the
first time. These matches have kept our team in good form, and creditable per-
formances have been made, especially by John Hutchison, a new arrival and a
strong county-level player. The team is the best in the last decade and can only
improve with experience.

The School Chess Club has also prospered with many members playing in Room
IT during the dinner hour. Hopefully the body of a new team will emerge from
them when the present team has left.

Late Extra: (An ecstatic Black Knight insisted on this last-minute inclusion -
Ed.)

12.10.73 Wintringham W 41/2-11/2

Concern has been expressed that accounts of these matches are not given as
they are for football matches. In response I present an account of a typical
match which we won.

Wine, Women and Song

play no part in these matches, but they do serve to catch the eye of the casual
Briggensian reader.

The happy, confident Brigg team arrives at the enemy school in a luxury (?)
coach. Invariably the enemy are conspicuous by their absence and it is only
after some twenty minutes that they filter in. The battleground is located and
the armies set out. The toss of a coin decides colour, and, despite protests from
various team members, the match begins.

The inevitable absence of a member of the opposing team provides us with our
first win, after which matters settle down. The click of pawns and pieces punc-
tuates the heavy silence until we emerge, victorious, on one of the lower boards.
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Thirty minutes, forty minutes, one hour - and the results flow in~ a win, a loss
(the pattern is all too common) and the score is 2-1 with the top three boards
still playing.

The initiative is gained, a tempo won, positional finesses crush enemy resist-
ance and another game is won. Soon the match ends and adjudication must settle
two results. The storm now gathers round the disputed positions, the one a draw
from the word go with no original play to break the deadlock, the other resting
on a pawn, the win elusive but clinched by solid argument. Team victory results
and a round win is registered.

This pattern varies little: the lower boards win, and less frequently lose; the
higher boards win, draw, and, in very rare moments, in the heat of the game,
under severe pressure and mental anguish, lost concentration and the game.

As if to illustrate the match above the individual record tells all:

K. Beckers 9/11; D. Lischka 91/2/12; T. Adams 7/11; H. Brears 71/2/13; D. Seed
3/5; M. Mitchell 2/3; A. Dey 3/8; A. Cosset 31/2/11; M. Allison 1/1; N. Allison 1/1;
D. Booth 1/2/1; M. Llewellyn 0/1.

Finally, the chess team thanks Mr. Stinson for all his encouragement and help
in providing transport to and from matches, and all its members for their con-
sistently good results.

Black Knight

Senate Report
The Senate, one of the Grammar School's more democratic institutions, has been
steadily ticking over since last year's report was published in "The Briggen-
sian".

The new Senate was elected at the beginning of the Summer Term and this body
has held seven formal meetings to date. Apart from the day-to-day running of
the prefectorial system, we held our annual charity fund-raising Fete and are
now consorting with our opposite numbers in the High School organising our
Christmas Dinner Dance and the first year's Christmas party.

Although the Fete raffle was a real success, the Fete itself did not make the
money we had hoped. Indeed, without the raffle we would have lost money. The
reason for the Fete's failure was not lack of support, (The Brigg traders were
very generous in donating prizes) nor was it, we like to think, lack of organisa-
tion. Not an hour before the Fete was due to start, all the side shows were set
out in the sun with every indication of a successful day; alas, it was not to be.
lt was the English weather, a very damp July afternoon which forced our be-
draggled Fete, a shadow of its former self, indoors, where a desperate attempt
was made to cut our losses.

The rest of the Senate's business passed without serious incident, but with one
and a half terms of the current regime left to serve, there is no room for com-
placency.

T. W.Noble
Secretary
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Joint Students' Council
Last year's Council made progress both in extending inter- school relationships
and in its work in the outside community.

Concerning the latter, the Council was represented on the Brigg Joint Organisa-
tions Fireworks' Display Committee, the Brigg Road Safety Committee and the
Brigg and District Gateway Club. This year's Council has continued these as-
sociations. Through these channels we assisted in a road safety quiz and the
Gateway Club disco marathon, and organised poster and guy competitions for
the fireworks display. We also offered our aid to the Ugandan Asians and Social
Services Survey.

Our efforts in the field of inter-school relationships ranged from disco-dances
to trips to the Sheffield ice skating rink. We held two dances, one at Christmas
and the other at the end of the Summer Term. The request for more frequent
such occasions signifies their success, and I am sure we will soon have the sub-
ject on our agenda. However they require a deal of time and effort and this,
prevents them becoming too frequent. Skating proved to be popular. More trips
are planned to meet the demand. Our other efforts included chess and rounders,
both of which were successful and seemed to be enjoyed by all who participated.

The Council was notable for the strong, independent-minded individuals in its
ranks and the way in which they came together as one body. At this point on
the behalf of that Council I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Chair-
man, Christopher Day, who with his invaluable work and friendly advice was
the cornerstone of the group. Our thanks are also owed to Mr. Williams, who
acting as the Head Teachers' representative, was always willing to offer sound
advice.

As you may have noticed the Council has changed its title from Joint Schools
Council to Joint Students' Council. It is hoped that this has introduced a more
personal note.

This year's Council has made a promising start, proving to be a lively, enthusi-
astic group, and several strong willed characters are emerging. The new coun-
cillors' enthusiasm is very much appreciated on my part, as my job has been made
considerably easier. I am sure that with the late Council's achievements behind
us we will be able to stride forward with confidence. We hope to explore newfields
in inter-school activities as well as to exploit those already established. If you
have any ideas for future events I am sure the School's representatives - Neil
Dixon and David Green - or myself will be delighted to hear them. Our meetings
are open to observers, and a copy of the minutes can be found on the School no-
tice board. Presently we are engaged in organising ice skating trips, several
of which will be needed to meet the enormous response our enquiries received.
Also, following a suggestion by last year's council, we have appointed from
among our ranks a publicity officer who has established links with the local
press which we hope to continue.

Finally I would like to forward the Council's thanks to the local organisations
and individuals who have done so much in so many ways to help us along, and I
hope our associations with these friends will be continued.

Brian R. Johnson (Chairman)
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The Golfing Society
The Golfing Society finally got under way in October, 1972, due largely to the
enthusiasm and effort of Mr. Jarvis. The first meeting was held on the 11th
October and it was then that the various posts of the Society were filled. The
Chairmanship was ably filled by Peter Britcliffe, and the offices of Treasurer
and Secretary were taken by David Huss and John Cade respectively.

The club membership soon gained momentum and the Society had some 21 play-
ers entered in the first Society competition. This was held on the 20th Novem-
ber, 1972, at Elsham Golf Club, and we again thank them for being so helpful and
generous in allowing the competition to be played on their fine course. Philip
Spring is to be congratulated on his victory, as are Peter Robinson (second) and
Philip Hulley, Martin Birtwhistle, Peter Lacey, Peter Britcliffe and Bill Davey
(all third).

In mid-March, Mr. Jarvis announced that the Society had successfully applied
for membership of the Lincolnshire Golf Association. This has resulted in sever-
al valuable benefits to the society, such as coaching courses for staff and county
competitions.

A second competition was held on April 16th at Holme Hall Golf Club, and this
club, too, must be thanked for the use of their course. Philip Hulley and Paul
Lacey won the competition, with Robert Lee coming third. The help of Messrs.
Longden and Allcock is gratefully acknowledged.

It is pleasing to see that members of. the Society are taking an active part in the
world of golf outside the boundaries of school golf. In the Lincolnshire Schools'
Championship held at Elsham two very commendable results were obtained by
boys of the school. Peter Britclifff won the scratch section, thus becoming the
Lincolnshire Schools I Champion; and Peter Lacey won the handicaps section.
One of the two School teams entered for the team section came third. Our con-
gratulations to all these competitors. One final achievement should be noted,
and this is that Philip Hulley won the Tony Jacklin Trophy at Scunthorpe. This
was a very fine performance by Philip as he has not been playing golf for long
and he was competing against players considerably older than himself.

In looking back over the year, then, we see that it has been a highly successful
opening season for the Society. Let us hope that the present and future mem-
bers of the society can maintain this level of achievement. Finally, our sincere
thanks go to Mr. Jarvis for his invaluable help.

J. Cade

Musical Notes
They said it would all be over by Christmas. What? What else but that musical
phenomenon, the High and Grammar Schools I Joint Orchestra.

Nowhere else has the silent majority beeri felt So much - or heard so little -
for they believe that they should be seen but not heard, a belief that is certainly
not shared by the conductor. In the words of a High School girl after a concert,
in which the silent majority had refused to make any noise, "If Handel were
alive today, he'd turn in his grave".
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"Concerts?" You may well ask. Yes, the High and Grammar Schools' Joint Or-
chestra has actually given 3 concerts, in addition to participating in such ven-
tures as the non-competitive musical festival at Scunthorpe.

Although the Grammar School contingent was never very large, it has recently
been increased by 50°/0 with the addition of a new flautist to its ranks. It is con-
stantly on the look-out for new recruits.

It's not a very polished orchestra, but it is a very happy one. After all, that's
what music is all about, enjoying yourself.

W. A. Mozart

Fishing Club Notes
This year has seen a drastic reduction in the number of Fishing Club members.
Last year, there were 50 members, but this year only 20 applied for member-
ships. It seems to be the older members who have been dropping out since there
is the usual crop of eager first years entering the club.

The season has been good so far. The summer at Scawby Ponds produced fish
of quality rather than quantity. In particular, large catches of bream aroundthr
four pound mark have been caught by Van Hoffelen, White and Adams.

The Grammar School sent a team to the recent junior fishing match between
schools in the area. Unfortunately, our representatives did not win a prize, but
no doubt they made a gallant effort. Our own internal matches will occur on a
more regular basis starting this weekend.

The weed situation at the ponds is relatively good. We have repaired aU the
platforms that required only minor maintenance, but four vandalized platforms
have yet to be rebuilt in the half-term holidays.

The treasury is very healthy, which is always a pleasing state of affairs. Part
of the money will go to provide platform materials, and part will subsidise
matches.

Our thanks, as ever, go to Colonel Nelthorpe for the use of his fishery and to
Mr.Morris for all the help and guidance he gives us.

.

Tight Lines!

Piscator
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VISITS & EXCURSIONS

Paris July 1973
Chaotic scenes on the road to Newhaven! The bus, as it was called when we set
off, chose to grind to an untimely halt on a cold, deserted lay-by 60 miles from
London. The damage, it appeared, was to the port aft wheel; on inspection a large
pile of iron filings, ground off the wheel, made this evident.

A successful attempt by our efficient and tireless staff to seize another bus fol-
lowed. Undaunted by the breakdown, we embarked on a different boat at Folkes-
tone and landed at Boulogne; this was necessary, since we had been held up long
enough to miss our intended boat from Newhaven. We reached Paris, and the
Lycee Janson, without further incident. The Lycte Janson is conveniently posi-
tioned in the centre of the city, near the Eiffel Tower and the Palais de Chaillot.

OVR.. qlJIOE;- , M. J..e.v'';I- ~
PAV&- L L9e-e:
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We never became bored in Paris: going up the Eiffel Tower; floating down the
river Seine; speeding along the Metro; wandering around countless historical
buildings; standing, listening to the endless, informative chatter of the knowledge-
able Monsieur Levy, our French guide; and later recovering by various means
in the Lycee Janson; thence after a typically French dinner, for a pleasant walk
around Paris - usually extending to the Palais de Chaillot and the Eiffel Tower;
the latter looks particularly effective at night, lit up by its multitude of lights.

Les Invalides was visited, containing the majestic tomb of l'Empereur Napoleon.
Another day the Eglise du Sacre Coeur, with its large, tiring stairway up the
steep hill to its entrance and the huge spiralling domes which make up its roof.
Notre Dame is a massive cathedral built on L 'ne de la Cite, an island in the
middle of the River Seine. We even saw a French prison, a very famous one,
known as the Conciergerie. It is famous for its imprisonment of Marie-Antoin-
ette. The oldest stained glass in Paris is contained in a fragile looking church
called the Sainte Chapelle. The windows are very beautiful, and represent in
vivid colours thousands of characters.

The Paris Party

The Palais de Chaillot, with its gardens and fountains, was also visited in the
day; but these fountains looked a lot more effective, to me, at night, when they
were bathed in an ethereal green light. The Royal Palace of Versailles was e~-
tremely impressive, with room after room beautifully decorated with paintings
on the ceilings and walls, and brightly coloured carpets; it was well worth the
bus ride there.

Another building visited by coach was Malmaison, where Josephine, the wife of
Napoleon, lived; this also had a beautifully decorated interior. A bus ride to
Fontainebleau was organised; it was here we saw the monumental curved double
stairway running up to the front door. This was built under the order of Louis
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XIII. We drove to the Place de la Concorde: in the middle of this square (84,000
meters) stands an Egyptian stone obelisk, which has been there for over a cen-
tury. Orly airport was visited. And a tour round Paris enabled us to form a
clearer picture of the place.

Special thanks must be given to the staff who took us, Mr. and Mrs Atkin, Mr.
Walker and Mr. and Mrs. Howitt, because such an enjoyable and carefree stay
would not have been possible without their care and organisation.

M. J. Mitchell

Cosmopolitan Briggensians taking the air by the Arc de Triomphe:
N. W. Marland, H. E. Thorpe, D. I. Lischka, C. Eaton, J. F. Wells

Ski '73
Half-term, Feb/March 1973. After months of administrative preparation and
weeks of physical preparation, including a very short but invaluable visit to the
dry ski-slope in Leeds, 37 members of the Grammar School and High School set
off for Gatwick in anoraks, ski-socks, double pullovers and high spirits. 'i'he
only unplanned part of the arrangements was that the party leader, Mr. D. V.
Adams, was only going as far as the airport, having managed to break his ankle
at Christmas, demonstrating to himself what not to do when meeting soft snow!
With this grim example before us we arrived at Gatwick to find more setbacks,
one of which was that the flight had been delayed and we had a considerable
amount of time to spend sitting around, missing our sleep and getting nowhere.
One might look on this as good practice for things to come, for the art of waiting
is tested to its limits when catching aeroplanes, getting fitted for ski-boots,
getting fitted for skis, all at the end of some 36 hours without sleep.

42



After a pleasant and uneventful flight in a Caledonian BAC 1-11 we touched down
at dawn in Munich, with its inevitable 'Sosse' (the local word for slush). The
coach ride to Mayrhofen was rather disappointing as it snowed nearly all the
way, but the fact that it was snowing at least meant that we should not be dis-
appointed in the purpose of our journey. As we drove up the magnificent Ziller-
tal the snow had stopped and the morning sun was rolling away ~he mists from
the mountains. This was a good omen, for the party was favoured with excep-
tionally good skiing weather all week.

The Hotel Zillertal is situated by the river, below the village, with pine forest
rising to several thousand feet behind it. The rooms were adequate and warm,
some with a balcony, and the food generally satisfying and plentiful. Most of
Sunday afternoon was spent in collecting the various items of equipment, and our
first contact with the slopes was to be on Monday morning. Meanwhile we were
able to familiarise ourselves with the surroundings, and after supper in the even-
ing there was a social evening arranged for the new arrivals in the village.

Transport had been arranged for each morning, to pick us up at the hotel and
tare us to the cable-car station. This necessitated everyone being up on time
and ready to move before 8.30 - a difficult task for some! The party was divided
into those who had skied before and the beginners. The 'experts' went up to the
slopes of the Penken mountain, while the novices assembled at the 'Idiotenhiigel'
or beginners' slopes. From this point on we operated more or less independently
of one another, meeting only at the beginning and end of the day. Conditions were
excellent, and after two sessions on the lower slopes, everyone was up on the
mountain tops, either on the Penken or the Ahorn mountains. The instructors
were first-class teachers and exponents of the art, and nothing was too much
trouble for them. They always kept cheerful and were ready to lend a hand at
any time. Their patience was rewarded, at least, speaking for the beginners,
for by the end of the week we won 3 gold medals,4 silver, and a host of bronze
medals and proficiency badges. Peter Cheetham distinguished himself by doing
the fastest time over the test course.

We had lessons each morning and spent the afternoon practising what we had learnt-
and that was not confined to the art of skiing. We soon found on cable cars, drag-
lifts, etc., that the British idea of good manners got you nowhere. We learnt to
keep our place in the queue using skis, ski-sticks, and, above all, elbows, the most
useful piece of equipment, that the continentals use to their full advantage, -but
then, they start early and are fully experienced at the age of five or six!

There were, too, the casualties, although most of them left it until well on in the
week to put themselves out of action, and only two came home in plaster, neither
seriously damaged.

By five 0 'clock in the evening everyone was down off the mountains and various
activities were arranged for the evenings. Some went skating by floodlight, twice
nearly the whole party went on a toboggan-run, much enjoyed by all, a swimming
party was held one evening, and in addition there were entertainments arranged
by the travel agency. A dance evening in our hotel did not turn out to be very
successful, and would have been a complete flop if we had not more or less taken
over. However, the Tyrolean evening arranged at Zell-am-Ziller, a village lower
down the valley, was a great success. After a fondue supper we were entertained
by a folk-dance group (Schuhplattler) who invited us to join in, and singers of
local folk-songs. The evening continued with dancing until the bus came to pick
us up.
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The problem of the long wait for the bus on the final evening - we had to wait
until 1. 30 a. m. - was solved by some of us, who went to :j. village high up the
valley to a bowling alley, and it turned out to be a very successful evening.

We finally left in a heavy snow-storm, back to the Munich "Sosse". Once more
there were delays before take-off, partly due to the weather, but once we were
above the clouds we had a fine view of the Alps, sticking up through the clouds
in all their splendour.

It was a strange experience to come down to soft green fields over Kent and to
realise that we had seen little but snow for a whole week.

Arran 1973
Again this year Brigg Grammar launched its geographical/geological field trip
to the Isle of Arran, comprising seven Fifth Formers and one Lower Sixth For-
mer, under the intrepid leadership of Messrs Jarvis and Jefferson.

The actual journey to Ardrossan (whence ferries cross to Arran) is memorable
only for the cold, the boredom and a mishap at a self-service station. We arrived
at Ardrossan at four 0 'clock in the morning, after travelling through the night
from Brigg, in good time to catch the early morning ferry to Brodick. The sea
crossing proved uneventful, and as soon as we reached the island we drove to
Whiting Bay Youth Hostel to unload the bus and generally get straightened out.
That afternoon was spent on Kildonan beach inspecting the volcanic dykes and
learning the basic principles of surveying; it was during the afternoon that the
effects of the overnight travelling began to tell and several of the party began
to look and feel sleepy.

The following day was spent at Corrie Shore using our newly-acquired survey-
ing knowledge to compile a map of half a mile of coastline; this shore received
our further attention later in the week when we conducted a basic geological
survey of it.

Another part of the coast visited near Lochranza was a stony beach near to which
is found the unconformity of James Hutton ('The Daddy of British Geology').

The highlight of the trip was, however 'The Ascent of Cir Mhor'. This notable
conquest took place upon July 7th. The previous day we had carried out a sur-
vey on the steep sides of Glen Rosa (a possible approach to Cir Mhor). July 6th
was also noted for the extreme heat and our first encounter with Arran bog. Bog
was again encountered the next day when we set out up Glen Sannox to climb Cir
Mhor. We took the minibus as near as possible but still a sizeable walk was
necessary to reach the mountain; our path gradually disappeared into the areas
of bog but we eventually came out of this and onto huge granite slabs which mark-
ed a watercourse. We followed the stream until it became too steep to follow, our
only loss being a precious jar of coffee, which, seemingly the victim of a polte-
geist manifestation, parted company with one of the rucksacks to smash in the
stream. Just as we left the stream we spotted a small herd of deer, our first
sighting of any wildlife, apart from the sheep. By now cries of 'I can't go on'
were heard to be emitted from the tail of the party, so it was decided that this
would be an opportune moment to stop for dinner. After food, hot water, milk
and sugar we set out, our packs lightened and our inner selves considerably re-
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freshed, on what was generally agreed to be one of the worst stages of the climb

- a steep scree slope. After we reached the top of this the remaining trek to
the summit was comparatively easy. At the summit we were surprised to find
it densely populated by fellow hill walkers, but after their departure there was
sufficient room for group photos to be taken. The descent proved harder than
had been anticipated. Eventually, by following dubious routes down rock slabs,
scree and water courses, we again reached flat ground without suffering physi-
cal injury. The march back to the bus did not seem so long or so strenuous as
the outward journey and thanks to some excellent driving by Mr. Jefferson (a
feature of the trip) we even managed to reach the shops before they closed and
left us without provisions.

The rest of the week was spent in less arduous activity, but was equally enjoy-
able and interesting. The weather was, for Arran, excellent, as was the whole
mood of the trip, the balance between work and pleasure being perfect.

It only remains for me to thank Mr. Jarvis and Mr. Jefferson for arranging the
trip in the way they did and to say how much the entire party enjoyed themselves.
I think anyone who went on the trip would recommend it to anyone else, whether
they be geographers, geologists, hill walkers or just outdoor types, as an ex-
tremely interesting and enjoyable trip.

Martyn Crew

Science for Sixth Formers -
Horncastle Residential College

Sunday the 23rd September found two carloads of Upper Sixth heading for Horn-
castle, and a taste of an alternative form of education, lasting until Tuesday af-
ternoon. The College is a mixture of old and new, the residential blocks being
converted from an ex-orphanage, whilst the College itself is purpose-built. On
checking in most students discoverer that they have a comfortable single room
(there are a few double rooms), and the freedom of their particular block, includ-
ing a sitting room, some with either T. V. or record player provided, reading/
working room, and a kitchen where hot drinks can be prepared as required. The
newer block of buildings on the site includes a lecture theatre and canteen/dining
hall. Needless to say, the food was excellent.

The forty to fifty sixth formers present all came together for the first time for
dinner that night, followed by the first of eight very varied lectures. The lectures
were well chosen, so as to provide something of interest for everybody; and, as
an addition to our programme, we were invited to attend the opening of the first
astronomical observatory in Lincolnshire.

An excellent time was had by all, and we would not hesitate in recommending
future courses to boys given the opportunity of attending, assuming B. G. S. is
still eligible to attend, once we join Humberside. We were: Pete Bowler, Dave
Bryan, Chris Bunyan, John Cowling, Dave HUBS and Mr. Longden (to whom we owe
our thanks).
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THE TRIP TO LAUGHTON FOREST 1973

Laughton Forest here we come:
First year pupils on our way.
Searching for the joys of nature -
Wasn't it a happy day?

Gaily dressed in fine array,
Laden down with drink and food,
Leaping on the faithful School Bus,
In a wild and joyful mood.

When we got to Laughton Forest,
All our bags of crisps were ate*
So we turned our thoughts to finding
Specimens too rare to get.

~ ~~.

2Pa]
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Butterflies we saw, and fungi.
Fir cones thrown were very hard!
Taken on this trip we were
By Allcock, J., and Appleyard.

Homeward came the weary travellers,
Gasping for the cold ice cream,
The trip we had to Laughton Forest,
Was a very happy dream.

John Ibbotson

* Old English Poetic Licence
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The Horncastle Sixth-Form Conference
From the tenth to the twelfth of July we were given the opportunity of attending
a special course at the Horncastle Residential College. This was a joint venture
with the High School. The idea was to give people a greater insight into sixth-
form work, and really make us think deeply about what we were letting ourselves
in for!

We arrived at the college at about half past three and went to inspect our rooms.
They really were pleasant, although the hardness of the beds aroused some criti-
cism.

After our evening meal we had a lecture by Mr. Bailey. This was preceded by
administration in the hall.

On the morning of the second day we had lectures from Mr. Pimlott on the sci-
ence side and Mr. Ingram for the arts. After this we split up into discussion
groups and talked over what we had heard. I thought that this was one of the
most valuable parts of the conference.

In the afternoon we had an introductory talk on general studies by Mr. W. R.
Cartledge and t!J.en were given the choice of studying: music, local history,
drama, environmental studies, or how the social service works. Unfortunately,
from this selection we were obliged to choose two alone for our afternoon's
study.

After the evening meal we saw what was billed as "The Film". It turned out to
be 'The Boyfriend' starring 'Twiggy' Hornby. I leave comment on this to the in-
dividual.

On our final morning we had three speakers on further education - Mrs. C.
Wilkinson from Huddersfield Polytechnic, Mr. Alan Daniels on behalf of the
Lindsey Education Authority and lastly Miss C. Cammish representing Hull
University. She provided a most lively and entertaining account of "Living and
Living it up", in a university.

Later in the morning, Mr. Radcliffe spoke to us on careers and was followed by
Mr. S. L. Josephs, who told us about adult education. Our final lecture of the
course was by Mr. Jim Cane from I. C.I.

After lunch we set off back to our respective schools, having acquired much new
information, though some seemed to be more confused than before as to their
future careers. This was probably because all the lecturers were so convincing
in their own particular fields. On the whole, this course seems to have been a
great success.

AndrewD. Wareing, LVI

Outward Bound, Eskdale
The twelth of March, 1973, was a very special day in my life, for it marked the
beginning of four most enjoyable weeks, four weeks which I shall never forget.
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By nightfall, about eighty of us, aged between 16- 20, had arrived at the schoolto
suffer the pains and pleasures which an Outward Bound Course provides. During
the rest of the day we unpacked and did our best to settle in. In the evening we
all signed the school book, which meant we had agreed to certain training condi-
tions, namely that we should not smoke or drink alcohol during the four weeks
of the course, neither of which seemed a formidable task. The next morning we
were all woken at 6.30, much to our disgust, and made to suffer the evils of a
ten second cold shower. But this turned out to be an essential part of the train-
ing, and during the next week we were prepared in every way to participate in
the activities that lay in store for us. Fitness was of major importance, and we
seemed to develop muscles in places where we never even thought we had places.
We also learned the essentials of First Aid and Map Reading, which are vital
for safety in the mountains.

During the next three weeks our fullest expectations were realized. We were
taken up into the mountains beyond the to and fro of normal everyday life, into
one of the most beautiful parts of the British Isles, where we learnt to enjoy
mountain scenery at its best, and respect the elements at their worst. The course
provided a challenge to every participant, and we were all, at some time, pushed
to our very limits. We were taught the basic art of rock-climbing, which proved
very enjoyable, and were allIed up climbs which, on first viewing, seemed more
suited to Joe Brown than ourselves.

The four weeks came to an end all too soon, and apart from thoroughly enjoying
myself, I felt that such an experience proved of considerable value. I am ex-
tremely grateful to Lindsey County Council, my sponsors.

A. D. Instone

Michigan '73
In my childhood I envisaged the States as an enormous country, at least fifteen
years ahead of Europe in technology and standards of living; a place where all
was so much bigger and better than anywhere in the world. Consequently my
ambition was eventually to visit this vast continent some 31/2 thousand miles
away, and attempt to confirm my thoughts.

At 17 I fulfilled my ambition much sooner than expected, as this year I spent a
month in the States on a Lions Exchange Visit. My family acted as host to an
American boy for six weeks, after which I stayed with his family for a month,
in the small town of Eaton Rapids, Michigan.

I landed at New York's J. F. Kennedy Airport, and as I wandered out of the ter-
minal building I was suddenly hit by a 90°F heatwave. I appreciated the air-
conditioning from then on, since temperatures throughout my stay ranged from
Boo-lOO°F. Michigan, the Great Lakes State, which is roughly the same size as
England and Wales, leads the world's production of motor vehicles and parts.
Other industries include agriculture, (thousands of bushels of sweet corn are
grown annually), cement and chemical and allied products industries. Many of
the people living in Eaton Rapids worked at a large car factory, 20 miles away
in Lansing, the State capital. Many others depended indirectly on the automotive
industry for their livelihood.
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Eaton Rapids, a small town of about 4,000 inhabitants, immediately gave one
the impression that it was a very friendly and prosperous community. About
20% of the householders had their own swimming pool; most had two or three
cars (80% of which were V8's) and many folks had a second home, either a
hunting lodge, or a summer cottage on the shores of one of the 11,000 lakes in
Michigan.

It was interesting to hear the Americans' impression of the British people; they
were all under the impression that we invariably have kippers for breakfast,
and tea and muffins at three. (Perhaps they had been watching one of many
English films which are to be seen on any of their dozen T. V. channels). Many
Americans I met suggested that the English are all alcoholics, and wondered
how we could drink "warm beer" anyway. (A month of the strong, chilled Ameri-
can beer certainly is enough to make one consider moderating a habit.) Drunken
driving is a major cause of accidents, and is a very topical problem. The Ameri-
cans also regarded us as being very formal; this I would consider to be a fair
observation, since I personally found the general atmosphere very casual, and
in consequence, very friendly. The people have a tremendous amount of fun about
them; they are very sociable (which makes one feel very at ease), and also very
generous in all respects.

One is very much aware of the fuel shortage due to constant coverage on T. V.
and in the press. Householders are urged to turn down their air conditioning
plants, and motorists are requested to keep their speed down to 50 m. p. h. Ob-
viously Watergate is on the mind of every American. Some cars bear bumper
stickers proclaiming "Don't Blame Me, I voted Democratic". Many publishers
produce widely available Watergate cartoon books (60p each). The drug abuse
problem is in its advanced stages. One is made very aware of drugs, even in a
rural community.

Americal food tends to be simple but wholesome, with hamburgers, French fries
and cola being their equivalent to our fish and chips. One big hamburger chain,
McDonald's, claimed to have sold over 12 billion hamburgers. Most of such
places are drive-in establishments.

Young Americans are extremely interested in sports, especially Baseball (crib-
bed from Rounders), Football (a very rough football/Rugger game, often fatal),
and basket ball. Most households have a basketball net mounted on their garage,
so the family can practise "shooting baskets". Consequently, sport (and the
drive-in movies) constitute the bulk of conversation matter.

Linguistic differences were more acute than I expected. Two rather amusing
terms I came across were cackleberries (eggs) and tube-steaks (hot-dogs).
Two people to whom I spoke thought I was speaking a different language, which
was most distressing. Generally, Americans like to show recognition of achieve-
ments usually in the form of small trophies (available at all sports shops).
These are awarded for all kinds of sports and business achievements. Seeing
that these trophies amused their visitor, my hosts presented me with one for
my achievements in a card game called "pitch".

Prices were mostly high. A family of four could expect to pay at least £20 in
food per week, though one must consider that wages were proportionally higher.
A female factory worker could earn at least $6000 (£2,400) p. a., and after 3
years would be able to buy a house outright.

These are but a few of my observations. My experiences were just as numerous.
I spent two rather hectic days in Chicago (240 miles away), travelling on one of
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the well constructed 3 lane interstate highways. Chicago could be reached in
31/2 hours. Chicago is truly the home of the skyscrapers: one building I went to
(the John Hancock building) is reputed to be one of the world's tallest, 1456'
high. Visitors ascended to the 94th floor observation deck in the world's fastest
lift (1800' per minute), producing an effect similar to take off in an aeroplane.
On a clear day all of Chicago can be viewed from this vantage point. Chicago
also boasts the largest International Conference Hall (21/2 million square feet),
one of the world's best museums (14 acres of exhibits including a built in coal
mine), Picasso sculpture (cost: £ 120,000) and O'Hara airport, the world's largest.

Nearer Eaton Rapids, I visited the Sheriff's Office and was conducted round the
County Jail. The following day I spent at the sophisticated headquarters of the
Michigan State Police. Other places visited included a local factory which pro-
duces millions of starter motors annually, a printers and an ice-cream manu-
facturing plant.

I spent five days with the family on their summer vacation touring Canada and
Michigan in their air-conditioned mobile home. I was able to appreciate the
beauty of the Michigan countryside, the numerous lakes and forests. Icrossed
the longest suspension bridge in the world, the Macknac Bridge, which stretches
five remarkable miles over the Straits of Macknac to link Michigan's Upper
Peninsula with the Lower. While in the spectacular Upper Peninsula Ivisited
the Jahquamenon Falls, the second largest waterfall east of the Mississippi.
On the border between Michigan and Canada are the Soo Locks, the world's
largest and busiest locks, separating Lake Huron from Lake Superior.

One night in Canada the high temperatures enabled me to sleep out on the shores
of Lake Superior with only the stars above me - a truly wonderful experience.
Other memorable experiences included going to a drive-in movie, watching a
baseball game in Detroit, attending the horse races, and being a guest at the
outdoor wedding of a famous football player. While in Detroit I visited the Green-
field Village, a reconstructed village, mainly 19th Century, established by Henry
Ford in the 1920s. Its 119 buildings include the Edison Laboratory, Henry Ford's
birthplace, and Orville and Wilbur Wright's cycle shop; in addition, there is a
motor museum containing about 200 veteran and vintage cars.

This trip was one of the greatest experiences of my life, America truly surpass-
ed my expectations in all respects. I am very grateful to the Lions Club of
Michigan and U. K., the Seaks family, and to my own parents, for making this
trip possible. I hope that by writing this account I have been able to share
some of my experiences with those who have not yet had an opportunity to visit
the States.

Christopher Day
(Eaton Rapids Pitch Champion)
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Matlock - LVI B.G.H.S.
I'm still not quite sure why we decided to go to Matlock, but that's how it goes.
Well, after having fixed our destination we set about thinking how we were going
to amuse ourselves for the day. Swimming 7 Well, er, no - that was out for a
start 'cos there is the possibility of one getting one's finger stuck in the grating
(and in water it's third time unlucky). We were also warned not to drink anything
stronger than orange juice; if we were planning on entering what for us mere 17
year olds was an illegal establishment. So we thought we were going to visit
Matlock without having the pleasure of using the Bath or sampling the local
waters.

En route the male contingent, disgusted with our strains of "Every shalalala,
every wohowoho" engrossed themselves playing word games, and having a ses-
sion of 'Spot the Looney'. First prize goes to the man wheeling a wheelbarrow
in wellies. "Our male contingent" you may be thinking - well, some concessions
were made and after prolonged trans-fence discussions Bill, Nob, John and Lionel
joined our party.

After a very pleasant unguided tour of Matlock (and its Bath) we found a park
to place the coach for the day. We all went our separate ways. I found myself
heading towards the river. Of course, when I saw a sign pointing to Rowing Boats,
being in the company of three males I knew what was ahead - or did 17

Well, we coughed up 50p and got aboard. I knew that I was in the hands of three
experienced rowers, so I sat back to relax, and let myself be ferried along the
calm waters of the River Derwent. The changing of the oarsmen unnerved me
slightly as the boat rocked to and fro, but, well, worse things happen at sea.
Nevertheless we did manage to ram the bank, and whilst busy laughing at that
Nob decided to drop everything, and let an oar go I In disbelief we watched it
floating away from us - a fact which appeared to amuse those watching from
the bank. We found rowing with one oar made us dizzy, so we paddled after it,
hoping to retrieve it before it floated past the man at the boat house, and dis-
appeared over a weir. Luck was with us, and, after picking himself up from the
bottom of the boat, Nob hampered only by himself, managed to retrieve the oar.

Well, rowing makes you hungry, so off we went in search of candy-floss and ham-
burgers - despite the notice: "No leather jackets, Hell's Angels and the like
served here".

Time passed unusually quickly, and after what was for some of us a free look
round "The Aquarium" we returned to the bus to find a queue for ice cream.
John, being a growing lad, bought a rather top-heavy cornet. Not wishing to let
him appear greedy it decided to share itself with Nob's suit, the coach floor,
and half a dozen seats (well caught, John!) A few tissues though, and everything
was mended. Normal chaos was resumed.

Thanks must be conveyed to those in charge:- Miss Dawson and Mrs Dawey
(Woofums couldn't come) - and not forgetting Mr. Williams for allowing us the
pleasure of his well-behaved pupils.

Smuggled over by Maggie (Don 't rock the boat) Speakman.
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Gibraltar Point Trip 1973
What? There again! We arrived at Gibraltar Point and spent an extremely in-
teresting week on the basic ecology of the nature reserve. Less of the mundane,
and on to the highlights.

Warden! Warden! Amid sounds of ring-pull cans and crashing chairs, a grunt
told the phantom he was in the girls' section! 'Play the game, lads,' signalled
an exodus, and - hic - we were in bed.

One of our brethren mislaid his clothes on the second night; after wandering
around for an hour looking for something remotely like his own property, he re-
tired, armed with his Y - Fronts and one blanket, to bed.

On the third day, with a little help from his friends, one of our band, arms flail-
ing violently, uttered a short scream, and disappeared into the nearby depths of a
creek. To a chorus of "Did you catch it?" and "Nice one, Cyril", our comrade
crawled out.

On the fourth day there was one member who showed a God-given talent for re-
ducing the rabbit population of the sand dunes. However, the rabbits staged a
full recovery, and were discovered in a sleeping bag later that night.

I would like to confirm - hic - that rumours of a riotous last night - hic - were
completely unsubstantiated. Two members proved excellent singers, andaftel
belting out "God Save the Queen", retired in some distress.

Our thanks go to Mr. Gallaher, who taught so excellently and persevered so ad-
mirably. And also to Janice, Eileen and Julia.

A Heterogeneous Collection of Biologists

?.
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MAGAZINE SECTION

Bragg Grammar School Diary
of Annual Events
(Not to be allowed to reach pupils)

7th September
8th September

16th September
22nd September

30th September

5th October
12th October

17th October

25th October

1st November

5th November
9th November
15th November
16th November
17th November
20th November
25th November
29th November

5th December
10th December
17th December
21st December

- School opens. Chewing gum banned.

- First Years learn the meaning of descant as applied to
hymns in Assembly.

- LVIth recommends abolition of school uniform.

- Reports comment on length of pupils' hair at School Speech
Day. (Polos and chewing gum receive special ban).

- L VIth recommends abolition of school uniform. Pleas for
'Jerusalem' to be sung in Assembly.

- Cabbage recommended for nutritious value.

- P. T. A. travels to Encholme Inn in two taxis. Interested
teachers follow in Fiat 500.

- Chewing gum banned. Riding of pushbikesjmopeds up the
drive prohibited.

- First year collapses after eating too much cabbage. Taken
to hospital, not suffering from flu, cold or coughs.

- Comment made on reluctance of VI Form to leave the com-
mon Room or work.

- Headmaster burnt in effigy.

- L VIth recommended abolition of school uniform.

- Governors reject LVIth demands out of hand.

- LVIth reject Governors out of hand.

- Switching on of school heating system considered.

- Chewing gum banned.

- Pleas for 'Jerusalem' to be sung in Assembly.

- Vending machine makes resounding loss - School warned
against putting Irish 2p pieces in machine.

- Snowballing banned.

- Beginning of usual Christmas sermons in assembly.

- Calendar-watching reaches peak.

- New way found to sing, hum or ignore end of term Assembly:
"Lord dismiss us: what a blessing!"

End of term.

Bragg Grammar School
Secretary
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Archaeological Excavation '73
The beginning of the Autumn Term 1973 saw the emergence of a rather mysteri-
ous hole behind the premises of a certain reputable grocer in Wrawby Street,
Brigg. At regular intervals during the next seven months (Tuesdays and Thurs-
days - General Studies periods) a shower of dedicated pupils left the School to
indulge in the mystic art of archaeology led by the high priest himself, a rather
insignificant clay-pipe collector of small stature under the pseudonym of Mr.
Lyons, known more affectionately by his disciples as Uncle Ben. Their aim was
simply 'to boldly go where no man has gone before' and delve into the past his-
tory of our beloved town and examine the basis of human contemporary society.

They met with immediate success on the first day and found the decaying rem-
nants of a cigarette case, but to the dismay of a certain member of the group,
the contents had suffered the ravages of time and decomposition. Undaunted,
the group pressed on amd morale was boosted even higher when somebody men-
tioned 'a find to cap all finds' (did I hear Tutankhamun IT's tomb!).

As the weeks dragged on, the 'hole' expanded in proportions beyond their wildest
imaginations and one of the rather more mathematically-minded members re-
marked it would soon be large enough to bury the whole of the School Staff! This
was mainly due to the efforts of a few of the lads, while the girls from the High
School were listening intently to one of our number who claimed the distinctioL
of never having a cold in his life.

They were not without success though in finding ARTEFACTS rare and exotic,
for as more soil was overturned, pieces of pottery, necks and bases of bottles,
stems and bowls of clay-pipes, a numerous number of bones, bits of metal, a
number of rather peculiar objects and even worms began to appear. Certain
distinguished local historians arrived on the scene and were amazed at what
they were confronted with (please note the previous remark bears no reference
to.Mr. Lyons). Unfortunately one less dedicated member of the group sold the
story to the News of the World (slight exaggeration: it was only the Lincolnshire
Star). Soon the whole country would know about the 'Dig at No. 59'!

But this was not to be. The intrepid band pressed on until the last clod of earth
had been turned. The dig thus came to an end with the commencement of the
much needed extensions to Mr. Instone' s cavern of exotic eastern spices.

It was all over: the dig at No. 59 was to be no more.

The management would like to acknowledge the help received from Ant, Phil,
Pete, John (wl1o broke our first bottle!) Lin, Chris, Dave, Nel, Stan, Monty and
them wot cam from the 'igh Skool, (depending on the wever of corse).

It should be mentioned that sustenance was provided by the ever-generous teach-
er who eked enough income from his clay-pipe collecting to buy us all a Mars
Bar.

On a more serious note, the dig was of considerable value to all those who were
fortunate enough to have taken part, and much interesting material is to be placed
in the care of Scunthorpe Museum.

Thanks again to all those who took part, and it should be added that a jolly good
time was had by all.

Howard Carter
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Letter from America
Yanks! It is often an abusive term used by the inhabitants of this cold, dank,
little island to refer scathingly to the dwellers of the sunny Pacific coast of
America. This is not, however, one of the impressions California printed on the
pages of my memory. The dry heat surrounding you was full of friendliness and
generosity.

For instance, when, on your first morning on an American campsite, you step
nonchalantly into the washroom bright and early for your shower, under a jet of
high speed, superheated water which can scorch your skin until it peels in layers
from your body, it can be a shock to experience a volley of welcomes which nearly
blasts you back out of the door. You finally identify its source: a line of shavers
peering anxiously into mirrors at the fast receding hairlines glaring back at
them. It makes a difference from the icy stare, or even hostile glare, from a
British citizen, when you step, dripping wet, into one Scarborough campsite's
Spartan washrooms on blustery days. A pleasant atmosphere is created by the
toddlers, who chat amiably to complete strangers.

Class distinction in San Francisco and Los Angeles is minimal. Before, in com-
plete contempt and consternation, you shut this magazine and mutter under your
breath, let me explain that I'm fully aware of the situation between blacks and
whites in America. That, however, is much further south than San Francisco,
Los Angeles and San Diego. The working class are working class only as a re-
sult of their occupation. Their social status is the same as that of the Managing
Director of the company in which they work. Often they receive very high rates
of pay for the job which they do. Their problems are whether to buy the third
car before or after Christmas, or where to buy the second colour television.
However, if you are poor, you are completely penniless. Poverty defines its own
class - ruthlessly.

As the standard of living is so much higher there is no need for school uniform
to prevent the children from knowing which of their school mates is poor (an
arrangement which never works anyway), and the students above sixteen all go to
school by car.

To an Englishman a visit to America can be a weird experience, walking into
high quality restaurants in very casual clothing and remaining unnoticed by
everyone who glances at you, merely because everyone does the same. It is
these small things that you note even when visiting such famous places as San
Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, Yosemite, and Lake Tarhoe.

"Alistair Cooke"
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Our House
(With apologies to Ryan and Ronnie)

An ordinary short story, of ordinary people, in an ordinary house, in an ordinary
road. Except - this is no 'ordinary' house. Aha! You may ask, "Is it a bird, is
it a plane?" Well, no actually - it's Baysgarth.

One enters No. 20 Grammar School Road to be immediately confronted by the
'resident House Tutor' a man of some substance (Glass Reinforced Plastic
perhaps?) and the question, "Are you aware that day-boys aren't allowed in be-
fore 3. 40?"

How does one mistake anybody - no dammit, not just anybody - a very hairy
Gerald Linton (bedecked in Levi's, Wrangler denim shirt, trucking boots, loon
jacket and carrying a carpet-bag - i. e. the height of student fashion) for a mere
day-boy?

At this juncture certain members (just two really) would like to offer warmest
thanks to a gent with a pipe (and a limp still, unfortunately) for a pint in Goul-
ceboy. Ta muchly - just had to let you all know he did. These notes were ori-
ginally intended to boost our ego, and explain the original and totally worthy
life-style of the students in Baysgarth. But - it isn't, so W' \" . Yes, we sat
down to write notes for the super Mag, which explains why we find ourselves
sitting here, discussing the possibility (in five minutes during one lunch hour)
of discussing possibilities with any master who would like to help us come to
an ultimately good conclusion (but not after 11. 30 p. m.) Having decided, we will
now begin. Are you sitting comfortably? Once upon a Speech Day a certain Old
Etonian left the last thing to the last; we've left the start to the middle.

The Start

What has membership of Baysgarth' s Discussion Society come to mean to us?
Come the first day of term, four unsuspecting new tenants moved into their four-
star-hotel-type abode. The two remaining members rolled in a week late (note
the registration-type punctuality) to a scene more like the High School - bits
of stuff everywhere. Soon after a holiday on the Norfolk Broads, a five day jaunt
to Skeggy, and three days in Horncastle, all were finally assembled. The fine
image of 'Bays' began to emerge. What is it like to live like a trucker?

Living Uke a Trucker

It's a gradual process. As strains of "I'm a lumberjack and I'm O. K." emanate
from a lower room in a small semi-detached council house in East Grinstead,
former bank clerk and racehorse owner, Jeff Crowther, has taken up his abode
at Grimsby Technical College. And I'd just like to say, best of luck and weknow
why he's studying food! Rather more to the point, to start a sentence with the
word 'and' is just not done, as I'm sure any English master would inform me,
but we will be discussing the possibilities of this in five minutes. Er, this is ir-
relevant, isn't it? Thanking all in attendance at the Genesis trip. Tut! 11.35
Forgive us all our Trespasses. The day thou gavest, Lord, has ended.
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The End Bit

After two weeks the experiment was over and rules were enforced on near voters
(and I think that was rather rude!) Undaunted we consoled ourselves with Woof-
ums, Panda, Pitch Champion and the N. P. bank sign (call in and see them some-
time); most of whom were introduced into our life by Adam the Gardener, alias
soft toys club founder. And now, a plea to Mrs. Wood. Please leave the Gazelle.
It has made such friends with Happy. Oh! A notable omission. Happy is a stone
gnome and a former resident of Norfolk (oops, wot a giveaway!) He sits standing
on a mantlepiece, surveying th~ scene with glassy eyes, whilst chewing on a stub-
end. One more think is needed to complete the set. We want a penguin to put on
the T. V. set; ours has gone to see its aunty. Any offers?

Best discovery so far is an ex-Oakleigh desk plus graffiti - very entertaining.
(Is Diglet really a Tory, and did he really? See next year's programme for the
answers to these questions, and more questions to ask).

Some 'drunken bum' in Bays-
garth, with contributions by:-
C. Day, W. Norburn, J. Cowling,
J. Peel, W. Johnson, R. Tomkins,
B. Harris, M. Speakman, Pig, S.
Wagstaffe, G. R. Price.

OF MARILYN

In her trenches of the night,
No soldiers brave were here,
But gouts of loneliness playing it by ear.
And in her flawless mirrors of delight
Were flaws that let in light.
No sexy paradox was she - that never cried,
But a lonely woman contemplating suicide.

E.T.A.
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BEFORE THE CHARGE OF THE SCOTS GRAYS AT WATERLOO

If not, then who?
You are Scotland's pride.
Charge, I pray thee do,
Do not stand aside.
Hold your swords in hand,
Hold them firm and fast
We shall save the land,
And all the French be blast.

Charge, my horsemen brave,
Into the lines of foe.
Our path is but their grave,
So onwards, lads, we'll go.

J. K. Holmes

Forward into the future
In their never-ending efforts to nurture and stimulate young minds, the Staff of
B. G. S. acquired, albeit momentarily, a new and powerful ally. Behold the follow-
ing inspiring circular, which currently graces the Staff Room waste paper bin:

Thank you for our enquiry regarding our advertisment in Education Equipment
September 1973.

We would like to take this opportunity of introducing a unique product. Its pur-
pose is to help young peoPle to relate separate pieces of information to one ano-
ther in a coherent form using a pictorial method, and to recognise the numerous
alternative constructions and limitations of the information when assembling it
in different ways.

We have taken interesting real life action situations and re-presented them in
simple modular forms, the separate parts of which are then used as elementary
building bricks in simulating action scenes.

The formidable educational breakthrough turned out to be a series of plastic
stencils which enabled the user to draw stereotyped little sportsmen in con-
ventionally athletic postures. With deep regret we declined to purchase this
philosophers' stone and retuned gloomily to the educational Dark Ages.

J.C.
(With acknowledgements to J. E. M., the Briggensian Teaching Aid Consultant.)

QUICK QUIPS AND OBSCURE ALLUSIONS

BOY With this machine I shall rule the world!
MR PAGE: Put Mr Stinson's adding machine down!

SECOND YEAR PUPIL: Please, Sir, I don't like the First Years.
MASTER: Leave them and eat your cabbage,boy!
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Rain
Wet, cold, incessant,
Drives with a bitter wind;
Drenching, soaking, biting
Erosion that shall all end.

Smarting, smiting, stinging,
It pours its mighty flood;
Setting taut cloth singing.
When frozen it draws blood.

Little drops of water,
What now, grains of sand?
Now you've got your ocean,
What about the land?

Land is under water,
Rubbish dumped at sea:
Water, water, everywhere,
Rising constantly.

Waterfowl, and fishes, the
Marine life seem so pleased,
Mocking the afflicted.
The teasers? Nay, the teased.

Hamish Ramsay

Ah - I see!
ERo -TIC .

Dear Mr. Brittain,

Thank you for the telephone call about the weighting attached to the Coded Answer
Paper and Comprehension Paper of Physics (Nuffield) at 'A' level. Paper Ia Coded
Answers, Paper Ib Short Answers and Paper llb Long Answers each carry equal
marks. The Comprehension Paper carries half the marks of these three papers
while the Practical and Investigations carry equal marks but each carries
slightly less weight than the Comprehension Paper
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Parents' Association
COMMITTEE - 1973/74

President - Mr.H.B.Williams,School House.
Chairman - Mr. R. S. Kitchen, 19 St. Peter's Ave., Bottesford.
Vice Chairman - Mr. W. Whytock, Wressle Road, Broughton.
Honorary Secretary - Mrs. B. Phipps, Tinker's Castle, Elsham.
Honorary Treasurer- Mr. B. Taylor, 7, Stainton Drive, Bottesford.

Mr. H. R. Fell, Worlaby House, Worlaby.
Mrs. Gillard, Westrum Lane, Brigg.
Mrs.D. W.Cade,St.Helen's Park, Brigg.
Mrs. J. H. Beckers, Tennant Creek, Broughton
Mrs. R. Wareing, 24 West Common Gardens, Scunthorpe.
Dr. B. C. Blakey, 19 Rothbury Road, Scunthorpe.

- Mr. E. Jackson, 27 Burringham Road, Scunthorpe.
Mr. J. E. Moore, 35 Bigby High Road, Brigg.
Mr. A. Ramsay, The White House, Worlaby.

The Parents' Association is now at the start of its third year. For the firsttwo
years the Committee remained unchanged and the hard work and example set
during that time has established a standard which we shall endeavour to main-
tain. The Association's programme of meetings has also established a pattern
which appears to interest a good cross-section of the membership, judging by
attendances at meetings. Membership for 1971/72 was 150 families, and for
1972/73 - 169 families.

For the 1971/72 season, the surplus of income over expenditure was £68.97,
and during the following year £ 66. 17 was donated to the School in various ways,
including a £2.00 prize awarded to the Lower School for the best improvement
in performance. The accumulated surplus after two years in operation was
£82.06 and this will find its way into the "School pot" as the Committee feels
appropriate.

Over the last two years the objectives of the Association, as set down in the
Constitution, have been met, i. e. to strengthen the bonds between the home and
the school; and to consider together subjects and projects which are of interest
to all who have to deal with children (boys).

There are many things which a parents' association can do for a school which
so far we have not done, and most of these involve money. Fund raising is a
standing item on your committee's agenda, and several fund raising activities
will be added to this year's programme.

Don't question too deeply what Lindsey has done in the past, or what Humber-
side will do in the future; simply ask yourself what can we do for the school
now.

Staff

R. S. Kitchen
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Old Briggensians' Association
You may recall that my last contribution to the Briggensian covered events up
to the end of September 1972. In this issue I shall cover the salient events be-
tween October 1972 and September 1973.

During the year the Association was deeply shocked by the deaths of two mem-
bers. In October 1972 Mr. Malcolm Gaze was fatally injured in a road accident
in London, and in January 1973 John Cheeseman, a former Chairman of the As-
sociation, died following a short illness. Those members who enjoyed the pri-
vilege of knowing Mr. Gaze and John Cheeseman will acknowledge their qualities
of intense loyalty to the School, their complete dedication to its well- being, and
their deep pride in its achievements. We extend our deepest sympathies to Dr.
Richard Gaze, and Mrs. Stella Cheeseman.

We congratulate Mr. Frank Arden who received the C. B. E. in the New Year Hon-
ours 1973. A richly deserved recognition, this award will give intense pleasure
to all Old Briggensians, and especially those who were present at the School with
him between 1926 and 1931.

A Sherry Buffet Social was held in the School on Friday, 16th March, when ap-
proximately 70 members and their friends spent an extremely pleasant evening.

A. G. M. AND ANNUAL DINNER 1973

The Annual General Meeting and Annual Dinner were held at the School on the
28th April.

Brief notes of the A. G. M. are given below:

1. Chairman's Report

Before proceeding to his report Mr. Sykes asked the meeting to stand in silence
for 1 minute in respect for John Cheeseman, who had been a great worker for
the School and the Association.

The Association had joined with the School Scouts in organising a Wine and
Cheese Evening during the summer - this was extremely successful and all the
proceeds, amounting to some £80, had been placed in the Scouts Building Fund.
More recently we had organised a Sherry Buffet Social which, after some con-
cern over the numbers attending, had been a financial and social success.

Mr. Sykes reported that the year had been happy and successful, but he appealed
for better support for the Annual Dinner and the social functions which the As-
sociation organised from time to time.

2. Treasurer's Report

The treasurer presented his annual report for the year 1/10/71 to 30/9/72 as
follows:-
(a) Bank Accounts

Barclays Current a/c
L. S. B. Ord. a/c
L. S. B. Sp. !nv. a/c

As at 1/10/71
£26.39
£50.00

£273.89

As at 30/9/72
£16.05
£50.00

£501. 07
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(b) Receipts from Subscriptions
Annual Subscriptions
Life Subscriptions

£ 66. 70
£304. 90

£371. 60

(c) Bank Interest
L. S. B. Ord. a/c
L. S. B. Sp. Inv. a/c

£ 1. 75
£20.53
-
£22.28
-

(d) Total Receipts
(b) + (c) £393.88

(e) Expenses
Printing, Stationery, Post &Telephone
Bank Charges
School Prizes
Briggensian

£23.20
£ 1. 25
£4.00

£138.25

£166.70

(f) Losses on functions
Sherry Buffet Social (8/12/71)
Loss on Annual Dinner 1972

£3.89
£6.45

£ 10. 34

(g) Total Expenses
(e) + (f)

(h) Surplus
(d) - (g)

£177.04

£216.84

3. Use of School Swimming Pool by Members

Mr. O'Neill reported a successful year for the Swimming Club, with regular use of
the Pool by members during the organised sessions, and during the School Holi-
days. He recorded grateful thanks to Mr Donald Middleton for a further supply
of keys, and to Mr Morris and his daughters for their valued help throughout the
season.

4. Tercentenary Fund

Mr Williams reported that the financial state of the Fund was approx.£3, 000
now, and that this figure could be expected to rise to between £4,500 and £5,000
during the next two years. when the covenants end. Discussion centred on pos-
sible ways of spending the Fund to improve the School Swimming Pool, and the
Tercentenary Committee was asked to investigate the possibility of constructing
a roof over the Pool.
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5. Election of Officers

President:
Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:
Hon. Treasurer:
Hon. Secretary:
Hon. Asst. Secretary:
Hon. Auditor:
Committee:

Lt. Col. R. S. Nelthorpe
Mr. A. Turner
Mr. A. Farmer
Mr. J. Allcock
Mr. L. Green
Mr. K. Wood
Mr. J. Gregory
Messrs. G. C. Cook, R. N. Coulthurst, S. C.
Dickinson, W. Good, K. H0rton, A. Lyon, A. 1.
Morris, E. Nixon, T. R. "" O'Neill, J. Robinson,
R. M. N. Spring, E. D. Sykes, E. Urry and A. M.
Wood.

LETTERS RECEIVED FROM OLD BRIGGENSIANS

I have received a card from Jack Prince informing me that his present address is
3333 Springall Rd, Lafayette, CA 94549. He informs me that, although officially
"on pension", he is busy as a consulting engineer for the Marcona Corporation
on iron and steel projects.

A. J. P.Ayres has now changed his address to 16 Kingsgate St, Winchester, Hants.

David Sims has moved from Altrincham and his address is now 57 Broadway,
Lincoln, LN2 15G.
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Old Briggensian Notes
We have been less business-like this year in making jottings, so apologies are
required to those who have called in or written during the year but whose news
is not recorded below.

John Hastings (1961- 66) has been seen and heard of several times for he is now
resident House Master at the Cathedral School, Lincoln. He entertained one of
our football teams there during the year. Another young O. B. schoolmaster is
Roger Williamson (1958-65) teaching geography at Matlock Grammar School.
Peter Thompson (1957-65) has come back to Brigg as the R. E. Specialist at the
Brigg Secondary School (for older readers the newly joined Westmoor and Glan-
ford Schools under Mr. Price, Ernest Urry (1919-26) having retired in 1972).
Tony Ayres (1954-63) is still at Winchester and is producing a series of Phy-
sics texts of which he has kindly sent the first to appear. Doing some Humber-
side liaising, the Headmaster met Michael Avery (1943-48-and 1949-51) now a
Headmaster in the East Riding. Ken Horton (1939-46) has renewed close con-
tacts with the school as his son has started as a boarder. He is to be the Chief
Surveyor for the new Glanford District of Humberside. J. E. G. Hulme (1942-46)
was recently in Brigg and called on Mr. Jarvis. He is a consultant interior de-
corator in Brisbane, Australia.

There is distressing news from overseas of Percy Cleaver (1927-30) who has
been imprisoned somewhat mysteriously in Dar-es-Salaam. It is believed that
Dr. Brian Bowles (1945- 52) currently lecturing at Tanzania University was, co-
incidentally, asked to be a European observer at the trial.

Andrew McCarthy (1963-70) is joining a London firm of solicitors and search-
ing for a flat to share with Ian Wild (1963-70) now in the Hong Kong & Shanghai
Bank: the criterion appears to be that it shall be called Baysgarth. He reports
that Michel Archer (1965-70) was successfully completing his College of Edu-
cation course. Another newcomer to London will be Miles Buttrick (1964-71)
who takes up an accountancy post with the South East Gas Board. Miles and
Philip Adams (1964-71) helped us at a residential course at Horncastle for
High School and Grammar School fifth formers aspiring to the Sixth.

Howard Payntor (1960-65) moves to Retford King Edward VI Grammar School
as Head of the French Dept. Paul Mountjoy (1964-71) has joined theN.A.A.F.I.
as an Assistant Auditor after his business studies course. Tim Rounce (1964 -71) is
managing a British Home Stores in Liverpool. Michael Draper (1958-65) is
leaving Corah's at Doncaster to manage a furniture factory for Christy-Tyler
in Ripley.

Keith Davenport (1966-71) had success from his new school in his A levels and
is going on to the Portsmouth Polytechnic to read Biology. By chance at afoot-
ball training session he met Colin Ward (1955-62). Another Colin is Colin Speak-
man (1958-64) whose mother has just become our Secretary. He has just married
and settled down round the corner from us in Glebe Road. He is now the Account-
ant, Spring Food Products, Ltd., Brigg.

Finally, we congratulate Hugh Beckers (1965-72) who on his first year's results
at the Imperial College of Science, London, has been awarded a College Scholar-
ship.
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